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30 West Superior Street Blvd 215 S. Cascade Street 12300 Elm Creek
Duluth, MN 55802 Fergus Falls, MN 56537 Maple Grove, MN 55369

218.864.6059 218.739.8200 763.445.5000
WWW.mnpower.com WWW.Otpco.com www.greatriverenergy.com

June 9, 2025 VIA Email

Name
Agency
Title
Address
Address

Re: Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
MPUC Docket No. E015, ET2, E017/CN-25-109

Dear Name:

On February 7, 2025, Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy
(collectively, the “Applicants”) submitted a Notice of Intent to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (“Commission”) to construct the Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission
Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”).

On December 12, 2024, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISQO”), a
federally registered planning authority, approved its Long-Range Transmission Planning (“LRTP”)
Tranche 2.1 portfolio of projects as part of MISO’s 2024 Transmission Expansion Plan
(“MTEP24"). The LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio is made up of 24 projects, including project no. 20,
the MR-C Project. The Project involves construction of a new, approximately 160-mile-long,
single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota
Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River
Substation near Fargo, North Dakota. Approximately 95% of the Project will be in Minnesota. A
map of the Project Study Area is enclosed.

The MR-C Project, as part of the LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio, is needed to support the reliability
of the regional transmission system, particularly in northwestern and central Minnesota and
eastern North Dakota; to provide additional transmission capacity and regional transfer capability
to reliably integrate new renewable generation; meet growing electrical demand; and strengthen
the regional transmission grid.

Two approvals must be obtained from the Commission before high voltage transmission lines and
associated facilities like the proposed Project can be built in Minnesota: a Certificate of Need and
a Route Permit. The Applicants plan to submit an application for a Certificate of Need in
accordance with Minnesota Statute § 216l to the Commission in February 2026. The Route Permit
application submittal is planned for the third quarter of 2026. Ahead of this process, the Applicants
are initiating stakeholder, agency, tribal, and public outreach through mailings, meetings, and
open houses. At this stage in Project development, the Applicants wish to make you aware of the
proposed Project and to gather any information that you might wish to share that will help us

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix L
Page 7 of 156



identify potential route options or routing constraints. We appreciate your assistance as we
evaluate siting and routing information and work through the Commission’s approval process.

Please let me know if you have information that the Applicants should consider in evaluating and
developing potential routes for the Project. If you would like to request a meeting, please contact
me at (218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com. | am happy to discuss any questions that you
may have about the Project.

Sincerely,

Drew Janke
Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Enclosure: Project Study Area Map

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
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30 West Superior Street 215 S. Cascade Street 12300 Elm Creek Boulevard

Duluth, MN 55802 Fergus Falls, MN 56537 Maple Grove, MN 55369
218.864.6059 218.739.8200 763.445.5000
Wwww.mnpower.com Www.otpco.com Www.qreatriverenerqv.com
June 9, 2025 VIA Email

Name

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Address

Address

Re: Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
MPUC Docket No. E015, ET2, E017/CN-25-109

Dear Name:

On February 7, 2025, Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy
(collectively, the “Applicants”) submitted a Notice of Intent to the Minnesota Public Ultilities
Commission (“*Commission”) to construct the Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission
Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”).

On December 12, 2024, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISQO”), a federally
registered planning authority, approved its Long-Range Transmission Planning (“LRTP”) Tranche
2.1 portfolio of projects as part of MISO’s 2024 Transmission Expansion Plan (“MTEP24"). The
LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio is made up of 24 projects, including project no. 20, the MR-C Project.
The Project involves construction of a new, approximately 160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV
transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation
near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North
Dakota. C. A map of the Project Study Area is enclosed.

The MR-C Project, as part of the LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio, is needed to support the reliability of
the regional transmission system, particularly in northwestern and central Minnesota and eastern
North Dakota; to provide additional transmission capacity and regional transfer capability to reliably
integrate new renewable generation; meet growing electrical demand; and strengthen the regional
transmission grid.

Two approvals must be obtained from the Commission before high voltage transmission lines and
associated facilities like the proposed Project can be built in Minnesota: a Certificate of Need and
a Route Permit. The Applicants plan to submit an application for a Certificate of Need in accordance
with Minnesota Statute § 2161 to the Commission in February 2026. The Route Permit application
submittal is planned for the third quarter of 2026. Ahead of this process, the Applicants are initiating
stakeholder, agency, tribal, and public outreach through mailings, meetings, and open houses. At
this stage in Project development, the Applicants wish to make you aware of the proposed Project
and to gather any information that you might wish to share that will help us identify potential route
options or routing constraints. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing
information and work through the Commission’s approval process.

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix L
Page 11 of 156



June 9, 2025
Page 2

On behalf of the Applicants, Merjent will submit a formal Natural Heritage Review Request through
the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources’ (“DNR”) Minnesota Conservation Explorer
(“MCE"). The Applicants look forward to working with the DNR to minimize potential impacts to
state-protected species.

Please let me know if you have information that the Applicants should consider in evaluating and
developing potential routes for the Project. If you would like to request a meeting, please contact
me at (218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com. | am happy to discuss any questions that you may
have about the Project.

Sincerely,

Drew Janke
Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Enclosure: Project Study Area Map

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
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30 West Superior Street 215 S. Cascade Street 12300 Elm Creek Boulevard

Duluth, MN 55802 Fergus Falls, MN 56537 Maple Grove, MN 55369
218.864.6059 218.739.8200 763.445.5000
WWw.mnpower.com WWW.OtQCO.COfn Www.qreatriverenerqv.com
June 9, 2025 VIA Email

Name

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Address

Address

Re: Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
MPUC Docket No. E015, ET2, E017/CN-25-109

Dear Name:

On February 7, 2025, Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy
(collectively, the “Applicants”) submitted a Notice of Intent to the Minnesota Public Ultilities
Commission (“*Commission”) to construct the Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission
Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”).

On December 12, 2024, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”), a
federally registered planning authority, approved its Long-Range Transmission Planning (“LRTP")
Tranche 2.1 portfolio of projects as part of MISO’s 2024 Transmission Expansion Plan
(“MTEP24”). The LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio is made up of 24 projects, including project no. 20,
the MR-C Project. The Project involves construction of a new, approximately 160-mile-long,
single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota
Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River
Substation near Fargo, North Dakota. Approximately 95% of the Project will be in Minnesota. A
map of the Project Study Area is enclosed.

The MR-C Project, as part of the LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio, is needed to support the reliability of
the regional transmission system, particularly in northwestern and central Minnesota and eastern
North Dakota; to provide additional transmission capacity and regional transfer capability to
reliably integrate new renewable generation; meet growing electrical demand; and strengthen the
regional transmission grid.

Two approvals must be obtained from the Commission before high voltage transmission lines and
associated facilities like the proposed Project can be built in Minnesota: a Certificate of Need and
a Route Permit. The Applicants plan to submit an application for a Certificate of Need in
accordance with Minnesota Statute § 216l to the Commission in February 2026. The Route
Permit application submittal is planned for the third quarter of 2026. Ahead of this process, the
Applicants are initiating stakeholder, agency, tribal, and public outreach through mailings,
meetings, and open houses. At this stage in Project development, the Applicants wish to make
you aware of the proposed Project and to gather any information that you might wish to share that
will help us identify potential route options or routing constraints. We appreciate your assistance
as we evaluate siting and routing information and work through the Commission’s approval

process.
Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
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The Applicants will review the Project using the United States Fish and Wildlife Service's
(“USFWS") Information for Planning and Consultation (“IPaC”) tool and will evaluate the Project
using Determination Keys (“D-Keys”) available at the time. In the event that the available D-Keys
are not applicable to the Project, the Applicants will coordinate with the USFWS Twin Cities Field
Office.

Please let me know if you have information that the Applicants should consider in evaluating and
developing potential routes for the Project. If you would like to request a meeting, please contact
me at (218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com. | am happy to discuss any questions that you
may have about the Project.

Sincerely,

Drew Janke
Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Enclosure: Project Study Area Map

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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30 West Superior Street 215 S. Cascade Street 12300 EIm Creek Boulevard

Duluth, MN 55802 Fergus Falls, MN 56537 Maple Grove, MN 55369
218.864.6059 218.739.8200 763.445.5000
www.mnpower.com Www.otgco.com www.qreatriverenerqy.com
June 9, 2025

Agency

Title

Address

Address

Re: Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
MPUC Docket No. E015, ET2, E017/CN-25-109

To Whom it May Concern:

On February 7, 2025, Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy
(collectively, the “Applicants”) submitted a Notice of Intent to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (“*Commission”) to construct the Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission
Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”).

On December 12, 2024, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”), a federally
registered planning authority, approved its Long-Range Transmission Planning (“LRTP”) Tranche
2.1 portfolio of projects as part of MISO’s 2024 Transmission Expansion Plan (“MTEP24"). The
LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio is made up of 24 projects, including project no. 20, the MR-C Project.
The Project involves construction of a new, approximately 160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV
transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’'s Cuyuna Substation
near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’'s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North
Dakota. Approximately 95% of the Project will be in Minnesota. A map of the Project Study Area is
enclosed.

The MR-C Project, as part of the LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio, is needed to support the reliability of
the regional transmission system, particularly in northwestern and central Minnesota and eastern
North Dakota; to provide additional transmission capacity and regional transfer capability to reliably
integrate new renewable generation; meet growing electrical demand; and strengthen the regional
transmission grid.

Two approvals must be obtained from the Commission before high voltage transmission lines and
associated facilities like the proposed Project can be built in Minnesota: a Certificate of Need and
a Route Permit. The Applicants plan to submit an application for a Certificate of Need in accordance
with Minnesota Statute § 216l to the Commission in February 2026. The Route Permit application
submittal is planned for the third quarter of 2026.

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix L
Page 29 of 156



June 9, 2025
Page 2

Ahead of this process, the Applicants are initiating stakeholder, agency, tribal, and public outreach
regarding the Project through letters, meetings, and open houses. At this stage in the development
of the Project, we want to make you aware of the Project and ask you to provide any information
that you believe would be helpful as we identify potential routes for the proposed transmission line.
This information could be regarding potential route options or potential constraints. We appreciate
your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work through the Commission’s
approval process.

Please let me know if you have information that the Applicants should consider in evaluating and
developing potential routes for the Project. If you would like to request a meeting, please contact
me at (218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com. | am happy to discuss any questions that you may
have about the Project.

Please distribute this information to other officials as needed.

Sincerely,

Drew Janke
Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Enclosure: Project Study Area Map

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix L
Page 30 of 156
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30 West Superior Street 215 S. Cascade Street 12300 EIm Creek Boulevard

Duluth, MN 55802 Fergus Falls, MN 56537 Maple Grove, MN 55369
218.864.6059 218.739.8200 763.445.5000
www.mnpower.com Www.otgco.com www.qreatriverenerqy.com
June 9, 2025

Agency

Title

Address

Address

Re: Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
MPUC Docket No. E015, ET2, E017/CN-25-109

To Whom it May Concern:

On February 7, 2025, Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy
(collectively, the “Applicants”) submitted a Notice of Intent to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (“*Commission”) to construct the Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission
Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”).

On December 12, 2024, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”), a federally
registered planning authority, approved its Long-Range Transmission Planning (“LRTP”) Tranche
2.1 portfolio of projects as part of MISO’s 2024 Transmission Expansion Plan (“MTEP24"). The
LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio is made up of 24 projects, including project no. 20, the MR-C Project.
The Project involves construction of a new, approximately 160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV
transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’'s Cuyuna Substation
near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’'s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North
Dakota. Approximately 95% of the Project will be in Minnesota. A map of the Project Study Area is
enclosed.

The MR-C Project, as part of the LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio, is needed to support the reliability of
the regional transmission system, particularly in northwestern and central Minnesota and eastern
North Dakota; to provide additional transmission capacity and regional transfer capability to reliably
integrate new renewable generation; meet growing electrical demand; and strengthen the regional
transmission grid.

Two approvals must be obtained from the Commission before high voltage transmission lines and
associated facilities like the proposed Project can be built in Minnesota: a Certificate of Need and
a Route Permit. The Applicants plan to submit an application for a Certificate of Need in accordance
with Minnesota Statute § 216l to the Commission in February 2026. The Route Permit application
submittal is planned for the third quarter of 2026.

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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June 9, 2025
Page 2

Ahead of this process, the Applicants are initiating stakeholder, agency, tribal, and public outreach
regarding the Project through letters, meetings, and open houses. At this stage in the development
of the Project, we want to make you aware of the Project and ask you to provide any information
that you believe would be helpful as we identify potential routes for the proposed transmission line.
This information could be regarding potential route options or potential constraints. We appreciate
your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work through the Commission’s
approval process.

Please let me know if you have information that the Applicants should consider in evaluating and
developing potential routes for the Project. If you would like to request a meeting, please contact
me at (218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com. | am happy to discuss any questions that you may
have about the Project.

Please distribute this information to other officials as needed.

Sincerely,

Drew Janke
Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Enclosure: Project Study Area Map

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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From: Dan Flo

To: Adrian Lund; BarDfarml@gmail.com

Cc: mbunny41@yahoo.com; BarDfarm1@gmail.com; dunntreasurer@arvig.net; tingy2@hotmail.com; Drew Janke
(MP); Tristen Joens

Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Re: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Date: Monday, July 28, 2025 4:05:29 PM

Attachments: image002.png
image003.png

Hi Adrian and thank you for the response. The MR-C Project is currently in the early stages of
development and we have identified a Study Area that we are evaluating for potential routing
opportunities. We are currently requesting feedback from local, state, and federal agencies
regarding the Study Area and are planning a number of open houses to facilitate additional
feedback from the public. We will keep you updated as we begin detailed routing.

The MR-C Project’s website includes more information that you might find helpful, including a
mapping tool that shows routing opportunities based on existing transmission lines and a
virtual open house presentation that includes potential structure designs. At this time, the
project does not anticipate any additional connections besides the Maple River and Cuyuna
Substations.

https://mrctransmissionproject.com/

We look forward to any comments you have throughout the routing and permitting process.

Sincerely,

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile

dan.flo@merjent.com

From: Adrian Lund <a.aug.lund@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 4:03 PM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>; BarDfarm1@gmail.com

Cc: mbunny41@yahoo.com; BarDfarml@gmail.com; dunntreasurer@arvig.net;
tingy2@hotmail.com; Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens
<tristen.joens@galileoaz.com>

Subject: EXTERNAL: Re: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Hi Dan,

As a layperson can you help me understand what this structure would look like? A few years
ago | watched a transmission system be installed along the 1-94 corridor in our area. Is this
what it would look like or larger or smaller than that system.

Also, regarding your graphic, are all areas inside the highlighted area equally likely to contain
the best path or is there a way to mark higher and lower probability areas.

Finally, is there any other connections that happen on this circuit or is it an isolated end to end
connection?

Thanks

Adrian Lund

Dunn Township Supervisor

Otter Tail Co

Adrian

From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 2:43:02 PM

To: BarDfarml@gmail.com <BarDfarm1@gmail.com>

Cc: mbunny41@yahoo.com <mbunny41@yahoo.com>; a.aug.lund@gmail.com
<a.aug.lund@gmail.com>; bardfarm1@gmail.com <bardfarm1@gmail.com>;
dunntreasurer@arvig.net <dunntreasurer@arvig.net>; tingy2 @hotmail.com <tingy2 @hotmail.com>;

Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@galilecaz.com>
Subject: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

David L. Johnson:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the “Applicants”)
are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on
double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton,
Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.
Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota. This project is referred to as the
Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”). Minnesota
Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Project to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for approval.

