
Post Office Box 25765 – Saint Paul, Minnesota 55125 – www.utilityreformnow.com

UTILITY REFORM NOW!

August 17, 2026 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT:
Eric Lipman – eric@utilityreformnow.com

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Ratepayer Association Wants to Keep State Commissioners Out of the Caribbean

[Saint Paul, Minnesota] Utility Reform Now! (URN), an association of Minnesota
utility ratepayers, is calling on the five Commissioners of the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission not to charge Minnesota’s ratepayers for Post-Election Day travel by the
Commissioners … to the Caribbean!

In correspondence filed with the Commission, URN asked each of the
Commissioners not to attend the annual conference of the National Association of
Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC), now scheduled for the weekend after Election
Day, in San Juan, Puerto Rico. (https://www.naruc.org/annual-meeting/)

Excessive travel is a real problem at the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.
The Commission’s own records show that, in one 13-month period:

(a) The five Commissioner’s incurred almost $50,000 in travel costs; and,

(b) Chairwoman Sieben went on seven out-of-state trips. See attached.

“The problem is cultural,” says Eric Lipman, Chief Advocacy Officer of Utility
Reform Now! “The work of utility regulation is in Saint Paul. It does not require leaving
St. Paul, at a rate of once every other month, to gab with colleagues who don’t regulate
utility service in Minnesota. The charges are excessive.”

“This is particularly true because NARUC is a leader in on-demand training for state
regulators,” continues Lipman, pointing to the dozens of on-line training modules posted
by NARUC. (See https://www.naruc.org/cpi/commission-support/technical-assistance-
training/learning-modules/ ) “And that is where training for government officials needs
to head: Online. And off of Condado Beach. It is a sin to charge ordinary ratepayers for
such expenses.”

URN urges Minnesotans to call the Governor’s Office [(651) 201-3400] and the
Commission [(651) 296-0406] and ask Commissioners to stay home this winter.
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