City
I'-iaorfibault

June 3, 2026 Y

Sasha Bergman Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
350 Metro Square Building

121 Seventh Place East

St. Paul, MN 55101

\\
RE: Route Permit For The Mankato To Mississippi River 345 Kv Transmission Proje
In Southeast Minnesota - Docket No. E002/TI-23-157

Dear Sasha Bergman:

I am contacting you on behalf of the Faribault City Council regarding Docket No.
E002/TI-23-157. City of Faribault has strong and numerous concerns with the
requested preferred route for the transmission line from the West Faribault
Substation to approximately Babcock Avenue. We strongly urge the PUC to consider
the alternate route for the transmission line, which places this critical infrastructure
south of and around the City of Faribault corporate limits.

The preferred route alignment is adjacent to and bisects undeveloped land within the
City of Faribault and would significantly hinder future development potential of these
areas. The City invested significant resources in public infrastructure to prepare these
areas for future residential growth and development at varying densities. As the PUC
is aware, housing for all families and life stages, particularly affordable housing, is a
crisis that all communities across the state and country are facing. The proposed and
preferred alignment would negatively impact the City of Faribault’s ability to address
this crisis in the most economical way for developers and residents of Faribault. The
City heard from residents and developers/landowners of the parcels within the
proposed preferred route concerns with their ability to continue to live or develop the
land within the proposed route.

While City Staff and City Council understand the transmission line’s significance for
reliable power, the City of Faribault does not support the current preferred proposal.
It is the City’s position that the transmission line should be routed as far away from
current and proposed urban development to avoid Faribault’s future growth and
public infrastructure investments.

The City of Faribault appreciates your consideration of this request. If you have any

questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at tspooner@faribaultmn.gov or 507-
384-0567.

Thomas J. Spooner, Mayor
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