The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at (218) 576-
9213 or djanke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Dan Flo on behalf of

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

2]

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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30 West Superior Street 215 S. Cascade Street 12300 EIm Creek Boulevard

Duluth, MN 55802 Fergus Falls, MN 56537 Maple Grove, MN 55369
218.864.6059 218.739.8200 763.445.5000
www.mnpower.com Www.otgco.com www.qreatriverenerqy.com
June 9, 2025

Agency

Title

Address

Address

Re: Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
MPUC Docket No. E015, ET2, E017/CN-25-109

To Whom it May Concern:

On February 7, 2025, Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy
(collectively, the “Applicants”) submitted a Notice of Intent to the Minnesota Public Ultilities
Commission (“Commission”) to construct the Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission
Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”).

On December 12, 2024, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”), a federally
registered planning authority, approved its Long-Range Transmission Planning (“LRTP”) Tranche
2.1 portfolio of projects as part of MISO’s 2024 Transmission Expansion Plan (“MTEP24"). The
LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio is made up of 24 projects, including project no. 20, the MR-C Project.
The Project involves construction of a new, approximately 160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV
transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’'s Cuyuna Substation
near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’'s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North
Dakota. Approximately 95% of the Project will be in Minnesota. A map of the Project Study Area is
enclosed.

The MR-C Project, as part of the LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio, is needed to support the reliability of
the regional transmission system, particularly in northwestern and central Minnesota and eastern
North Dakota; to provide additional transmission capacity and regional transfer capability to reliably
integrate new renewable generation; meet growing electrical demand; and strengthen the regional
transmission grid.

Two approvals must be obtained from the Commission before high voltage transmission lines and
associated facilities like the proposed Project can be built in Minnesota: a Certificate of Need and
a Route Permit. The Applicants plan to submit an application for a Certificate of Need in accordance
with Minnesota Statute § 216l to the Commission in February 2026. The Route Permit application
submittal is planned for the third quarter of 2026.

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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June 9, 2025
Page 2

Ahead of this process, the Applicants are initiating stakeholder, agency, tribal, and public outreach
regarding the Project through letters, meetings, and open houses. At this stage in the development
of the Project, we want to make you aware of the Project and ask you to provide any information
that you believe would be helpful as we identify potential routes for the proposed transmission line.
This information could be regarding potential route options or potential constraints. We appreciate
your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work through the Commission’s
approval process.

Please let me know if you have information that the Applicants should consider in evaluating and
developing potential routes for the Project. If you would like to request a meeting, please contact
me at (218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com. | am happy to discuss any questions that you may
have about the Project.

Please distribute this information to other officials as needed.

Sincerely,

Drew Janke
Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Enclosure: Project Study Area Map

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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From: Fairman, Kate (DNR)

To: Dan Flo

Cc: Bump. Samantha (DNR); Martin.Donovan

Subject: EXTERNAL: Re: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Monday, June 9, 2025 3:00:12 PM

Attachments: image001.png

Hello Dan,

For future notifications regarding energy projects in Minnesota subject to PUC permitting,
please provide them directly to the following staff:

Samantha Bump for route permits, including transmission lines and pipelines;

Martin Donovan for site permits, including solar, wind and battery facilities.

Both are cc'd on this email for your convenience.

Thank you,
Kate Fairman

From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 9:35 AM

To: Fairman, Kate (DNR) <kate.fairman@state.mn.us>

Cc: Bergey, Ben (DNR) <Ben.Bergey@state.mn.us>; Shelly.patten@state.mn.us
<Shelly.patten@state.mn.us>; Wilson, Grant (DNR) <grant.wilson@state.mn.us>; Horton, Becky
(DNR) <becky.horton@state.mn.us>; Johnson, Diane X (DCT) <Diane.Johnson@state.mn.us>; Parson,
Jessica (DNR) <jessica.parson@state.mn.us>; Thielen, Patty A (DNR) <patty.thielen@state.mn.us>;
Speldrich, Bri (DNR) <Brianna.Speldrich@state.mn.us>; Barrett, Molly (She/Her/Hers) (DNR)
<Molly.Barrett@state.mn.us>; jim.drake@state.mn.us <jim.drake@state.mn.us>; Carpenter, Charles
(DNR) <charles.carpenter@state.mn.us>; Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens
<tristen.joens@galileoaz.com>; Mandy Bohnenblust <mandy.bohnenblust@merjent.com>

Subject: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Some people who received this message don't often get email from dan.flo@merjent.com. Learn why this is
important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security

Operations Center.

Kate Fairman:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the “Applicants”)
are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on
double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton,

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.
Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota. This project is referred to as the
Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”). Minnesota
Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Project to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for approval.

The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at (218) 576-
9213 or djanke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Dan Flo

Minneapolis

612.812.0069 mobile

dan.flo@merjent.com
2]

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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30 West Superior Street 215 S. Cascade Street 12300 Elm Creek Boulevard

Duluth, MN 55802 Fergus Falls, MN 56537 Maple Grove, MN 55369
218.864.6059 218.739.8200 763.445.5000
WWW.mnpower.com WWW.Otpco.com Www.greatriverenergy.com
June 9, 2025 VIA Email

Re: Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
MPUC Docket No. E015, ET2, E017/CN-25-109

To Whom It May Concern:

On February 7, 2025, Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy
(collectively, the “Applicants”) submitted a Notice of Intent to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (“Commission”) to construct the Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission
Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”).

On December 12, 2024, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (*"MISO”), a
federally registered planning authority, approved its Long-Range Transmission Planning (“LRTP")
Tranche 2.1 portfolio of projects as part of MISO’s 2024 Transmission Expansion Plan
("MTEP24"). The LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio is made up of 24 projects, including project no. 20,
the MR-C Project. The Project involves construction of a new, approximately 160-mile-long,
single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota
Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River
Substation near Fargo, North Dakota. Approximately 95% of the Project will be in Minnesota. A
map of the Project Study Area is enclosed.

The MR-C Project, as part of the LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio, is needed to support the reliability of
the regional transmission system, particularly in northwestern and central Minnesota and eastern
North Dakota; to provide additional transmission capacity and regional transfer capability to
reliably integrate new renewable generation; meet growing electrical demand; and strengthen the
regional transmission grid.

Two approvals must be obtained from the Commission before high voltage transmission lines and
associated facilities like the proposed Project can be built in Minnesota: a Certificate of Need and
a Route Permit. The Applicants plan to submit an application for a Certificate of Need in
accordance with Minnesota Statute § 2161 to the Commission in February 2026. The Route
Permit application submittal is planned for the third quarter of 2026. Ahead of this process, the
Applicants are initiating stakeholder, agency, tribal, and public outreach through mailings,
meetings, and open houses. At this stage in Project development, the Applicants wish to make
you aware of the proposed Project and to gather any information that you might wish to share that
will help us identify potential route options or routing constraints. We appreciate your assistance
as we evaluate siting and routing information and work through the Commission’s approval

process.
Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
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June 9, 2025
Page 2

The Applicants will review the Project using the United States Fish and Wildlife Service's
(“USFWS") Information for Planning and Consultation (“IPaC”) tool and will evaluate the Project
using Determination Keys (“D-Keys”) available at the time. In the event that the available D-Keys
are not applicable to the Project, the Applicants will coordinate with the USFWS Twin Cities Field
Office.

Please let me know if you have information that the Applicants should consider in evaluating and
developing potential routes for the Project. If you would like to request a meeting, please contact
me at (218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com. | am happy to discuss any questions that you
may have about the Project.

Sincerely,

Drew Janke
Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Enclosure: Project Study Area Map

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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From: Kotch Egstad. Stacy (DOT)

To: Dan Flo; Drew Janke (MP)
Cc: Meyer, Matthew (DOT); Lee, Thomas (DOT); Gries, Shane (DOT); Munsch, Richard (DOT); Mollner, Jeremy

(DOT); Keranen, Jonathan (DOT); Peterson. Keith (DOT); Condon. Terry (He/Him/His) (DOT); Johnson, Thomas
D (DOT); Gildersleeve, John (DOT); Minske, Daryn (DOT); Bakken, Shane (DOT); Tristen Joens; Pignato, Joseph
(DOT); Hogan. Karissa (She/Her/Hers) (DOT)

Subject: RE: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Monday, June 9, 2025 9:00:59 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Drew and Dan,

Thank you for initiating early consultation on the proposed Maple River — Cuyuna 345kV
Transmission Project.

At this time, the study area is too broad to offer certain specifics on anticipated trunk highway

impacts. For your research and planning purposes, I’'ve attached several links below regarding
MnDOT future projects and planning, MnDOT utility permitting, and guidance on expectations

around early project coordination and review.

Construction Projects, Plans, and Studies on Minnesota Highways - MnDOT (searchable by
MnDOT district)

State Transportation Improvement Program - MnDOT

10-Year Capital Highway Investment Plan - MnDOT

Utility Agreements and Permits - MnDOT

Large Energy Facility Project Guidance - MnDOT

Once the Project Study Area has narrowed and potential impacts to MnDOT areas of interest
become clearer, MNnDOT invites you and your team to host a project introduction meeting with
applicable agency staff. Ideally, this meeting would occur at least 3 months prior to submitting
any applications to the PUC in order to complete MnDOT’s Utility Early Notification Memo
(ENM) process.

Meeting topics may include:
1. Scope of work
2. Projecttimeline
3. Available
a. GIS/Non-GIS mapping (shapefiles/.kmz files)
b. Pole typicals
c. Workspace typicals

N

. Anticipated effects on the state trunk highway system
a. Extent of ROW sharing (desired/anticipated)

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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b. Access
c. Method(s) of construction
5. Other state/federal agency coordination to-date
6. Anoverview of MNnDOT’s early coordination expectations (Utility ENM process) — by
MnDOT staff

Please use me as your point of contact for all subsequential project coordination throughout
these planning stages and the PUC permitting process.

Please reach out to schedule a meeting or should you have any questions on the information
provided.

Regards,

Stacy Kotch Egstad

Utility Routing & Siting Coordinator | Office of Land Management
Minnesota Department of Transportation

395 John Ireland Blvd Mailstop 678

St. Paul, MN. 55155

651-358-0786

Large Energy Facility Project Guidance - MnDOT (state.mn.us)
| 2]

From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 9:41 AM

To: Pignato, Joseph (DOT) <joseph.pignato@state.mn.us>

Cc: Kotch Egstad, Stacy (DOT) <stacy.kotch@state.mn.us>; Meyer, Matthew (DOT)
<matthew.m.meyer@state.mn.us>; Lee, Thomas (DOT) <Thomas.Lee@state.mn.us>; Gries, Shane
(DOT) <shane.gries@state.mn.us>; Munsch, Richard (DOT) <richard.munsch@state.mn.us>; Mollner,
Jeremy (DOT) <jeremy.mollner@state.mn.us>; Keranen, Jonathan (DOT)
<jonathan.keranen@state.mn.us>; Peterson, Keith (DOT) <keith.peterson@state.mn.us>; Condon,
Terry (He/Him/His) (DOT) <terry.condon@state.mn.us>; Johnson, Thomas D (DOT)
<thomas.d.johnson@state.mn.us>; Gildersleeve, John (DOT) <john.gildersleeve @state.mn.us>;
Minske, Daryn (DOT) <daryn.minske@state.mn.us>; Bakken, Shane (DOT)
<Shane.Bakken@state.mn.us>; Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens
<tristen.joens@galileoaz.com>

Subject: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Some people who received this message don't often get email from dan.flo@merjent.com. Learn why this is

Important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.
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Joe Pignato:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the “Applicants”)
are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on
double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton,
Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.
Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota. This project is referred to as the
Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”). Minnesota
Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Project to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for approval.

The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at (218) 576-
9213 or djanke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

LEA‘

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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30 West Superior Street Blvd 215 S. Cascade Street 12300 EIm Creek

Duluth, MN 55802 Fergus Falls, MN 56537 Maple Grove, MN 55369
218.864.6059 218.739.8200 763.445.5000
WWwW.mnpower.com WWW.0tpco.com www.greatriverenergy.com
June 9, 2025 VIA Email

Joe Pignato

Minnesota Department of Transportation
Land Management Office Director

395 John Ireland Blvd

Mailstop 630

St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
MPUC Docket No. E015, ET2, E017/CN-25-109

Dear Joe Pignato:

On February 7, 2025, Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy
(collectively, the “Applicants”) submitted a Notice of Intent to the Minnesota Public Ultilities
Commission (“Commission”) to construct the Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission
Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”).

On December 12, 2024, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO"), a
federally registered planning authority, approved its Long-Range Transmission Planning (“LRTP”)
Tranche 2.1 portfolio of projects as part of MISO’s 2024 Transmission Expansion Plan
(“MTEP24"). The LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio is made up of 24 projects, including project no. 20,
the MR-C Project. The Project involves construction of a new, approximately 160-mile-long,
single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota
Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River
Substation near Fargo, North Dakota. Approximately 95% of the Project will be in Minnesota. A
map of the Project Study Area is enclosed.

The MR-C Project, as part of the LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio, is needed to support the reliability
of the regional transmission system, particularly in northwestern and central Minnesota and
eastern North Dakota; to provide additional transmission capacity and regional transfer capability
to reliably integrate new renewable generation; meet growing electrical demand; and strengthen
the regional transmission grid.

Two approvals must be obtained from the Commission before high voltage transmission lines and
associated facilities like the proposed Project can be built in Minnesota: a Certificate of Need and
a Route Permit. The Applicants plan to submit an application for a Certificate of Need in
accordance with Minnesota Statute § 2161 to the Commission in February 2026. The Route Permit
application submittal is planned for the third quarter of 2026. Ahead of this process, the Applicants
are initiating stakeholder, agency, tribal, and public outreach through mailings, meetings, and
open houses. At this stage in Project development, the Applicants wish to make you aware of the
proposed Project and to gather any information that you might wish to share that will help us
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identify potential route options or routing constraints. We appreciate your assistance as we
evaluate siting and routing information and work through the Commission’s approval process.

Please let me know if you have information that the Applicants should consider in evaluating and
developing potential routes for the Project. If you would like to request a meeting, please contact
me at (218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com. | am happy to discuss any questions that you
may have about the Project.

Sincerely,

Drew Janke
Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Enclosure: Project Study Area Map
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From: Drew Janke (MP)

To: Robert Kangas

Cc: Dan Flo; Tristen Joens

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL MAIL] Re: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Thursday, June 19, 2025 2:29:02 PM

Attachments: image001.png

Hi Robert,

Thank you for your response. It has been noted for the project record.

Regards,
Drew

Drew Janke

Environmental Compliance Specialist 11
Minnesota Power | ALLETE, Inc.

30 West Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55802

O: 218-355-3569
C: 218-576-9213

From: Robert Kangas <bob.kangas@casscountymn.gov>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 6:45 PM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>; Tristen Joens
<tristen.joens@galileoaz.com>

Subject: [EXTERNAL MAIL] Re: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

You don't often get email from bob.kangas@casscountymn.gov. Learn why this is important

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] This email was sent from someone
outside the company.

Don't let cyber threats cloud our summer! Remember not to click
links, download attachments, or reply with personal information
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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E

this project is needed and the sonera it gets done the better for us all in the future.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Dan Flo

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 10:29:40 AM

To: Robert Kangas

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) ; Dan Flo ; Tristen Joens

Subject: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Robert Kangas:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the “Applicants”)
are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on
double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton,
Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.
Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota. This project is referred to as the
Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”). Minnesota
Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Project to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for approval.

