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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 Introduction

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, and Echo Zone LLC, a subsidiary
of Google LLC (hereinafter, Google) (collectively, the Applicants), submit this Route Permit
Application (Application) to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for a Route
Permit to construct the North Rochester to Skyway High Voltage Transmission Line (HVTL) Project
(the Project). An application completeness checklist is provided in Appendix A. The Project consists
of a new, approximately 1.2-mile-long, double-circuit, 345 kilovolt (kV) HVTL that will connect Xcel
Energy’s existing North Rochester Substation to new substation facilities located at the proposed Pine
Island Industrial Planned Unit Development (PUD) development site (Development Site) near the
city of Pine Island in portions of Sections 29 and 30, Township 109N, Range 15E, Goodhue County,
Minnesota (Figure 1.1-1 and Figure 1.1-2; see also detailed Project maps in Appendix B). The
Development Site (also known as Project Skyway) is undergoing independent permitting and approval
processes with the City of Pine Island.

To accommodate the proposed double-circuit, 345 kV HVTL, Xcel Energy is planning to expand its
existing North Rochester Substation to the north by approximately 11.3 acres (North Rochester
Substation Expansion). Additionally, Google is proposing to construct and operate four smaller
substation facilities (the Project Skyway Substations) within the Development Site. The North
Rochester Substation Expansion will involve site preparation, grading, and installation of substation
equipment; transmission line termination; associated facilities; security fencing; and associated
connection to the existing North Rochester Substation. The North Rochester Substation Expansion
is necessary to address current and future planned transmission line operational needs as part of
Project Skyway and to provide future expansion capabilities to accommodate future transmission
project connections. The existing North Rochester Substation and the North Rochester Substation
Expansion area are located west of U.S. Highway 52, and the proposed Development Site is located
east of U.S. Highway 52 (Figure 1.1-2).
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Figure 1.1-1. Project Overview Map
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Figure 1.1-2. Project Area and Facilities Maps




















































































































































































































































