
IMPORTANT: When applications are submitted, weigh in wherever possible. 

Most of the route is planned for “existing” RoW of Dairyland’s 161kV line, but 

although that line is already there, adding a 765kV would require enlarged 

RoW through difficult terrain. They can take land by eminent domain or a 

negotiated settlement. The “need” docket comes first (CN-25-121). When 

they file application, READ IT! Is applicants’ “need” claim legit? Learn about 

and comment on “need” in the Certificate of Need docket, raise system 

alternatives to transmission that could address claimed need. Why challenge 

need? If Certificate of Need is granted, it’s then on to the routing docket 

which determines WHERE it goes, not IF. Do address need issues! 

CoN, application pending,  is CN-25-121 Certificate of Need & 122 - Routing 

NOW’S THE TIME!!! Informal open house meetings are  over, but comment 

on their webpage. Tell project proposers what you think, with DETAILS. 
 

This project will require environmental review. Some typical PUC suggested topics: 

 
Legislative changes mean that there are fewer public participation options. 

Intervention as a party is an option and should be explained and welcomed!. 

 

Prepared and paid for by: 

     Legalectric 
      Carol Overland, Attorney at Law, MN #254617 
          Energy Regulatory Issues—Transmission, Power Plants,  

          Nuclear Waste       overland@legalectric.org 
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Gopher to Badger Link – Maribell Transmission Line 
PUC Certificate of Need Dockets CN-25-121 & 122  

NOT YET APPLIED FOR – EARLY STAGE! Website is up and running: 

https://gophertobadgerlink.com (one of MISO Tranche 2.1 projects) 

 
Two dockets are at issue, running in dual tracks:  

• “Certificate of Need” docket CN-25-121 & 122 (may be consolidated). Public 
Utilities Commission determines if this transmission project is “needed” 
under statutory criteria, Minn. Stat. §216B.243, Minn. R., BUT. because this 
was “approved by MISO,” PUC is essentially presuming it’s needed. This 
presumption can, and should be challenged. However, the PUC did grant 
many exemptions meaning that there is much information that the 
applicants will not have to provide in the application . 

• Routing docket, nothing filed yet, will determine where route shall go, IF 
project is deemed “needed.” The routing will proceed under “MAJOR” 
process. By proposing to site along the existing easement, there is a high 
probability the 161kV route will be approved, with perhaps minor changes. 

MONITOR THE DOCKETS: See “How to eDockets” at Legalectric:  
https://legalectric.org/weblog/26049/ 
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