The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at (218) 576-
9213 or djanke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental

Minnesota Power

Dan Flo

Minneapolis

612.812.0069 mobile

dan.flo@merjent.com

2]

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message (including any attachments) may contain
Confidential Information intended for the specific individual and purpose, and is protected by
law. If you are not the intended recipient, you should delete this message. Any disclosure,
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copying, or distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based on it, is strictly
prohibited.
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From: Dan Flo

To: Clerk
Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Tristen Joens
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: RE: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Monday, July 28, 2025 3:58:26 PM
Attachments: image002.png
image003.png

Hi Jenna, thank you for the response. The MR-C Project is currently in the early stages of
development and we have identified a Study Area that we are evaluating for potential routing
opportunities. We are currently requesting feedback from local, state, and federal agencies
regarding the Study Area and are planning a number of open houses to facilitate additional
feedback from the public. We will keep you updated as we begin detailed routing.

At this time, we don’t know whether the project will cross close to Sylvan. We anticipate
having a proposed route in mid-2026. This transmission line is not related to the solar farm you

mentioned.
We look forward to any comments you have throughout the routing and permitting process.

Sincerely,

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

From: Clerk <clerk@sylvantwp.com>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 3:58 PM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@galilecaz.com>
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Is this project going to run though Sylvan or is the solar farm in Sylvan incorporated into it?
I am just wondering if there is anything you need from my Board or if this is just
information for them?

Thanks,

Jenna Ruggles
Sylvan Township
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From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 10:21 AM

To: Clerk <clerk@sylvantwp.com>

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@galilecaz.com>
Subject: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Jenna Ruggles:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the
“Applicants”) are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345
kV transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna
Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation
near Fargo, North Dakota. Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota.
This project is referred to as the Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the
“Project” or “MR-C Project”). Minnesota Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate
of Need and Route Permit for the Project to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for
approval.

The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at
(218) 576-9213 or dianke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of
Drew Janke
Project Manager — Environmental

Minnesota Power

Dan Flo

Minneapolis
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612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

(2]

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may
contain information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy,
forward, or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have
received this message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely
from your computer system.
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From: Shelly Carlson

To: Dan Flo

Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Tristen Joens; Dan Mabhli; Travis Schmidt; Bob Zimmerman; Tom Trowbridge
Subject: Re: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Date: Monday, June 9, 2025 9:36:20 AM

Attachments: image001.png

Thank you for this information. | have looped in the Moorhead City Manager, the Director of
Moorhead Public Service, and the Moorhead City Engineers for their awareness.

We will get back to you with any questions or concerns we may have. Additionally, the letter
mentions public outreach meetings. What is the date, time and location of the one scheduled in
Moorhead?

Shelly Carlson

Mayor

City of Moorhead

500 Center Ave

Moorhead, MN 56560
shelly.carlson@moorheadmn.gov

www.CityofMoorhead.com
Phone: 218-299-5307

Please contact Tara Nielsen, Executive Assistant to the Mayor and City Manager, to schedule
meetings and appointments. Tara.Nielsen@moorheadmn.gov or 218-299-5303

www.MakeMoorheadHome.com

From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 10:42 AM

To: Shelly Carlson <shelly.carlson@moorheadmn.gov>

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@galilecaz.com>
Subject: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

You don't often get email from dan.flo@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

Shelly Carlson:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the “Applicants”)
are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on
double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton,
Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.
Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota. This project is referred to as the
Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”). Minnesota
Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Project to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for approval.

The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
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appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at (218) 576-
9213 or djanke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

(2]

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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From: Petersen, Thom (MDA)

To: Dan Flo

Cc: Roos, Stephan (MDA); Drew Janke (MP); Tristen Joens
Subject: RE: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2025 4:09:10 AM

Attachments: image001.png

Received, thank-you.

Thom Petersen, Commissioner
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
Thom.Petersen@state.mn.us
651-201-6219 (O)

612-749-5179 (W)

From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 10:00 AM

To: Petersen, Thom (MDA) <thom.petersen@state.mn.us>

Cc: Roos, Stephan (MDA) <stephan.roos@state.mn.us>; Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>;
Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@galileoaz.com>

Subject: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Some people who received this message don't often get email from dan.flo@merjent.com. Learn why this is
important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Thom Petersen:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the “Applicants”)
are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on
double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton,
Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.
Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota. This project is referred to as the
Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”). Minnesota
Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Project to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for approval.
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The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at (218) 576-
9213 or djanke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

2]

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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From: Dan Flo

To: Debbie Lynn
Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Tristen Joens
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Re: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Monday, July 28, 2025 4:08:25 PM
Attachments: image001.png
image002.png

Hi Debbie and thank you for the response. The MR-C Project’s website includes more
information that you and the township board might find helpful, including a mapping tool that
shows routing opportunities based on existing transmission lines and a virtual open house
presentation that includes potential structure designs.

https://mrctransmissionproject.com/

We look forward to any comments you have throughout the routing and permitting process.

Sincerely,

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile

dan.flo@merjent.com

From: Debbie Lynn <girardtwnsh@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2025 9:14 AM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Subject: EXTERNAL: Re: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Greetings Dan,

Thank you for sending the information on the Maple River-Cuyuna Transmission project. | will
make sure the Girard Township Board of Supervisors see the information at the next meeting,
scheduled Tuesday, June 17. Should they have any questions or concerns, | will let you know.

Regards,

Debbie Irmen

Girard Township Clerk
218-770-0776

girardtwnsh@gmail.com
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On Mon, Jun 9, 2025 at 2:42 PM Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com> wrote:
Debbie Irmen:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the
“Applicants”) are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345 kV
transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna
Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near
Fargo, North Dakota. Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota. This project
is referred to as the Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the “Project” or “MR-
C Project”). Minnesota Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate of Need and Route
Permit for the Project to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for approval.

The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at (218)
576-9213 or dijanke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Dan Flo

Minneapolis

612.812.0069 mobile

dan.flo@merjent.com
(2]

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.
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From: Dan Flo

To: Roos, Stephan (MDA)
Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Tristen Joens; Petersen, Thom (MDA)
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: RE: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2025 7:57:54 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

image003.png

image004.png

image005.png

image006.png

image007.png

250609_MRC_Transmission_Project_Letter TPetersen.pdf

Good morning Steve — attached please find the project introduction letter for the MR-C
Transmission Project. We look forward to any comments from the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture.

Best,

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

'1erjent.

From: Roos, Stephan (MDA) <stephan.roos@state.mn.us>

Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2025 9:05 AM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@galileoaz.com>;
Petersen, Thom (MDA) <thom.petersen@state.mn.us>

Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Hi Dan,

I’m the person t MDA that tracks energy projects before the PUC. Commissioner Petersen
forwarded your message to me but the attachment didn’t come through. Would you please
send it to me directly?

Thanks,

Steve

Steve Roos

Environmental Planner

Agricultural Marketing and Development Division
625 Robert Street North

Saint Paul, MN 55155-2538
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0:651-201-6631
C:612-968-7208

From: Petersen, Thom (MDA) <thom.petersen@state.mn.us>

Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2025 6:09 AM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Cc: Roos, Stephan (MDA) <stephan.roos@state.mn.us>; Drew Janke (MP) <djanke @ mnpower.com>;
Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@galilecaz.com>

Subject: RE: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Received, thank-you.

Thom Petersen, Commissioner
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
Thom.Petersen@state.mn.us
651-201-6219 (O)

612-749-5179 (W)

From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 10:00 AM

To: Petersen, Thom (MDA) <thom.petersen@state.mn.us>

Cc: Roos, Stephan (MDA) <stephan.roos@state.mn.us>; Drew Janke (MP) <djanke @ mnpower.com>;
Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@galilecaz.com>

Subject: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Some people who received this message don't often get email from dan.flo@merjent.com. Learn why this is
important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Thom Petersen:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the
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“Applicants”) are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345 kV
transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna
Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation
near Fargo, North Dakota. Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota.
This project is referred to as the Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the
“Project” or “MR-C Project”). Minnesota Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate
of Need and Route Permit for the Project to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for
approval.

The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at
(218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Dan Flo

Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your

computer system.

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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30 West Superior Street Blvd 215 S. Cascade Street 12300 EIm Creek

Duluth, MN 55802 Fergus Falls, MN 56537 Maple Grove, MN 55369
218.864.6059 218.739.8200 763.445.5000
WWW.mnpower.com Wwww.otpco.com www.greatriverenergy.com
June 9, 2025 VIA Email

Thom Petersen

Minnesota Department of Agriculture
Commissioner

625 Robert St N

St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
MPUC Docket No. E015, ET2, EQ17/CN-25-109

Dear Thom Petersen:

On February 7, 2025, Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy
(collectively, the “Applicants”) submitted a Notice of Intent to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (“Commission”) to construct the Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission
Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”).

On December 12, 2024, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”), a
federally registered planning authority, approved its Long-Range Transmission Planning (“LRTP")
Tranche 2.1 portfolio of projects as part of MISO’s 2024 Transmission Expansion Plan
(“MTEP24”). The LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio is made up of 24 projects, including project no. 20,
the MR-C Project. The Project involves construction of a new, approximately 160-mile-long,
single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota
Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River
Substation near Fargo, North Dakota. Approximately 95% of the Project will be in Minnesota. A
map of the Project Study Area is enclosed.

The MR-C Project, as part of the LRTP Tranche 2.1 portfolio, is needed to support the reliability
of the regional transmission system, particularly in northwestern and central Minnesota and
eastern North Dakota; to provide additional transmission capacity and regional transfer capability
to reliably integrate new renewable generation; meet growing electrical demand; and strengthen
the regional transmission grid.

Two approvals must be obtained from the Commission before high voltage transmission lines and
associated facilities like the proposed Project can be built in Minnesota: a Certificate of Need and
a Route Permit. The Applicants plan to submit an application for a Certificate of Need in
accordance with Minnesota Statute § 216l to the Commission in February 2026. The Route Permit
application submittal is planned for the third quarter of 2026. Ahead of this process, the Applicants
are initiating stakeholder, agency, tribal, and public outreach through mailings, meetings, and
open houses. At this stage in Project development, the Applicants wish to make you aware of the
proposed Project and to gather any information that you might wish to share that will help us

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix L
Page 72 of 156



identify potential route options or routing constraints. We appreciate your assistance as we
evaluate siting and routing information and work through the Commission’s approval process.

Please let me know if you have information that the Applicants should consider in evaluating and
developing potential routes for the Project. If you would like to request a meeting, please contact
me at (218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com. | am happy to discuss any questions that you
may have about the Project.

Sincerely,

Drew Janke
Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Enclosure: Project Study Area Map
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From: Drew Janke (MP)

To: otcity@arvig.net

Cc: Dan Flo; Mandy Bohnenblust; Karen Overcash; Tristen Joens
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: [EXTERNAL MAIL] City of Ottertail Indian Mounds
Date: Wednesday, July 16, 2025 1:29:46 PM

Attachments: image002.png

Good afternoon Amanda,
Thank you for sharing! We’ll make sure this is considered during the ongoing route development process.
In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or additional information.

Thank you,
Drew

Drew Janke

Environmental Compliance Specialist I1
Minnesota Power | ALLETE, Inc.

30 West Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55802

0: 218-355-3569
C: 218-576-9213

From: otcity@arvig.net <otcity@arvig.net>

Sent: Wednesday, July 16, 2025 8:57 AM

To: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>

Subject: [EXTERNAL MAIL] City of Ottertail Indian Mounds

I You don't often get email from otcity@arvig.net. Learn why this is important

O Think [EXTERNAL EMAIL] This email was sent from someone outside the company.

Before You Don't let cyber threats cloud our summer! Remember not to click links, download
attachments, or reply with personal information unless you recognize the sender and
C |_| C k know the content is safe.

God Morning Drew, | am the city clerk for Ottertail. | received your letter and wanted to make you aware of mounds
that are present in the city of Ottertail. | am sure you are aware of them already, but want to share a few older
maps the city has of their locations. Hope this helps in the location of your transmission project.

Sincerely, Amanda

Amanda Thorson
Clerk-Treasurer
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218-367-2250

City of Ottertail

239 Hwy 78 N — PO Box 245
Ottertail, MN 56571
clerkotcity@arvig.net
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From: Dan Flo

To: Kathi Budke
Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Tristen Joens
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Re: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Monday, August 25, 2025 9:02:08 AM
Attachments: image001.png
image002.png
Hi Kathi,

Thank you for reaching out regarding the Maple River-Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission
Project. The MR-C Project is currently in the early stages of development and we are
evaluating for potential routing opportunities. We are currently requesting feedback
from local, state, and federal agencies regarding the Study Area and are planning a
number of open houses to facilitate additional feedback from the public. We will keep
you updated as we begin detailed routing. Please check out the Project’s website for
more updates: https://mrctransmissionproject.com/. The website includes a mapping
tool that shows routing opportunities in relation to specific properties.

The project will be holding another round of open houses from October 20th to the 23rd,
at which time there will be more detail to share regarding potential route options.
Announcements for the open house schedule will be sent out around the end of
September or first week of October.

If you have additional questions, feel free to reach out directly to Drew Janke, Minnesota
Power’s project manager, at (218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com.

Sincerely,

Dan Flo
Senior Project Manager
612.924.3982 direct
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

(2]
1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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From: Kathi Budke <fribergtownship@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, August 5, 2025 1:09 PM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Subject: EXTERNAL: Re: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Good Afternoon Dan:
Please keep the township informed on future decisions regarding the route of
transmission line.

Thankyou,
Kathi Budke, clerk
Friberg Township/Otter Tail County

On Mon, Jun 9, 2025 at 2:46 PM Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com> wrote:
Greg Kugler:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the
“Applicants”) are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345
kV transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna
Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation
near Fargo, North Dakota. Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota.
This projectis referred to as the Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the
“Project” or “MR-C Project”). Minnesota Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate
of Need and Route Permit for the Project to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for
approval.

The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at
(218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Dan Flo

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix L
Page 82 of 156



Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

2]

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may
contain information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read,
copy, forward, or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you
have received this message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it
completely from your computer system.
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From: Mandy Bohnenblust

To: Baird, Owen (DNR); Parson, Jessica (DNR)
Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Dan Flo
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: RE: MR-C Transmission Line - Follow up to DNR Meeting
Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 8:10:14 AM
Attachments: MRC_Notice Plan_Area.zip
image001.png
image002.png
Hi Owen,

Thank you for this response and the links to the data. We have reviewed those sources
as part of the routing process and look forward to receiving additional information as it
becomes available. Based on desktop analysis and stakeholder feedback, we are
focusing on routing opportunities as shown in the attached zip file, which is a smaller
area that what we have previously provided. Please let me know of any questions or
comments.

Thank you,
Mandy

Mandy Bohnenblust
612.746.3677 direct
612.816.2097mobile

mandy.bohnenblust@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com

From: Baird, Owen (DNR) <owen.baird@state.mn.us>

Sent: Tuesday, September 23, 2025 11:17 AM

To: Mandy Bohnenblust <mandy.bohnenblust@merjent.com>; Parson, Jessica (DNR)
<jessica.parson@state.mn.us>

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: MR-C Transmission Line - Follow up to DNR Meeting

Hi Mandy,

We are collecting comments from various DNR divisions regarding the lands and
significant resources along the potential routes and will provide them to you soon.
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The one publicly available lands layer that indicates federal aid for acquisition is the
WMA layer: https://gisdata.mn.gov/dataset/bdry-dnr-wildlife-mgmt-areas-pub.

Also, State Mineral Leases: https://gisdata.mn.gov/dataset/plan-state-minleases;
however, there are other mineral resource potential areas and aggregate resources that
are notincluded in this dataset.

Additional layers that may assist in planning are found on the Minnesota Geospatial
Commons https://gisdata.mn.gov/organization/us-mn-state-dnr.

Owen Baird
Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist | Ecological and Water Resources

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Phone: 218-580-0381
owen.baird@state.mn.us

mndnr.gov

From: Mandy Bohnenblust <mandy.bohnenblust@merjent.com>

Sent: Friday, September 19, 2025 12:11 PM

To: Parson, Jessica (DNR) <jessica.parson@state.mn.us>; Baird, Owen (DNR)
<owen.baird@state.mn.us>

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>
Subject: RE: MR-C Transmission Line - Follow up to DNR Meeting

This message may be from an external email source.

Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Hi Jessica and Owen,
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| hope you are both doing well! | wanted to take a minute to follow up on my email
below. If you have data sources for mineral lease land, LAWCON, or Pittman-Robertson
Act land that you can share, it would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks, and have a wonderful weekend!

Mandy

Mandy Bohnenblust
612.746.3677 direct
612.816.2097mobile

mandy.bohnenblust@merjent.com

2]

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main

www.merjent.com

From: Mandy Bohnenblust

Sent: Tuesday, July 29, 2025 11:18 AM

To: Parson, Jessica (DNR) <jessica.parson@state.mn.us>; Baird, Owen (DNR)
<owen.baird@state.mn.us>

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>
Subject: MR-C Transmission Line - Follow up to DNR Meeting

Jessica and Owen,

Thank you again for the great conversation yesterday regarding the proposed MR-C transmission line
project. As requested, attached is a shapefile showing possible routing opportunities. This
information was shared yesterday via the PowerPoint and is available on the MR-C website. As you
review, please feel free to reach out with any comments or feedback.

Also, as discussed, the data sources below may be helpful for us to review and evaluate at this early
stage of the routing process. We understand some data sets may be harder to track down, but
appreciate anything you can provide.

e DNR mineral lease land

e [AWCON land

e Pittman-Robertson Act land

Thanks again for the conversation. We look forward to the continued conversations with the DNR as
the project moves forward.
Mandy
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Mandy Bohnenblust
612.746.3677 direct
612.816.2097mobile

mandy.bohnenblust@merjent.com

2]

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main

www.merjent.com

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.
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From: Josh Stevenson

To: Tristen Joens

Cc: Mark Gossman

Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Maple River to Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Line Project Meeting Request
Date: Wednesday, October 1, 2025 8:43:48 AM

Attachments: image001.png

Good morning, Tristen,
Thank you for the information. It appears the route for this project has not been selected.

Please work with our Land Commissioner, Mark Gossman, regarding our easement
policy if you are interested in a route that crosses Cass County public lands. If itis
determined that an easement is needed from Cass County, we will need approval from
the Board of Commissioners. This would be the time to provide information and answer
questions from the Board. | don’t think you are ready to address the Cass County Board
of Commissioners at this time.

Are you planning to have public input meetings regarding this project?
Let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Joshua Stevenson

Cass County Administrator

303 Minnesota Avenue W | PO Box 3000
Walker, MN 56484

Phone: 218-547-7204 | Fax: 218-547-7455
Cell Phone: 218-536-1000

Josh.stevenson@casscountymn.gov

From: Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@merjent.com>

Sent: Monday, September 29, 2025 5:08 PM

To: Josh Stevenson <josh.stevenson@casscountymn.gov>

Subject: Maple River to Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Line Project Meeting Request

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix L
Page 88 of 156



HiJosh,

| spoke to you a few weeks ago about requesting a meeting with the county and
Minnesota Power for the Maple River to Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Line Project. You
requested some background information and indicated that a Board of Commissioners
Meeting may not be the most appropriate meeting format.

| have attached the Maple River to Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Line Project
presentation. Please let me know how you would like me to proceed.

Thank you,

Tristen Joens

Gallileo Division
480.674.5304 direct
623.217.4965 mobile
tristen.joens@merjent.com

2]

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main

www.merjent.com

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your

computer system.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message (including any attachments) may contain
Confidential Information intended for the specific individual and purpose, and is protected by
law. If you are not the intended recipient, you should delete this message. Any disclosure,
copying, or distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based on it, is strictly
prohibited.
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From: Mark Gossman

To: Tristen Joens

Subject: EXTERNAL: FW: Maple River to Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Line Project Meeting Request
Date: Thursday, October 2, 2025 12:54:25 PM

Attachments: image001.png

250929 County Meeting Presentation.pdf
LM-1 Easements (1).pdf

Tristen:

As discussed on the phone today | am providing you with our procedure on easements. In
summary, if the utility easement is chosen to cross Cass County ownership,

-a centerline description is need with a legal description and the acres impacted.

-An annual payment of 5% of the land value of the acres impacted.

-MN power, Great River Energy, and Ottertail Power have utility easements in place that range
from 100 feet wide to 200 feet wide.

Sincerely,

Mark Gossman

Land Commissioner

Cass County Land Department
218 Washburn Ave E.

P.O. Box 25

Backus MN 56435
218-947-7501 Office

Mark.Gossman@casscountymn.gov

From: Josh Stevenson <josh.stevenson@casscountymn.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2025 7:29 AM

To: Mark Gossman <mark.gossman@casscountymn.gov>

Subject: FW: Maple River to Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Line Project Meeting Request

FYI... See attached...

From: Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@merjent.com>

Sent: Monday, September 29, 2025 5:08 PM

To: Josh Stevenson <josh.stevenson@casscountymn.gov>

Subject: Maple River to Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Line Project Meeting Request
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HiJosh,

| spoke to you a few weeks ago about requesting a meeting with the county and
Minnesota Power for the Maple River to Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Line Project. You
requested some background information and indicated that a Board of Commissioners
Meeting may not be the most appropriate meeting format.

| have attached the Maple River to Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Line Project
presentation. Please let me know how you would like me to proceed.

Thank you,

Tristen Joens

Gallileo Division
480.674.5304 direct
623.217.4965 mobile
tristen.joens@merjent.com

2]

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main

www.merjent.com

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your

computer system.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message (including any attachments) may contain
Confidential Information intended for the specific individual and purpose, and is protected by
law. If you are not the intended recipient, you should delete this message. Any disclosure,
copying, or distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based on it, is strictly
prohibited.
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CCLD: LM-1

Easements in TSM

Version: 2

Revision Date: February 17, 2022 Page 1 of 4

Printed copy may not be current. Check website to ensure this is most current version.

Procedure Contents
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5. Creating an Easement Number for Easement File......... ..., 3
6. Checklist for EaSement ProCEAUIE.......... .ottt e 4

Purpose and Scope

To establish procedure for executing easements across County administered lands.

Definitions

Easement

State law allows counties to grant easements to parties that require
access across County land to use their property or for utility corridors.
Easements are conditional and may be revoked. Payments for
easements may be one-time or annual.

Cass County may grant access across its lands under authority
conferred by Minnesota State Statute Chapter 282.04, Tax Forfeited
Lands Subd. 4. Easements.

1. Easement request and review

1) Person(s) seeking an easement is to present written request to the Land Commissioner, including the

following information:

¢ Map showing the approximate location of the requested easement.

¢ Statement of intended use.

o All options for a proposed easement must be reviewed to assure the most logical route is selected.

¢ Requesting an easement across county managed land to avoid private, U.S. forest Service or State
land is not a valid reason for seeking an easement.

2) The written request will be reviewed by the Land Commissioner, who will insure the following:

¢ Taxes on any all property in Cass County owned by the requesting party must be paid in full prior to
consideration of an easement request.
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CCLD: LM-1 Easements in TSM

Version: 2 Revision Date: February 17, 2022 Page 2 of 4

Printed copy may not be current. Check website to ensure this is most current version.

3)

4)

5)

6)

7
8)

o If the individual or company requesting an easement across county managed land has property that
will provide access to presently landlocked or winter only access county lands, a reciprocal
easement must be offered prior to consideration of easement request.

e There are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the individual's or private entity's property

¢ Exercising the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or natural resource
management impacts

If the easement requires new road construction, the Land Commissioner shall consult with the
Township on the easement request. Easements on existing roads or trails do not require Township
consultation.

The requester shall provide a certificate of survey from a Minnesota registered land survey which
includes a legal description and sketch of the easement area. The easement area shall be calculated
in acres to determine the easement fee.

¢ The Cost of the survey and the recording of the survey is the sole responsibility of the Grantee.

All easements shall be charged for on a per acre basis at the appraised value per acre plus any
timber or other value on the land; however, no easement shall be granted for less than the minimum
charge of $500.

All rates and conditions are subject to revision as determined by the County Board and no provisions
herein described are intended to supersede the provisions of Minnesota Statutes 282.04, Subd. 4.

The above provisions shall not be mandatory for other governmental subdivisions or public agencies.

Enter easement information into TSM (See OM-6 for procedure).

2. Easement procedure checklist

1)

Land Commissioner will complete Easement Procedure Checklist to guide and document each
easement process. (See checklist on page 4)

3. Agreement form

1)

Easement will be formalized using current easement agreement (see Land Commissioner).

4. Transfer of Easement

1

2)

Easement rights may be transferred upon written request, a copy of the purchase agreement and
payment of a $500 transfer fee

Easement transfers require approval from the County Board.
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CCLD: LM-1 Easements in TSM

Version: 2 Revision Date: February 17, 2022 Page 3 0of 4

Printed copy may not be current. Check website to ensure this is most current version.

5. Creating an Easement Number for Easement File

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

XX-XX-XXX-XX-XX

First 2 number are the last 2 digits of the year the easement was issued
Next 2 numbers are the section the easement is located

Next 3 numbers are the township the easement is located

Next 2 numbers are the range the easement is located

Last 2 numbers are using the graph below depending on the legal description

Example: 93-21-140-29-02
93= 1993/ 21=Section/ 140=Township/ 29=Range/ 02=NW1/4
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CCLD: LM-1 Easements in TSM

Version: 2

Revision Date: February 17, 2022 Page 4 of 4

Printed copy may not be current. Check website to ensure this is most current version.

Easement Procedure Checklist

Easement requested by:

Type of Easement: Road Utility

Date Completed

Action

Land Commissioner receives written request for easement with name or
names precisely printed or typed as the requester wishes to have it
appear on the easement document.

Create easement number.

Print out of aerial photograph showing location of proposed easement
and property ownerships.

Scanned color copy of plat book showing proposed easement in red ink.

Check possibilities of reciprocal easements for access to county land.
Identify all lands owned by requester in Cass County.

Check that taxes have been paid on all land owned in Cass County by
requester.

Resource Manager makes written recommendation.

Receipt of Certificate of Survey from registered land surveyor.

Appraised value to determine cost of easement.

Inform requesting party of easement cost.

Payment received from requester.

Easement signed and notarized by Land Commissioner and
Auditor/Treasurer.

Easement mailed to requester.

Ensure file is established and contains all appropriate information.

Give file to appropriate person to enter in the TSM database (see OM-6)

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix L
Page 95 of 156




(U YOI XX ¥ _ 402 1098loiquoissiwsuel] DYHIN

| 3sire1oads
aoue| dwo) [elusWUOIIAUT
18MOd B 10SaUuUlIN

auer maig

1D3rO0dd NOISSINSNYYL O-dIN
runAnD — 1oAYy a|den



7 _ 122l01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

uoISSNIsSI(]
o1epdn 109fold
SUOIONPOJIU| o

epuagy




k2 _ 122l01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

‘e103ed YyuoN

ulalses ul uoneisqng Janly aydeln s,Auedwon
1aMOod 11e] 19110 01 B10SaUUI|A ‘UOLIBAIY

leau uolleisgng eunAng s 1amod B10SauUlp|
WwoJ) sainjonals a)qedeo 11n2419-81gnop

UO aul) UoIssiwsuell A Gi7E 1NJI0-9)3Uls
‘8u0)-9)1W-09| A)@1BWIX0IddE UB 1ONJISUOD
01 suisodoud aie AZ1aug JaAlY 18819 pue
‘Auedwion 1amod 11e] 19110 41emod e10sauul|y|

}o9foid 8y} noqy




¥ _ 122al01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

suonelado
p1Ib [eaiwouoda
Bunioddns
siajsuen) Abiaua
[euoifbal aAI08)a
-1S09 3|geud

SJUSAD
layleam awaxa
Buunp Aoualjisal
adueyua pue
puewap |[eol129|9
Buimolb 199\

pash S,]I alaym
0] paanpo.d
Sl 8laym
woJ) ABisua
J1aAlBp A|geljal 01
Aoeded woisAs
uolissiwsueln
asealou|

sabueyd

A1o11108|8 8sn pue

aonpold am Aem
ay) Se wolsAs
uolissiwsuen

leuoibal

ay Jo Aljigeljal

3y} aosueyug

paaN 199lo.id




¢ _ 122al01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

S10"A81eusosIW

16 8J0W ulea

uejd jeuoigal

e Jo ued se (0z#)
109(o4d siyy panoidde
‘lojesado pLis jeuoigal
9y} “(OSIW) 103e18dQ
wolsAg uspuadapu
JuUBunuUodPIA By L




_, 10alnid oissiusuel] D-4IN

99IAI8s 0jul 109load siyy Sulq
0} ‘papasau alayM ‘sIopLIoD
aul) uoissiwsue SuilsIXa
9W0S JO suonesljipow

snid ‘N ‘UOLIBAIY

leau pajeoon] ‘uoieisgng
eunAn) ayy pue ‘gN ‘osieq
leau paledo0) ‘uoileisgng Janly
o1de| Sunsixe ayi Jo apesddn

9]qissod uasym sI1opliiod

aul) uoissiwsuel) SuisIXa
3uIMmO0))104 pue ‘sain1onns
91gedeo 1no419-9)gnop uo
NIng ‘aul) uoissiwsuel (A)
1)OAO G7€ 1UND110-813UIS MauU
Jo sajlw 09| Ajo1ewixosdde

JO UONnONIISU0)

sjuauodwo” 193loid




7 _ 122al01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

dunnol
uonoNISU0D m pue Juswagedus Japjoyaxels
¢€0¢-6¢0¢ G202

... _ _ _ 2© ____ @ = = =<z<$ = = < 9=
92IAI9s-Ul pajedionuy 1uswagedus angnd pue ‘uonisinboe
MOY ‘sAonins 1elUBWILOIIAUD
‘Buusauidua ‘Guniwied

€€0¢
8¢0¢-9¢0¢

aunauwi] 109foid




Q _ 122l01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

GZ0Z dunf — sdul] uoissiwsuel]
3u13siX3 uo paseq salyiunyioddQ suilnoy yum ealsy Apnis |eniuj




g | 10alnid uoissiusuel] D-HIN

sa1noy Areulwiaid Yiim ealy 99110N NOD

§804N0S38Y BN nD .

