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from the inside

Red Wing delegation
on 4-hour tour today

BY MIKE LONGAECKER
Stoff Wiiter

Members of Red Wing
City Council and the Prairie
Island Indian
ommunity
today  will
tour the
Yucca Moun-
tain site in
Nevada as
part of a
state-led fact
finding mis-
g10n.

During its annual retreat,
the City Council named
support for the ongoing fed-
eral project one of its top fis-
cal prioritiea for the year
According to its priority list,
council's goal is for Yucca
Mountain to begin accepting
nuclear waste prior to reli-
censure at Prairie Island
nuelear plant — set to occur
ineither 2013 or 2014,

*We want it out of here”
Counecil President Stephen
Castner said Tuesday. “It's
too close to the Missiasippi
River and too close to the
tribe.”

Tribal leaders strongly
oppose the presence of 19
above-ground dry cask stor-
age units, which lie about
600 vards from the Prairie
Island Community. Accord-
ing to a statement, the tribe
wants the federal govern-
ment “to make good on its

Castner

commitment” to move
nuclear waste to a safe faeil-
ity

The Yucea Mountain pro-
Jject has remained on hold
since President Bush signed
legislation in 2002 approv-
ing the Department of Ener-
EY to take the next step in
establishing a safe reposito-
ry for nuclear waste. The

DOE is in the process of |

preparing an application to
the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission for the reposi-
tory, according to the Office
of Civilian Radioactive |
Waste Management.
Currently, nuclear waste
is stored at 126 sites around
the country, including the
plant at Prairie Island. If
Yucca Mountain begins|
accepting nuclear uaste,.

local leaders will push to|

have Prairie Island's spent |
fuel shipped there,

The plan is for spent
nuclear fuel and high-level
radipactive waste to he

buried deep underground at |

the site.
Questions remain, howev-
er, as to the mountain pro-

ie t-: '-Lr:»{]].{..‘n L]_I.L .'.nLl:L‘r L:I'-

pnrtatmn uf nudear waa.tu ]
will be handled.

Many groups, including
the Sierra Club, oppose cre-
ation of the repository amid |
concerns that the remote
site is unstable and that it
could harbor conditions
enabling contamination of
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ay: Nancy Holte,
Falls, speeding (69-
y Ohmann, Denni-
ding (75-56).
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attack

I Andrews report-
he saw a coyote
small dog on Wal-
et at 10 pim. Feb.
two animals fought
dog ran to a resi-
nd the coyote fled
woods,

©lson, Prescott,
Feb, 6 that a Win-
ifle was stolen from
parked on 190th
uth of Highway 72
Elm Township,
id he was in the
nting and noticed
missing when he
le. Loss: $150.
Johnson, River
orted Feb. 8 that
re taken from his
truck while he was
delivery to Elza
Bay City. Loss

Marthaler, Maid-
reported Feb, 14
12-year-old son’s
: was stolen from
¥ Middle Schaol.
e was in the boy's

e

Lounge, Hager City. The
owner of the Border Lounge

asked Bergman to leave the |

premises. No suspects list-
ed.
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Utah nuclear storage facility licensed

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Nuclear Regulatory Commission for-
mally granted a license to Private
Fuel Storage, allowing the group of
utilities to begin marketing their pro-
posed storage site i the Utah desert
for spent nuclear fuel from commer-
cial reactors,

The license issued Tuesday, a week
after the commission approved a
draft, includes small changes made at
the state of Utah’'s suggestion. It
would allow the consortium to receive
and store up to 44,000 tons of spent
nuclear fuel on the Skull Valley
Goshute Indian Reservation about 50
miles from Salt Lake City, but only if
certain conditions are met.

“It's a very significant step. It's
what we've been working toward for
the last 8 1/2, nine years,” said Sue
Martin, a spokeswoman for PFS,

In the past year, several of the utili-
ties that make up PFS have retreated
from the project. But Martin said the
20-year license allows PFS to make
the case for the above-ground storage
site to other prospective members.

“We always knew we would have to
market the facility in order to go for-

ward ....and be viable,” she said. “You
can't do that until you have a Hrense
in hand. Now we have that,”

The NRC authorized the license for
the storage facility in September
despite loud objections hy the state of
Utah and its congressional delegation.

Utah officials fear the site is-a safe-
ty and security hazard and have
vowed to continue fighting. In order to
begin conatruction, Private Fuel Stor-
age must prove to the NRC that it has
enough money to build the facility, It
also is still seeking approval from the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, a right of
way from the Bureau of Land Man-
agement and a permit from the Sur-
face Transportation Board,

The state lobbied successfully for a
small change to the terms of the
license after an initial draft, The origi-
nal environmental documents allowed
PFS to receive just 44,000 tons of fuel,
but the language opened the possibili-
ty that the companies could move
some fuel and receive more. The term
was changed on the final document to
specify that PFS could not receive
more than 44,000 tons over the lifo of
the facility,
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- Tribal Council said,

Prairie Island’s position
e |-i—§_.b " "t ==
| Staff Writer =

LAS VEGAS — According to documents
obtained by the Republican Eagle, Xcel
“mzﬁﬁ.wﬁﬁﬁni%.ﬁﬁﬁ%_ stipport
to PFS. Excel was one of eight members
forming the consortium of ﬁ._ﬁ making
up PES. Xcel's Prairie Island Nuclear Facility
stores its spent fuel in dry casks about 600
yards oway from the Prairie Island Indian
Community. ! 20

News of PES's licensure was met by tribol
leaders with coution, @ spok for the

A lot still needs to hoppen,” tribal
spokesman Jake Reint said Wednesday in
Las Vegas, “It doesn't allew for cause for
celebrotion.” : ;
Reint noted thot significant tronsportation

‘barriers impeding the path of repository-

bound waste first must b overcome before
the tribe looks to PFS as o viable solution,

Tribal and state officiols will depart today
from Los Vegas to the Yucca Mountain site
in Nevada as part of a factfinding mission.

ground water,

The project also faces
staunch apposzition from
many Nevada leaders, who
contend that the proposed
repository could lead to
health risks for residents.
Las Vegas is about 100
miles from the site.

Though he expressed
pessimism  over the
progpeet, Castner said he
and other council members
will attempt to lobby Neva-
da offieials to favor the pro-
ject,

"We're going to try to zell
it to the people,” he aaid.

Council members Dean
Hove, Mike Hall and Gary
Nordmark and Castner will
accompany members of the
Legislative Electrical Ener-
gy Task Force and Xcal
Energy officials, Attendees,
to be joined by a Republi-
can Eagle reporter, will

tour the Yucca project from
1pm to5 p.m. today. '
The delegation ‘will
return Saturday after tour-
ing the Hoover Dam on Fri-
day, ;
Mike Longaecker can ba resched at

mlongascker@republican-eagle com
or 3BR-2014, ext, 127.