Alwixoid uoneindod e

spuejongnd e

Auadold uo saul uoissiwisuel; SUllSIXg e
s108(oud 3unsixs 10 pasodoud 01 Jusoelpy

pJeaH aA,9M\\ Hmc>>

SaulT uolssiwsuel] Bunsix3 uo paseq saniuniioddo Bunnoy Yyiim ealy Apnis [eniuj



oL _ 122al01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

SUOI1BISPISUOD UOIIONIISUOD pue SullsauIdus pue doeqpasy Jopjoyadels
uo paseq a1noJ paliajelid e 01Ul paullal pue palen|eAd 8 |)IM sa1noy Aleulwnaid ay]

G202 1900190 — S91noYy Aleuiwnaid 193loid



”Tom_.o._.n_ Lolssuusuel] O-diN

uoISIDAP HWIAd 9IN0Y

S9NSS| UOISSIWWO) UOISIJ3p PI3N O 31edJI3)D

S3NSS| UOISSIWWO)

110daJ sanssi

aSpnr me1 annensiuiwpy
ssauaja|dwod

| Joj uonesdde
pouad Jusawwod SMB3IA3J UOISSIWWO0)
pue Suueay o1qnd
_ _

HwIdd 91noy Yoip (1u3u] fo 23130
S9Nss| pue wnpusppe v3 131fp 403k 3uo urym Jwgns)
U0 uoIsiddp uoissiwmwo) P3N }O 931e2141343) 10}

_ uonedijdde a1y syuedyddy

pouiad Juawwod _
pue Sunaaw dijqnd

_ ueyd
(9z0z-pin paipwizsa 3-4IN) 92130N Pa3N jo 2182141343)
§S920.4d M3INDY ay3 Juawa|dwi syuedijddy

pJepueis Japun (y3)
1UBWISSISSY |BJUBWUOIIAUT |
pue uonesijdde jwiad
21noy 3|14 spuedljddy ue|d 92110\ P3N 4O
_ 23ed1j1343) e 3|1} sjuedijddy
juawasesdua a1qnd yum
‘Sanljeuld}|e 93IN0J SBULYI _
pue Ajiauapi syuedijddy a1ay
_ aeam (520z 924 pan1wqns >-yN)
aul| uoissiwsuely
10N4315U0) 0} JUdU|
40 92130\ 3|13 sauedljddy

uoleUIPI00d
juswWuIdN0S |eql )
pue ‘|eao| ‘@1e3s ‘|esapad

HWIad 9IN0Y ‘T PaaN JO 31ed1d) °T

§s900.d Sumiw.ied

auI7 uoissiwsuel]
83e3)0/ Y3IH
NOISSIWWOD S3ILITILN D118Nd

VIOSINNIW L LA

S$S990.d

sunwuied
B}OSaUUI|A




7T _ 122011 uoissiusuel] D-4IN

paJsinbay
se s}iw.Jdd |e1dpa4 pue d1eis 1BY10 ‘v

uolsidaq ISdaN

sSuliea pue mainay JSdaN
_

uonediddy paiepijosuo) 3ji4 Juedijddy

91n0y pasodo.d Jo sa1pnis |e150]03eYdIY 7§ [BIUSWUOIIAUT

suoneynsuo) Aduasdy aieniu|

UoISSIWWO) 3IIAIDS dl|qnd AN - HWJdd
ainoy pue Ayljigiiedwo) 10p1410) JO 3eIYINID) €

uoisidag ISdaN uoisa(Q |edo]
s8uleay pue sSuueaH pue
M3IN3Y ISdAN MB3INJY [e207]

uonesiddy aji4 uonediddy saji4
juedijddy juedyddy meOO\—
UOISSILUIWIO) BIINIDS _

aldnd QN - KgssaaoN sumiwad

pue aJualuaAuo)
algnd J0 31213 T

(ag1) nwiad asn peoy
diysumoy /Ayuno) 't

ej0eq Y1oN




| 10aloid oissiusuel] D-4IN

‘91nhol

e azljeul} pue dojarap oM se 1B2111ID SI 8S111adxXe UMO INo Sk ))aM Se salouage

s0559201d 9SAAN pue siapea) 1eo0] ‘NoA wol) indu| ‘JUsWUOIIAUS B8Y] pue 1uUsWa)1les
/ 9NdIW uewny o3 1oedw s,108loid e aziwiuiw dyay pue ssao0.id uol109)8s

Suunp saniunyuoddo 91n0J 8yl apIng 1eY] SO1NJ puk sa1niels aAey eioye YLION pue B10Sauuly
jJuswageguy

uoIssIWwWwoD

99INIBS
anand eroxea [JEI1TA

YHON pue
uoissiwwon A juswagesua o__nzn_.

sannnin snqnd

Sliwidd 9ihoy ajhou sajnol
1oj suoneosndde pasodoud fAeujwnaud saniunyoddo eale
Hwqgns Anuapj dojanag sunnou Aynuapj Apnis aulyaq

saniunuodd induj  ss990.1d suilnoy




) _ 122al01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

indul ongnd e

SUOI1BIBPISUOD UOIIONJIISUOD pue SulisauISu] «
S1UIBJISUOYD) o

saniunuoddQ e

:19pIsuoo am ‘109loud e

91N0J O] °"SUOI1BIBPISUOD 1SOD puUk ‘sSpaau AljIge1onIISuU09 ‘syuswalinbal
dulieauIgus ‘suollejngal pue sa1N1el1s B10Me( YLON pue B10SauUUl|p|

Ul punoy er1a1llo SunoJ Jo uolleulquoo e si ssad0.d guilnol ay |

SUOIRIdIPISUOD) SSBI0.1d Sunnoy




ct | 12aloid woissnusuel] D-YIN

aeul8al wnipadLdAD

s1sau Joidey

sal10ads pa10910.d

so109ds aAISeAU|

SBIPOCJa1eM puB PUBISAA

$82JNn0sal jeinnd
1B21UYD81099)

:apn)oul
Aew salpnig "aul) UoIssiwsuel] 8y} JO UOIIONIISUOD

l1oJ s1oedwi aziwiuiw d)ay 01 uonew.IoUl Mau

1091109 10 Ajl1aA 01 wea) 1998(01d 8yl mo)je sAanins piai4

salpnlg pajedionuy




al _ 122al01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

199} 081 01 0Z | 3ysiay jeoidA|
/ 016G :9)lw Jad sainjonus SAy

109} 0G| :Aem-}0-1y3LI WnWiUl|

sodA1110S «
SPUBIIOM/IBIEBNA o
Aydeisgodo] «

18A00 pue)/esh pue e

:sJ1010e) adA) ainonns

ugisaq jeo1dAL




a _ 122al01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

199} 081 01 0Z | :1ysiey jeoidA|
/ 016G :9)lw Jad sainjonus SAy

199} 0GZ :Aem-}0-1y3LI wnwiul|

uoI}e20109 10} Ugisa(g 1ed1dA ]



el _ 122al01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

SaAleuIal|y dlj1oads-als ubiseq patisjald

JaMO0] a2me] J8MO] d211eT JejngnL ajodouol JejngnL

sidaouo) ubisa@g ain1onis |enualod




gl _ 122al01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

aun aziiaug

uolel01sal uonejeisul $21N31oNnJ1s 19s
pue dnuea)n p Al P m pue a|quiassy p .V
21nonJ3s uo uipuadap
Aiea few adA3 uonepunoo

§91n0J SS8008
papeau pue 3ulead
se suonegnsanul Aem-j0-1ysu

uoneyelisul s)10s pue gulkaAins ‘Buihanins
uonlepunod p ﬂ ‘Bupjels aimonng p H eyl p E

S3llIAI}OY UOI}ONIISUOY pue uoioniysuodald jesldA|




07 _ 12al01d noissiusuel] D-4IN

1098(oud a8y} Jo saseyd J1e 1noysnoiy) SIsUMOpUR] pue SI1ap|oyadels YiM uoiiediunwiwod guioguQ

piemuoy Yred 1no Sunesjunwiwod

ssao0.4d Sumiwuad uoissiwwon
SaliiN 211qnd B10sauully a8yl ysgnoayy uswagesuy e

Gcoc
1800190 40} pauue)d sasnoy uado JO puno puodas e

saliunuoddo Juswagedua JenuUIA pue uosiad-u| e

GZ0Z aun( ui sasnoy uadQ JO punoy 1sii{ e
GZ0Z dun[ ul payoune) 81ISOapN e

1uswagesuy ALlunwiwon



| 10aloid oissiusuel] D-4IN




From: Dan Flo

To: Tristen Joens; Karen Overcash
Cc: Mandy Bohnenblust; Drew Janke (MP)
Subject: FW: EXTERNAL: RE: Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project - October Open Houses
Date: Monday, October 13, 2025 3:02:43 PM
Attachments: image001.png
image002.png

Response for tracking...

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

From: Petersen, Thom (MDA) <thom.petersen@state.mn.us>

Sent: Saturday, October 11, 2025 9:03 AM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project - October Open Houses

Thank you for sending.

From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 11:13 AM

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@merjent.com>
Subject: Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project - October Open Houses

I Some people who received this message don't often get email from dan.flo@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Good morning,

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy are hosting a
second round of open houses to seek input on the Maple River - Cuyuna (MR-C)
Transmission Project’s preliminary routes. The proposed MR-C Transmission Project is
an approximately 160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-
circuit-capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton,
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Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix L
Page 117 of 156



Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North
Dakota.

Based on community input gathered during the first round of public open houses in June
2025 and through coordination with federal, state, local, and Tribal governments,
Minnesota Power refined the initial study area by identifying routing opportunities based
on existing transmission lines and developed several preliminary routes. Stakeholder
comments included feedback on routing and impacts to aesthetics, groundwater,
landowner's property interests, cultural resources, and environmental resources.
Please find a map of the preliminary routes attached to this email.

We invite you to attend any of the open houses; the schedule is as follows:

=

These meetings are open to the public and will give local community members and
landowners an opportunity to learn about the project, ask questions, and provide input.

If you have questions about the Project or the Open Houses, please contact Drew Janke

at (218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com.

Regards,

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Dan Flo on behalf of
Drew Janke

Dan Flo

Senior Project Manager
612.924.3982 direct
612.812.0069 mobile

dan.flo@merjent.com
(2]

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main

www.merjent.com

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the

confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain

information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,

or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this

message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your

computer system.
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From: Tanner Schmidt
To: Kurt Lysne; Dan Flo
Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Steingaard, Craig L.; Tristen Joens
Subject: RE: Maple River - Cuyuna Project, ditch and drain shapefiles
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 2:27:38 PM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png

image005.png

image006.png

image001.png

Hello All - Please see linked OneDrive folder below for Cass County Legal Drain shapefile.

CassCountyDrains_20251022

Let me know if there are any questions.

Thanks,

Tanner Schmidt

GIS Analyst

(2]
Direct 701.551.1065
(2] 925 10t Avenue East, West Fargo, ND 58078

WWW.mooreengineeringinc.com
Proudly employee-owned

Founded 1960 - Proudly 100% employee-owned

From: Kurt Lysne <kurt.lysne@mooreengineeringinc.com>

Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 10:41 AM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>; Tanner Schmidt <Tanner.Schmidt@mooreengineeringinc.com>
Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Steingaard, Craig L. <csteingaard@otpco.com>;
Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@merjent.com>

Subject: RE: Maple River - Cuyuna Project, ditch and drain shapefiles

Hi Dan,

Yes, it was nice visiting with you and the project team on Monday evening. After talking with
Craig, it sounds like a likely corridor is parallel to the existing transmission line until crossing
the Red River. | drew the existing alignment below in yellow. It looks like potential permitting
needs would be Drain 45, Drain 40, and Drain 9, depending on final alighment of course.

I’ve added Tanner Schmidt to this email. Tanner, could you please send the Cass County Legal
Drain shapefile to this group?

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Thanks,
Kurt

]

Kurt Lysne, PE*, CFM

Market Leader / Senior Engineer
*Licensed in ND & MN

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Mobile 218.205.3324 | Direct 701.499.5856

925 10 Avenue East, West Fargo, ND 58078

WWW.mooreengineeringinc.com
Proudly employee-owned

From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:34 AM

To: Kurt Lysne <kurt.lysne@mooreengineeringinc.com>

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Steingaard, Craig L. <csteingaard @otpco.com>;
Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@merjent.com>

Subject: RE: Maple River - Cuyuna Project, ditch and drain shapefiles

Hi Kurt, it was good to catch up with you on Monday, thanks for stopping by the open house
in Dilworth. We would greatly appreciate receiving GIS files that you can provide for
regulated ditches and drains in the counties crossed by the Project’s Preliminary Routes.
We’'ll add those to our database for use during ongoing project routing and future
permitting.

Best,

Dan

Dan Flo

Senior Project Manager
612.924.3982 direct
612.812.0069 mobile

dan.flo@merjent.com
1 Main Street SE, Suite 300

Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main

www.merjent.com

From: Kurt Lysne <kurt.lysne@mooreengineeringinc.com>
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2025 6:54 PM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>
Subject: EXTERNAL: Send shapefiles

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Get Outlook for iOS

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use
by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly

prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by
Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand
protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast
helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and
to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use
by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by
Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand
protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast
helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and
to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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To:
Ce: Drew Janke (MP); Tristen Joens
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project - FAA Submittal Info
Date: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 8:28:14 AM
Attachments: image002.000

image003.00g

image00d.00g

image005.00g

Hi Robert and thanks for the detailed information. The MR-C Project is still early in the planning process, although we do expect to have a Preferred Route in early 2026 and a Proposed Route in summer, 2026. Minnesota Power's
engineering team is working with outside consultants to identify potential airport safety zones and will design the route and transmission structures in compliance with FAA and other regulations. We appreciate your guidance and will
use the Obstruction Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis tool as the Project's routing and planning process reaches that stage.

Best,

Dan

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan flo@merient.com

r’\erjent

From: Hahn, Robert (FAA) <Robert.Hahn@faa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 9:06 AM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Ce: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens <tristen joens@merjent.com>
Subject: EXTERNAL: Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project - FAA Submittal Info

Dan,

Please electronically submit tower locations to the FAA's public OE/AAA system at the below site:
struction Evaluation / Airport Air: Anal E3A)

Note: wait to submit till after the gov’t shutdown though

Not all are required to be submitted w/ the notification surface being:

(a) Any construction or alteration that is more than 200 ft. AGL at its site.
(b) Any construction or alteration that exceeds an imaginary surface extending outward and upward at any of the following slopes:

(1) 100 to 1 for a horizontal distance of 20,000 ft. from the nearest point of the nearest runway of each airport described in paragraph (d) of this section with its longest runway more than 3,200 ft. in actual length, excluding heliports.
(2) 50 to 1 for a horizontal distance of 10,000 ft. from the nearest point of the nearest runway of each airport described in paragraph (d) of this section with its longest runway no more than 3,200 ft. in actual length, excluding heliports.
(3) 25 to 1 for a horizontal distance of 5,000 ft. from the nearest point of the nearest landing and takeoff area of each heliport described in paragraph (d) of this section.

Below is from the Sky Vector Aeronautical Chart along the proposed route:
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Thanks,

Robert Hahn

FAA - Dakota-Minnesota ADO
6020 28" Ave S

Suite 102

Minneapolis, MN 55450-2700
W 612-253-4639

E-mail: Robert.Hahn@faa.gov

From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merient.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 11:13 AM

Cc: Drew Janke (MP) <dianke@mnpower.coms; Tristen Joens <tristen joens@merjent com>
Subject: Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project - October Open Houses

Some people who received this message don't often get email from g

merjent.com. Learr s is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good morning,

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy are hosting a second round of open houses to seek input on the Maple River - Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project’s preliminary routes. The proposed MR-C Transmission
Projectis an 160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV It line on doubls it-capabl from Mi Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River
Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.

Based on community input gathered during the first round of public open houses in June 2025 and through coordination with federal, state, local, and Tribal governments, Minnesota Power refined the initial study area by identifying routing
opportunities based on existing ion lines and several prelimil routes. included feedback on routing and impacts to aesthetics, groundwater, landowner's property interests, cultural resources, and
environmental resources. Please find a map of the preliminary routes attached to this email.

We invite you to attend any of the open houses; the schedule is as follows:

These meetings are open to the public and will give local ity members and an opportunity to learn about the project, ask questions, and provide input.

If you have questions about the Project or the Open Houses, please contact Drew Janke at (218) 576-9213 or dianke@mnpower.com.
Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of
Drew Janke

Dan Flo

Senior Project Manager
612.924.3982 direct
612.812.0069 mobile

dan flo@merient.com
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'1erjent

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merent.com

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not
read, copy, forward, or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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Minnesota Power

Maple River - Cuyuna Transmission Project
Record of Conversation Template

Date of contact:
Month Day, Year @ Time

10-31-2025 @ 10:30

Minnesota Power Staff
Present:
Name(s) and role(s)

Drew Janke — Permitting & Environmental Lead

Type of contact:
In-person meeting/virtual
meeting/phone call;
Location if in person

Phone Call

Name(s) of individual(s) or
group(s):

Name, organization, role, and
contact information for each
individual/group outside of
Minnesota Power

Allie Polsfuss — Breezy Point City Administrator

Brief description of topics
discussed, including any
decision points, action
items, or follow-up needed

Drew provided a high-level overview of the project,
including the need for the project, structure types/heights,
MPUC permitting process and timeline, constraints
factored, plan for third round of open houses in
March/April 2026 and project website.

FOLLOW UP: Allie requested to be added to email update
list.

Follow-up assigned to:

Merjent
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From: Drew Janke (MP)

To: Luzinski, Danielle (MDH); Dan Flo

Cc: Budde, Nick (MDH); Pickman, Luke (MDH); Woodside, John (MDH); Tristen Joens
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL MAIL] RE: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Thursday, June 19, 2025 2:10:32 PM

Attachments: image008.png

Hi Danielle,

Thank you for your letter. The MR-C Project is in the early stages of development and we have
identified a Study Area that we are evaluating for potential routing opportunities. We will
continue to seek feedback from local, state, and federal agencies and tribal officials regarding
potential Project routes and will be holding a number of open houses to facilitate additional
feedback from the public. We will consider the recommendations in your letter as we evaluate
public input and begin detailed routing.

We look forward to working with you throughout the routing/permitting process.

Thank you,
Drew

Drew Janke

Environmental Compliance Specialist 11
Minnesota Power | ALLETE, Inc.

30 West Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55802

O: 218-355-3569
C: 218-576-9213

From: Luzinski, Danielle (MDH) <Danielle.Luzinski@state.mn.us>

Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2025 9:29 AM

To: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Cc: Budde, Nick (MDH) <nicholas.budde@state.mn.us>; Pickman, Luke (MDH)
<luke.pickman@state.mn.us>; Woodside, John (MDH) <john.woodside@state.mn.us>; Tristen Joens
<tristen.joens@galileoaz.com>

Subject: [EXTERNAL MAIL] RE: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

You don't often get email from danielle.luzinski@state.mn.us. Learn why this is important

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] This email was sent from someone
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outside the company.

Don't let cyber threats cloud our summer! Remember not to
click links, download attachments, or reply with personal

information unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Good morning Drew,

Thank you for providing MDH the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed MR-C
Project. Attached you will find our letter of recommendations. Please do not hesitate to reach
out to me or any of the other MDH staff Cc’d on this email if you have any additional questions.
Also, | do want to note that Chris Parthun has retired as of June 2”d, and his position is
currently vacant. Once his position has been filled, our Source Water Protection webpage will
be updated with the most current contact information.

Thank you,

Danielle Luzinski, PE
Hydrologist | Source Water Protection

Minnesota Department of Health
Environmental Health Division
Office: 651-201-5011

m«‘ DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH

From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 9:50 AM

To: Parthun, Chris (MDH) <chris.parthun@state.mn.us>

Cc: Budde, Nick (MDH) <nicholas.budde @state.mn.us>; Richter, Dereck (He/Him/His) (MDH)
<dereck.richter@state.mn.us>; Luzinski, Danielle (MDH) <Danielle.Luzinski@state.mn.us>; Drew
Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens <tristen.joens@galileoaz.com>

Subject: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

This message may be from an external email source.
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Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Christopher Parthun:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the
“Applicants”) are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345 kV
transmission line on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna
Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation
near Fargo, North Dakota. Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota.
This project is referred to as the Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the
“Project” or “MR-C Project”). Minnesota Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate
of Need and Route Permit for the Project to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for
approval.

The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at
(218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Dan Flo

Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.
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Protecting, Maintaining and Improving the Health of AIll Minnesotans

June 10, 2025

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55802
djanke@mnpower.com

RE: Written Comments for Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
MPUC Docket No. E015, ET2, E017/CN-25-109

Dear Mr. Janke,

This letter is in response to your notification on June 9, 2025, regarding Minnesota Power’s
proposal to construct a 160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit
capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to
Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota. The Minnesota
Department of Health (MDH) has reviewed the information that was submitted with the
notification for potential impacts on the groundwater and drinking water resources that serve
the area and support its public health.

Potential impacts of the proposed project include groundwater contamination in the event of a
spill and limiting well owners’ access to properly maintain and seal wells. In order to ensure
that access to clean and sufficient water is available, MDH proposing the following methods to
mitigate potential impacts from this project:

e Review MDH’s Source Water Protection Web Map Viewer
(https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/swp/mapviewer.ht
ml) to identify locations of Drinking Water Supply Management Areas (DWSMA) that
may overlap the Project area.

0 The following webpage contains links to these geospatial data files available for
download: Reports and Geospatial Data Source Water Protection
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/swp/maps/in
dex.htm#tgeospatial). Geospatial data files for Emergency Response Areas (ERA)
within DWSMAs and for public well locations are not available online. You can
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use the Data Request Form linked on the Reports and Geospatial Data webpage
referenced above to request these locations.

0 Additional guidance on determining the suitability for infiltration within
DWSMA:s is available here: Stormwater and wellhead protection - Minnesota
Stormwater Manual
(https://stormwater.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/Stormwater_and wellhead pro
tection).

0 The locations of many non-public drinking water wells can be found in the
following database: Minnesota Well Index (MWI)
(https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/mwi/index.
html). Please note that missing information does not guarantee there is not a
well on a property.

e Contact information (name, address, phone number) for all well owners with wells
located within 200 feet of the future line should be identified and cataloged with the
well location for use in the event of a spill or release of hazardous substance. This list of
wells may include identification of wells that are not included in the Minnesota Well
Index, and any newly located wells can be sent to the District Hydrologists, Nick Budde
at Nicholas.Budde@state.mn.us or Luke Pickman (Luke.Pickman@state.mn.us).

e Drill rigs with masts are typically required to service or seal abandoned wells. The
presence of active powerlines near a well can make it difficult or impossible to safely
complete this necessary work. The proposed transmission line should be located far
enough away from existing wells that safe and legal access for service or sealing with a
drill rig is not impacted when the line is active at the maximum proposed voltage.
Alternatively, accommodation should be made to well owners to provide an alternative
source of water of similar chemistry and supply, as well as sealing of the existing well in
accordance with Minnesota Statutes 1031.301 prior to energizing the transmission line
to protect the aquifer.

e MDH would also like you to consider impacts to nearby surface waters during the
construction phase as impaired runoff can negatively impact surface water quality and
infiltrate into the groundwater. Properly maintained erosion and sediment control
measures are critical to ensuring protected water quality. There are two communities
that source their drinking water from a surface waterbody within your proposed project
area: Moorhead and Fergus Falls.

Thank you for your consideration regarding these proposed mitigation methods. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact me at Danielle.Luzinski@state.mn.us or (651) 201-

5011. You may also contact the District Hydrologists: Nick Budde at
Nicholas.Budde@state.mn.us or (651) 201-4596, and Luke Pickman at
Luke.Pickman@state.mn.us or (651) 201-4678.
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Sincerely,

Danielle Luzinski, PE

Statewide Surface Water Hydrologist
Minnesota Department of Health
Source Water Protection Unit

PO Box 64975

St. Paul, MN 55164-0975

www.health.state.mn.us

cc: Nick Budde, SWP District Hydrologist
Luke Pickman, SWP District Hydrologist
John Woodside, SWP Hydrologist Supervisor
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From: Dan Flo
To: GraggJohnson, Kelly (ADM
Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Mandy Bohnenblust; Tristen Joens
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: SHPO No 2025-1313 Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Thursday, July 17, 2025 9:47:27 AM
Attachments: 2025-1313.pdf
image001.png

image002.png
image003.png

Thank you Kelly. The MR-C Project appreciates the SHPO’s comments and will continue to
provide updates and seek feedback throughout the MN PUC Certificate of Need and Route
Permit process.

Best Regards,

Dan

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile

dan.flo@merjent.com

E'\erjent.

From: Gragglohnson, Kelly (ADM) <kelly.graggjohnson@state.mn.us>

Sent: Thursday, July 17, 2025 10:44 AM

To: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Subject: EXTERNAL: SHPO No 2025-1313 Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

Here is the SHPO comment letter for this project.
Thanks,

Kelly

Kelly Gragg-Johnson (she/her/hers) | Environmental Review Specialist
50 Sherburne Avenue, Suite 203
Saint Paul, MN 55155

(651) 201-3285 | kelly.graggjohnson@state.mn.us
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From: Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 9:45 AM

To: Gronhovd, Amanda (She/Her/Hers) (ADM) <amanda.gronhovd @state.mn.us>

Cc: Coburn, Leslie (ADM) <leslie.coburn@state.mn.us>; Gragglohnson, Kelly (ADM)
<kelly.graggjohnson@state.mn.us>; Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Tristen Joens

<tristen.joens@galilecaz.com>
Subject: Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project

This message may be from an external email source.

Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Amanda Gronhovd:

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy (collectively, the “Applicants”)
are proposing to construct approximately 160 miles of new single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on
double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton,
Minnesota to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.
Approximately 95% of the transmission line will be in Minnesota. This project is referred to as the
Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project (also the “Project” or “MR-C Project”). Minnesota
Power plans to submit applications for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Project to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for approval.

The attached letter provides additional information on the Project. Minnesota Power would
appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact Drew Janke at (218) 576-
9213 or djanke@mnpower.com should you need additional information.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com
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This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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July 17, 2025

Drew Janke

Project Manager — Environmental
Minnesota Power
djanke@mnpower.com

RE: Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Construction of a new 160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit
capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter
Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.
Multiple Counties, Minnesota
SHPO Number: 2025-1313

Dear Drew Janke:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced project. We understand that this
project will require a Minnesota Public Utilities Commission route permit. Therefore, the submitted
information has been reviewed pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation
Office by the Minnesota Historic Sites Act (138.665-666). If this project will be located on non-federal
public land, the project will also be subject to review under the Minnesota Field Archaeology Act
(138.40).

Due to the nature and location of the proposed project, we recommend that a Phase | archaeological
survey be completed. The survey must meet the requirements of the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for Identification and Evaluation and should include an evaluation of National Register
eligibility for any properties that are identified. For a list of consultants who have expressed an interest
in undertaking such surveys, please visit the website preservationdirectory.mnhs.org, and select
“Archaeologists” in the “Specialties” box.

Because there is no federal nexus for this project, a Phase | reconnaissance level architectural history
survey is not required. However, the project should take into account the introduction of visual,
atmospheric, or audible elements that may have an effect on any above ground designated historic
properties. Designated historic properties are those properties that are listed in the National or State
Register of Historic Places, or properties that are included in the State Historic Sites Network.

The resulting cultural resources report should include a map with clearly marked project areas in
relation to any identified cultural resources (architectural properties and archaeological sites). The
report should discuss ways in which the Project will avoid impacting, both directly and indirectly, any
cultural resources that are identified.

MINNESOTA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
50 Sherburne Avenue m Administration Building 203 m Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 m 651-201-3287
mn.gov/admin/shpo m mnshpo@state.mn.us
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Please note that this comment letter does not address the requirements of Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and 36 CFR § 800. If this project is considered for federal financial
assistance, or requires a federal permit or license, then review and consultation with our office will need
to be initiated by the lead federal agency in order to define an appropriate area of potential effects for
the federal undertaking as well as the necessary historic property identification and evaluation efforts
required for a federal review. Be advised that comments and recommendations provided by our office
for this state-level review may differ from findings and determinations made by the federal agency as
part of review and consultation under Section 106.

If you have any questions regarding our review of this project, please feel free to contact me at 651-201-
3285 or kelly.graggjohnson@state.mn.us.

Sincerely,

Kelly Gragg-Johnson
Environmental Review Specialist
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From: O'Brien, Katie E <katie_obrien@fws.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 4, 2025 12:25 PM

To: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>

Cc: Tawes, Robert <robert_tawes@fws.gov>; Powers, Neil <neil_powers@fws.gov>; Frohling, Ryan
<rvan_frohling@fws.gov>; Sundseth, Kent KS <kent_sundseth@fws.gov>; Bump, Samantha (DNR)
<samantha.bump@state.mn.us>; Martin.Donovan <Martin.Donovan@state.mn.us>; Henning-Randa,
Bridget (DNR) <Bridget.Henning-Randa@state.mn.us>; Parson, Jessica (DNR)
<jessica.parson@state.mn.us>; Davis, Richard (COMM) <richard.davis@state.mn.us>;
andrew_horton <andrew_horton@fws.gov>

Subject: EXTERNAL: USFWS Early Coordination and Comments on Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV (MR-
C) Transmission Project

Dear Drew:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the materials you have shared with the USFWS
MN-WI Ecological Services Field Office. Our early comments on the proposed MR-C
Project can be found in the attached letter. We look forward to working with you on ways
to avoid and minimize impacts to wildlife. Please contact Field Office Supervisor, Rob
Tawes (Robert _tawes@fws.gov), or me if you have any questions or need additional
information.

Thank you,
Katie

Katie O’Brien
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Midwest Region

katie obrien@fws.gov | 612.413.4873
Minnesota-Wisconsin Ecological Services
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U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Ecological Services
Minnesota-Wisconsin Field Office
3815 American Boulevard East
Bloomington, Minnesota 55425-1665
Phone: (612) 240-6343

August 1, 2025

Mr. Drew Janke
Minnesota Power
30 West Superior St.
Duluth, MN 55802

Dear Mr. Janke:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and offer early comments on the Maple River — Cuyuna
345 kV Project (MR-C Project). Our comments are provided in accordance with the Endangered
Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531-1544) (ESA), Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703-712)
(MBTA), and Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668d).

Please consult with our Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) system
(https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/) as you progress through the planning phases for the
most up-to-date species list, determination keys, and conservation measures. Species that
are either federally protected or proposed for protection may occur in the project area.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) manages numerous units of the National
Wildlife Refuge System (NWRS) within the proposed route alternatives of the MR-C
project area (i.e., Detroit Lakes Wetland Management District, Fergus Falls Wetland
Management District, Hamden Slough National Wildlife Refuge, Tamarac National
Wildlife Refuge and Wetland Management District). In addition to National Wildlife
Refuges, FWS manages Waterfowl Production Areas (WPAS) which include fee title
lands (WPAS) and conservation easement interest lands (habitat, wetland, and Farmers
Home Administration (FmHA) easements). Conservation easements are lands where
FWS has worked with landowners to purchase and permanently protect upland and/or
wetland habitat on private property to provide benefits to migratory bird populations.

A map of FWS land interests can be accessed at FWS NWRS NFH Experience. These
lands are managed through the National Wildlife Refuge Administration Act (16 USC
668 dd), and proposed uses of these lands cannot be allowed unless they are compatible
(Compatibility Policy 603 FW2) with the purposes for which the unit was established.
Our goal is to work with you to identify route alternatives that completely avoid or
minimize impacts to federal interest lands managed by the FWS. We recommend that you
coordinate route alternatives with FWS Project Leaders responsible for administering

1
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NWRS lands within the geographic area of the project. Individual contact information is
listed below the signature line of this letter.

The MR-C Project Area occurs within a sensitive area for migratory birds (i.e., the
following Important Bird Areas (IBAs) — Bluestem Prairie-Buffalo River IBA, Camp
Ripley-Pillsbury-Lake Alexander IBA, Rothsay Prairie IBA, as well as the
aforementioned FWS lands). We recommend consulting with the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology’s eBird database (https://ebird.org/home) and Birdcast website
(https://birdcast.info) for more robust and real-time data on bird occurrence and
timing/composition/estimated altitude of bird migration throughout the MR-C Project
Area. While incidental take is not prohibited under the MBTA, we believe that siting and
design concessions could avoid or minimize impacts of the project to migratory birds. We
have attached a list of best management practices to this letter.

If the MR-C Project may impact bald or golden eagles, we would encourage you to
obtain an eagle take permit. Eagle take permits are voluntary, and Minnesota Power must
assess its own risk of impacts to eagles.

0 The most up-to-date information on the permitting process (including eligibility
requirements for general and specific permits) can be found on the Eagle
Incidental Take Permits for Powerlines webpage
(https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management/power-line-permits).

o0 Additional information on permit application procedures can be found on the
FWS ePermits site for “Specific”
(https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws?id=fws kb view&sys id=0ab4
30cedhb042900a66e46b139619¢6) and “General”
(https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws?id=fws kb view&sys id=6394
3c8edbb042900a66e46b13961966) eagle incidental take permits from powerline
activities.

We recommend siting the MR-C Project such that it minimizes habitat fragmentation by
adhering to existing developed Rights-of-Way (ROW) to the greatest extent possible.

We recommend preservation and enhancement of native plant communities, especially
for re-vegetation of areas disturbed within new and existing ROW, to ensure on-going
protection of native plant communities and pollinator species:

o0 For temporary and permanent habitat restoration/abatement, use only native and
local (when possible) seed and plant stock. Pollinator-favored plants can be found
on this list: https://www.fws.gov/media/plants-favored-rusty-patched-bumble-bee.

o Consider creating vehicle wash stations prior to entering sensitive habitat areas to
prevent accidental introduction of non-native plants.

0 Because pollinators are dependent on flowering plants for nutrients and energy,
especially in the summer, we recommend mowing at a rate or height that does not
reduce a significant number of flowering plants for foraging pollinators (for
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additional recommendations, please review this document:
https://www.fws.qgov/media/conservation-management-technical-assistance-rusty-
patched-bumble-bee).

o If possible, we recommend that any mowing or ground disturbance during
construction or maintenance not take place until after the native plant
communities have stopped flowering.

Please do not hesitate to contact Katie O’Brien at katie obrien@fws.gov with the Minnesota-
Wisconsin Ecological Services Field Office should you have any questions or concerns. We
appreciate your early coordination efforts. We believe, through continued discussion, that we can
help develop wildlife focused measures to protect federal trust resources while meeting the MR-
C Project’s energy production objectives. We look forward to this continued collaboration.

Sincerely,

Robert Tawes
Field Supervisor

FWS Project Leaders:

e Neil Powers, Project Leader, Fergus Falls Wetland Management District;
neil_powers@fws.gov, 218/736-0627

e Ryan Frohling, Project Leader, Detroit Lakes Wetland Management District/Hamden
Slough NWR; ryan_frohling@fws.gov, 218/849-1467

e Kent Sundseth, Project Leader, Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge and Wetland
Management District; kent_sundseth@fws.gov, 218/849-9868

cc: Samantha Bump, Martin Donovan, Bridget Henning-Randa, Jessica Parsons (MN DNR)
Rich Davis (MN PUC)
Andrew Horton (USFWS)
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Attachment A: Optional Best Management Practices to Avoid or Minimize Impacts to
Migratory Birds

If the MR-C Project will include tree-clearing activities, we request that you evaluate and
disclose impacts to all forest-dwelling species of federal interest and include associated
conservation measures to minimize risk, impacts, and adverse effects.

(0]

We recommend limiting forest clearing activities to occur outside of the
migratory bird nesting season (March 1 — August 31) and summer occupancy
period for Northern Long-eared Bat (April 15 — September 30). If clearing must
be completed within the bat occupancy season, we recommend surveys be
conducted to avoid or minimize take of federally protected species.

We recommend development of an Avian Protection Plan to reduce avian risk of
electrocution, collision, and death, as well as bird-caused power outages. We recommend
inclusion of the following guidelines from the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee:

0]

To ensure adequate clearance, design structures should, at a minimum, provide at
least 60 inches of horizontal separation between energized conductors and/or
energized conductors and grounded hardware and 48-60 inches of vertical
separation.

Avoid siting lines in areas where birds concentrate (i.e., wetlands, stream
crossings, historic staging areas, roosts, and nesting colonies).

Install visibility enhancement devices (e.g., marker spheres, spirals, suspended
devices, bird diverters) placed in varying configurations, depending on the line
design and location; large diameter wire may also increase line visibility.

If a “problem pole” is identified (i.e., documented avian collision, electrocution,
problem nest material, or high risk of avian mortality), we recommend retrofitting
the pole by 1) covering jumper wires, conductors, and equipment; 2) discouraging
perching in unsafe areas (e.g., perch guards); 3) reframing; 4) replacing a
structure; or 5) providing safe alternatives for perching and nesting (e.g., nesting
platforms).

When collisions cannot be reduced by another method such as line marking or
managing surrounding lands, the configuration of an existing line can sometimes
be changed to minimize collisions. Options for changes might include: 1)
lowering the height of the lines (e.g., below the tree line); 2) changing the wire
diameter; 3) bundling wires; 4) using spacers to improve visibility; 5) rearranging
wire configuration (e.g., converting from vertical to horizontal); 6) changing the
structure type to increase its visibility; or 7) decreasing span length (e.g., by
adding a pole mid-span).

Consider construction, placement, and monitoring of nest boxes for cavity-nesting
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species (e.g., bluebirds, swallows, chickadees, wrens) to enhance avian
populations, as well as bats and flying squirrels.

e We recommend limiting any increase in lighting of native habitats during the avian
breeding season through the following actions:

o0 To the maximum extent practicable, limit construction activities to the time
between dawn and dusk to avoid illumination of adjacent habitat areas.

o If construction activity time restrictions are not possible, use down shielding or
directional lighting to avoid light trespass into wildlife habitat. To the maximum

extent possible, while allowing for public safety, low intensity lighting should be
used.

o Eliminate the use of steady burning lights on tall structures (e.g., greater than 200
feet in height).
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From: Mandy Bohnenblust

To: Baird, Owen (DNR); Drew Janke (MP); Dan Flo
Cc: Parson, Jessica (DNR); Bump, Samantha (DNR); Musiak, Sophia (DNR)
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: MR-C HVTL MNDNR Comments
Date: Friday, October 31, 2025 7:30:40 AM
Attachments: image002.png
image003.png
Hi Owen,

Thank you for providing these detailed early coordination comments. The Notice Plan Area

shapefile we sent on October 7" does avoid Glendalough State Park. The Cuyuna Recreation
Area is within the Notice Plan Area; however, the proposed alighment will avoid it.

We have the publicly available data for calcareous fens, SOBs, NPCs, WMAs, and AMAs and
will continue to incorporate the DNR’s recommendations in the routing process. Do you have a
shapefile of the mineral potential and aggregate resources that we could use for planning
purposes?

The project will submit a request through MCE to help inform the route selection and to
understand requirements and recommendations to avoid impacts to state-sensitive
resources. We appreciate the information regarding northern long-eared bat roost trees and
will coordinate/support consultation with USFWS as necessary.

As we move forward with the routing process, we would appreciate the opportunity to provide
you all with updates and to receive additional feedback. We’re planning to meet with
representatives from Lands & Minerals in the next month or so and would like to meet with you
again in early 2026 as the Project gets closer to a potential proposed route.

Thanks,

Mandy Bohnenblust
612.746.3677 direct
612.816.2097mobile

mandy.bohnenblust@merjent.com

E'\erjent

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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From: Baird, Owen (DNR) <owen.baird@state.mn.us>

Sent: Thursday, October 16, 2025 3:09 PM

To: Drew Janke (MP) <djanke@mnpower.com>; Dan Flo <dan.flo@merjent.com>; Mandy
Bohnenblust <mandy.bohnenblust@merjent.com>

Cc: Parson, Jessica (DNR) <jessica.parson@state.mn.us>; Bump, Samantha (DNR)
<samantha.bump@state.mn.us>; Musiak, Sophia (DNR) <Sophia.Musiak@state.mn.us>
Subject: EXTERNAL: MR-C HVTL MNDNR Comments

Drew Janke,

Please find attached Minnesota DNR early coordination comments on the Maple River —
Cuyuna 345 kV HVTL Project. Note that this review covers the larger number of route options
provided this summer, and we acknowledge that the potential routes have been refined since
then. We will provide additional review and comments as route options are refined. Please
contact me if you have any questions.

Owen

Owen Baird
Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist | Ecological and Water Resources

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Phone: 218-580-0381

owen.baird@state.mn.us

mndnr.gov
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m DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

Ecological and Water Resources
2115 Birchmont Beach Rd NE
Bemidji, MN 56601

October 16, 2025

Drew Janke

Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street
Duluth, MN 55802
djanke@mnpower.com

Comments on Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV HVTL Project

Greetings Drew Janke,

Thank you for engaging with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MN DNR) in early coordination
during the development of the Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV High Voltage Transmission Line Project. We
appreciate your commitment to identifying a route that minimizes impacts on natural resources. We submit the
following comments for your consideration as you further develop and evaluate route options. Please note that
these comments are not fully comprehensive but focus on areas of significant resource concerns. We will offer
additional specific guidance as route options are refined.

Areas with Significant Resource Concerns

State Parks and Recreation Areas

Glendalough State Park in Otter Tail County has had an existing transmission line and corresponding right-of-way
since the park’s inception. Expanding the easement and installing larger towers will add to the detrimental
effects that the park is experiencing, as outlined below:

e Glendalough was developed to provide a more primitive experience than other state parks, with cart-in
and canoe-in camping and the state’s first Heritage Fishery. Both the existing transmission lines and,
even more so, the proposed line are at odds with that experience. The existing line passes through the
center of the park’s picnic area.

e Glendalough has significant cultural resources, including a burial mound that the existing route has
already impacted. Additional cultural sites are likely present within the park.

e Glendalough has a small amount of native prairie and large amounts of high-quality restored prairie.
Both the construction of the structures and the widening of the ROW increase the potential for invasive
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species. Parks and Trails staff have already taken over much of the maintenance of the ROW for Otter
Tail Power to minimize the risk of invasive species. The transmission lines also present a hazard with
prescribed burns used to manage the prairie. The existing lines pass through the center of Glendalough’s
9 acres of native prairie.

e There are rare Native Plant Communities along much of the existing power line corridor within the park,
and several old-growth oak trees are at the edge of the current easement and would be lost if the ROW
were expanded. The existing transmission lines pass through a high-quality wetland and cross a creek
popular for kayaking, canoeing, and tubing.

e Glendalough currently hosts about 120,000 visitors a year. This project would be unpopular locally but
also generate a great deal of concern statewide. Due to a limited land base between the park’s lakes, we
do not see any alternative routes through the park.

MN DNR also recommends avoiding the Cuyuna State Recreation Area in Crow Wing County due to significant
recreational, historic, and natural resources present within the Recreation Area. The installation of additional
utility corridors within the recreation area would impact trails and user groups.

Minnesota Scientific and Natural Areas

Minnesota's Scientific and Natural Areas (SNA) are established for the purpose of preserving, protecting, and
managing lands or waters possessing inherent natural values, sites of scientific value, habitats of rare or
endangered species of plants and animals. Activities that could harm the resources in an SNA are generally
prohibited.

e Bluestem Prairie SNA (Clay Co.) and Richard M. and Mathilde Rice Elliot SNA (Wilkin C.) — These units are
areas of Outstanding Biodiversity Significance. These SNA is set back from the existing transmission line.
ROW expansion beyond existing disturbed lands should be avoided in these areas.

e Badoura Jack Pine Woodland SNA (Hubbard Co.) — There is an existing transmission line through the
SNA, however, expansion of the ROW within the SNA would be restricted.

Calcareous Fens

Calcareous fens are rare and distinctive peat-accumulating wetlands. They depend on a constant supply of
upwelling groundwater rich in calcium and other minerals. Calcareous fens are protected by Minnesota Statue
103G.223 and Minnesota Administrative Rule 8420.0935 which require that calcareous fens must not be
impacted or otherwise altered or degraded, wholly or partially, by any action. Because of this dependence on
groundwater hydrology, calcareous fens can be affected by activity up to several miles away. As project plans
are further developed, we recommend continued consultation with MN DNR to review potential impacts to
groundwater and calcareous fens.
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Other Considerations

Habitat fragmentation is one of the largest threats to wildlife. We encourage prioritizing the avoidance of
natural areas that would require vegetation and tree removal or ground disturbance in shoreland, prairies, and
wetlands. If recommended avoidance areas cannot feasibly be avoided, please consult with us on methods to
minimize and mitigate impacts. Some ways to mitigate impacts include limiting the amount of new utility
corridors as much as possible and consolidating new and existing infrastructure to reduce the amount of
additional ROW along existing corridors. DNR encourages the implementation of these mitigation strategies,
particularly in ecologically sensitive areas.

Minnesota Biological Survey Sites of Biodiversity Significance

Minnesota Biological Survey (MBS) has identified one or more Sites of Biodiversity Significance within or
adjacent to the project. Sites of Biodiversity Significance have varying levels of native biodiversity and are ranked
based on the relative significance of this biodiversity at a statewide level. Factors taken into account during the
ranking process include the number of rare species documented within the site, the quality of the native plant
communities in the site, the size of the site, and the context of the site within the landscape. A site's biodiversity
significance rank is based on the presence of rare species populations, the size and condition of native plant
communities, and the site's landscape context. If a site of biodiversity significance cannot be avoided, the
ranking system should be used to guide route selection.

e Qutstanding — sites contain the best occurrence of the rarest species, the most outstanding examples of
the rarest native plan communities, and/or the largest, most ecologically intact or functional landscapes.

e High — sites contain very good quality occurrences of the rarest species, high-quality examples of rare
native plan communities, and/or important functional landscapes

e Moderate — sites contain occurrences of rare species, moderately disturbed native plant communities,
and/or landscapes that have strong potential for recovery of native plant communities and
characteristic ecological processes.

e Below —sites lack occurrences of rare species and natural features or do not meet MBS standards for
outstanding, high, or moderate rank. These sites may include areas of conservation value at the local
level, such as habitat for native plants and animals, corridors for animal movement, buffers surrounding
higher-quality natural areas, areas with high potential for restoration of native habitat, or open space.

DNR Native Plant Communities

DNR Native Plant Communities (NPCs) have been documented within the vicinity of the proposed project. A
native plant community is a group of native plants that interact with each other and with their environment in
ways not greatly altered by modern human activity or by introduced organisms. Native plant communities are
classified and described by considering vegetation, hydrology, landforms, soils, and natural disturbance regimes.
DNR NPC types are given a Conservation Status Rank that reflects the relative rarity and endangerment of the
community type in Minnesota. Conservation Status Ranks range from S1 (critically imperiled) to S5 (secure,
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common, widespread, and abundant); NPCs with a Conservation Status Rank of S1 through S3 are considered
rare in Minnesota. The DNR recommends avoidance of rare NPCs (ranked S1-S3).

MN DNR Managed Areas

There are several Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) within or adjacent to the route corridors. WMAs should
be avoided to preserve the site's ecological integrity and ensure the continuation of management and
recreational activities, such as hunting, prescribed fire, and nature viewing. Many WMAs have Federal Aid
interests. State Aquatic Management Areas (AMAs) are also located within or near potential routes, usually on
aquatic resources. Like WMAs, some AMAs also have Federal Aid interests. Note that Bucks Mill Pond AMA near
Detroit Lakes is used for fish rearing. Several Designated Trout Streams are near the potential routes, see listing
in the Appendix.

The north and east portions of potential routes include several State Forests, including the Foothills State Forest,
Badoura State Forest, and Huntersville State Forest. Routes should avoid State Forests to limit impact to forest
management, timber production, and diverse public recreation. Designated old-growth forest stands are found
within some of the State Forests and should be avoided. State Forest lands usually do not have Federal
acquisition funding.

Mineral Potential and Aggregate Resources

Aggregate resources on state-administered lands - Parcels with moderate or high aggregate (sand and
gravel) potential would need to be addressed and discussed for the final route. MN DNR requests that these
resources not be encumbered or that they would need compensation if they must be encumbered. Parcels with
high aggregate potential include a few small state parcels north and east of Detroit Lakes in Becker Co, a parcel
north of Staples, and a parcel in the Foothills State Forest in Cass County, and one parcel in Wilkin Co. Moderate
aggregate potential areas include The Crow Wing WMA/Huntersville State Forest in Hubbard and Wadena
counties, Foothills and Pillsbury State Forests in Cass County, the Cuyuna Recreation Area in Crow Wing Co.,
some smaller parcels near Barnesville in Wilkin and Clay counties, and some parcels around Detroit Lakes.

Mineral potential - Areas with mineral potential will require a more detailed review and discussion about
which parcels may be affected by the final route. Areas with mineral potential include much of the possible
routes in Clay and Becker counties, the route from around Pillager in Cass County to the Cuyuna area, and some
smaller sections of routes in Cass and Hubbard counties.

Endangered or Threatened Species

A Natural Heritage Review Request must be submitted for the project through the Minnesota Conservation

Explorer to ensure compliance with state law and to receive formal guidance on endangered, threatened, and
species of special concern. The presence of Species in Greatest Conservation Need that are not state-protected
or federally listed will also inform route placement recommendations and should be incorporated into route
evaluation and selection.
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The eastern portion of the proposed routes (Cass and Crow Wing counties) is near waterbodies and upland
areas where Blanding’s turtles, a state-threatened species, have been documented. Route planning should
consider wetland impacts in these areas. Corridor expansion that eliminates or disturbs wetland habitat should
be avoided where feasible. Activities that impact wetland habitats or associated upland nesting areas could
require additional avoidance and mitigation plans to prevent impacts to Blanding’s turtles.

Northern long-eared bat (Federally endangered) roost trees have been identified in Sections T138 R31 510 &
S11. Route planning will need to avoid roost tree locations. Additional Northern long-eared bat guidance will be
provided through consultation with the USFWS.

Licenses, Permits, Approvals

Where the utility line crosses public waters or DNR-administered land, a Utility Crossing License from the MN

DNR Division of Lands and Minerals is required. Please note that if there are state lands with federal interests or
funding restrictions, the process for review and approval can take additional time, and may impact routing or
require alternatives to be considered. Additionally, a Public Waters Work Permit may be required for activities

that affect public waters. A Water Appropriations Permit is required if the water use exceeds 10,000 gallons in a
day, or one million gallons in one year.

WMAs, MBS sites, and DNR native plant community locations, and other resource information can be viewed
through the Minnesota Conservation Explorer or downloaded via the MN Geospatial Commons. If avoidance of
these high-value natural resource areas is not feasible, please work with MN DNR staff on measures to minimize

and mitigate impacts. Habitat preservation should be prioritized on and near public lands and waters, including
wildlife management areas, state parks, and SNAs.

Sincerely,
Owen Baird Jessica Parson
Northwest Regional Environmental Assessment Northeast Regional Environmental Assessment
Ecologist Ecologist

CC: Dan Flo, Merjent
Mandy Bohnenblust, Merjent
Samantha Bump, MN DNR Energy Planner

Equal Opportunity Employer
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APPENDIX: Maple River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission
Project: significant features within 3-mile potential

routing options corridors.

Becker County

- WMA
0 Lowe WMA 0 Lunde WMA
0 Frank WMA 0 Stenseth WMA
O Boyer Lake WMA 0 Bruce J. Schwartz WMA
0 Schultz Lake WMA
- AMA
0 Hungry Lake AMA 0 Longlake AMA
0 Idalsland AMA O Red Eye River FMA
0 Little Cormorant Lake AMA 0 Melissa Lake AMA
O Toad River AMA 0 Dead Horse Creek AMA
O Bucks Mill AMA 0 Little Floyd Lake AMA
0 Little Cormorant Lake AMA 0 Maud Lake AMA
0 Little Toad Lake AMA 0 Hungry Lake AMA
0 Marshall Lake AMA 0 Sucker Creek AMA
O Red Eye River FMA 0 Floyd Lake AMA
0 Bucks Mill AMA 0 Bucks Mill AMA
0 Sucker Creek AMA 0 Maud Lake AMA
- Calcareous Fen (none in the potential route, but very close)
0 Hamden 36 0 Anderson WPA
- Major Public Waters
0 Toad River 0 Lake Melissa
0 Otter Tail River 0 Big Cormorant Lake
0 Pelican River 0 Little Cormorant Lake
0 Kettle River 0 Wolf Lake
- Trout Streams
0 Dead Horse Creek 0 Toad River
O Sucker Creek 0 Unnamed Creek (Over 90)

- MN Prairie Conservation Plan

(0}

Prairie Plan Core: Wauburn

Cass County
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WMA
0 Pillager Ricer Bed WMA
Major Public Waters

O Pine River 0 Gull River
0 Sylvan Lake
- Trout Streams
0 Farnham Creek 0 Cedar Creek
0 Dabill Creek 0 Pine River
-  State Forests
0 Foot Hills State Forest 0 Pillsbury State Forest
Clay County
- WMA
0 Hawley WMA
- SNA
O Bluestem Prairie SNA
- Calcareous Fen
0 Haugtvedt WPA South Unit
- Major Public Waters
0 Buffalo River 0 Stony Creek
0 Whisky Creek
- Prairie Bank Easement
O Rogers NPB
Crow Wing County
- WMA
0 Lowell WMA 0 Mission Lake WMA
- AMA
0 White Sand Lake AMA 0 Gilbert Lake AMA
0 Bertha Moody AMA 0 Pelican Lake AMA
0 Cuyuna Country AMA 0 Edward Lake FMA
0 Edward Lake FMA 0 Little Pelican Lake AMA
0 North Long Lake AMA 0 North Long Lake AMA
- Major Public Waters
0 Mississippi River 0 Upper Cullen Lake
0 Pelican Lake O Rabbit River
0 North Long Lake 0 Ironton Creek

0 Lake Edward
State Trails

0 Paul Bunyan State Trail
State Parks/Rec Areas

0 Cuyuna Country State Rec Area

Old Growth Forest

Maple River — Cuyuna HVTL
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0 3 Designated Old Growth Forests
-  State Forest
0 Crow Wing State Forests

Hubbard County

- WMA
0 Lowe WMA 0 Crow Wing Chain WMA
- SNA
0 Badoura Jack Pine Woodland
- AMA
0 Sixth Crow Wing AMA 0 Fifth Crow Wing AMA
0 Straight River AMA 0 First Crow Wing AMA
- Major Public Waters
0 Shell River 0 First, Second, Third, Fifth and Sixth
0 Crow Wing River Crow Wing Lake
0 Longlake O Badoura Bog
- Trout Streams
0 Wallingford Brook 0 Hellcamp Creek
0 Muckey Creek 0 Straight River
-  State Forests
O Badoura State Forest 0 Huntersville State Forest
- Old Growth Forest
0 2 designated Old Growth Forests
Otter Tail County
- WMA
0 Haarstick WMA 0 Scambler WMA
0 Fergus Falls WMA
-  AMA
O Lake Seven AMA 0 Little Pelican Lake AMA
O Leek/Towbridge Lake AMA 0 Pelican Lake FMA
0 Brandberg Creek AMA 0 Franklin Lake AMA
0 Lake Six AMA 0 Jewett Lake AMA
O North Turtle Lake AMA 0 Fish Lake AMA
- Calcareous Fens
O Henning 18 0 Haugtvedt WPA South Unit
- Major Public Waters
0 South Buffalo Creek 0 Pelican River
0 Otter Tail River
- Trout Streams
0 Brandberg Creek 0 Pelican Lake
0 Willow Creek 0 West Battle Lake
O Rush Lake Creek 0 Otter Tail River

Maple River — Cuyuna HVTL
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0 Pelican River
- State Trail

0 Central Lakes State Trail
- State Park

0 Glendalough State Park
- MN Prairie Conservation Plan

0 Rothsay Prairie - Lake Christina O Agassiz Beach Ridges
O Blanket Flower Prairie
Wadena County
- Major Public Waters
0 Crow Wing River 0 WingRiver
0 Shell River 0 Partridge River
O Blueberry River 0 Lower Twin
0 Kettle River O Blueberry Lake
- Trout Streams
0 Union Creek 0 Hay Creek
-  State Forest
0 Huntersville State Forest
Wilkin County
- WMA
0 Manston Marsh WMA 0 Rothsay WMA: Akron Unit 4 (touches
0 Akron WMA the corner)
0 Rothsay WMA: Rothsay Swamp Unit
- SNA
0 Richard M and Mathilda Rice Elliot
- Calcareous Fens
O Town Hall Prairies 0 Rothsay Prairie Tanberg 16
O Anna Gronseth Prairie - Akron 10 0 Rothsay Prairie Tanberg 9
0 Rothsay WMA - Akron 4 0 Rothsay Prairie - Prairie View 33
- Major Public Water
0 Buffalo River
- MN Prairie Conservation Plan
0 Blanket Flower Prairie O Agassiz Beach Ridges - Rothsay Prairie
O Agassiz Beach Ridges O ABR - Rothsay Prairie - Big Stone

0 Rothsay
- Prairie Bank Easement
0 Atherton 5-1 NPB

0 More in between the route options

Maple River — Cuyuna HVTL

Moraine
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APPENDIX M

MAPLE RIVER — CUYUNA 345 KV
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

PUBLIC OUTREACH MATERIALS
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INDEX
June 2025 Open Houses
e June 2025 Open House Posters
e June 2025 Open House Postcard
e June 2025 General Project Fact Sheet
e June 2025 ROW Process Fact Sheet
e June 2025 Open House Tabletop Map Set
e June 2025 Open House Invitation Email to Agencies
e June 2025 Open House Invitation Email to Tribal Nations
e June 2025 Virtual Meeting Presentation
e June 2025 Press Release
e June 2025 Social Media Post
e June 2025 Comment Form
October 2025 Open Houses
e October 2025 Open House Posters
e October 2025 Open House Postcard
e October 2025 General Project Fact Sheet
e October 2025 ROW Process Fact Sheet
o October 2025 Open House Tabletop Map Set
e October 2025 Open House Invitation Email to Agencies
e October 2025 Open House Invitation Email to Tribal Nations
e October 2025 Virtual Meeting Presentation
e October 2025 Social Media Post

e October 2025 Comment Form
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What Constraints Should

We Be Aware Of?

Agricultural uses, including organic farms

Airports/air navigation facilities

Cemeteries

Communication towers

Conservation areas

Cultural/archaeological resources

Floodplains

Lakes/ponds/rivers/streams/wetlands

Levees/dams

Mines/quarries

Pipelines

Potentially contaminated sites

Railroads

Religious facilities

Residences

Scenic highways

Schools

Sensitive plant/animal species

State/regional/local parks and trails

Wells

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Minnesota Permitting Process

1. Certificate of Need 2. Route Permit

Federal, state, local, and
Tribal government
coordination

|
Applicant identifies and

refines route alternatives,
with public engagement

Applicant files a Certificate |
of Need Notice Plan

Applicant files Notice of
Intent to construct
transmission line
(MR-C submitted Feb 2025)

Applicant files Route
Permit application and
| Environmental Assessment
(EA) under Standard

Applicant implements the Review Process
Certificate of Need Notice (MR-C estimated Mid-2026)
Plan

Applicant files application
for Certificate of Need
(Submit within one year after
Notice of Intent)

Commission issues
Certificate of Need
decision

Commission issues
Route Permit decision

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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North Dakota Permitting Process

1. County/Township 2. Certificate of Public
Land Use Permit Convenience and
Applicant Nece.ssny -ND .Pu.bllc
| o Applicant
County Coordination Files Application
| |
Local Review and NDPSC Review
Hearings and Hearings

3. Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route
Permit - ND Public Service Commission

Initiate Agency Consultations
|
Environmental & Archaeological Studies of Proposed Route

Applicant Files Consolidated Application

NDPSC Review and Hearings

NDPSC Decision

4. Other State and Federal Permits as Required

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
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345 kV Transmission Line

Right-of-Way Acquisition

What is a right-of-way? What is an easement?

A right-of-way, or ROW, is a strip of An agreement between the
land used for a specific purpose utility and the landowner

such as the construction, allowing the utility the right to
operation and maintenance of a construct, operate and maintain
road or transmission line. Right- a transmission line and

of-way is typically secured as an other associated infrastructure
easement on a property. on a property.

Our right-of-way acquisition process:
Project representatives will hold individual meetings with affected
landowners to discuss right-of-way needs.

Landowners are An easement is We work closely  The utilities
contacted to presented to a with the construct,
begin right-of- landowner. landowner operate and
way acquisition An offer based on  to resolve maintain the
process. fair market value  concerns transmission line
is presented. and reach an within the
agreement. An right-of-way.
easement is
recorded.

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
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Typical preconstruction and construction
activities

A |nitial surveying, right- A Structure staking, A Foundation
of-way clearing and surveying and soils installation
access routes investigations as

Foundation type may vary
depending on structure

o

needed

Energize line

A Assemble and set A Wire installation A Cleanup and restoration
structures

Typical preconstruction survey types:

* Field surveys e Wetland and stream surveys
e Wildlife and plant surveys  Soil surveys

* Archaeological surveys

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
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Right-of-Way (ROW) Typical Construction

Total ROW width: 150 feet

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
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Surveys

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail
Power, and Great River Energy
will conduct a variety of studies
and surveys during different
phases of project development.
These field surveys allow the
project team to verify or collect
new information to help
minimize impacts for
construction of the
transmission line.

Permission will be requested to
allow survey teams access to
private property to conduct
required field surveys. More
detailed information will be
provided to property owners in
advance of teams conducting
surveys on private property.

Possible surveys include the following, which may vary by
location:

e Geotechnical e |[nvasive species

* Biological resources e Protected species

e Cultural resources ® Raptor nests
e Wetland and waterbodies

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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§ Maple River - Cuyuna
- Immesots power MR-C 345 kV TRANSMISSION PROJECT

AN ALLETE COMPANY

Project overview

Schedule
Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy
(collectively the Applicants) are proposing to construct an approximately 160- 2025
mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit structures Stakeholder
from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter engagement and
Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation in eastern North Dakota. routing
The Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project is one in a portfolio of
transmission projects approved by the regional grid operator, Midcontinent 2026-2028
Independent System Operator (MISO), in its 2024 Long-Range Transmission Permitting,

Planning portfolio. As a part of this larger portfolio, the MR-C Transmission engineering,
Project will: environmental

surveys, ROW
acquisition, and
public engagement

Enhance the Increase Meet growing Enable cost- 2029-2032
reliability of the transmission electrical effective Construction
regional system demand and regional energy
transmission capacity to enhance transfers
system as the reliably deliver resiliency supporting 2033
way we energy from during extreme economical Anticipated in-service
produce and where it's weather events grid operations
use electricity prOdqced to *The schedule is subject
changes where it's used -

Regulatory process

Approximately 95% of the Project is in Minnesota and subject to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(MPUC) regulatory process. In February 2025, the Applicants filed a notice of intent (NOI) with the MPUC to
apply for a Certificate of Need from the State of Minnesota. Under current state regulations, the Applicants have
12 months from the date of the NOI to file the Certificate of Need application. The Applicants anticipate applying
to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for a Route Permit during the third quarter of 2026. Other state and
federal permits will also be required depending on the final route and project design.

The remaining 5% of the Project is in North Dakota and subject to the North Dakota Public Service Commission
(NDPSC) regulatory process, as well as local permitting. This process includes obtaining a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity and a Certificate or Corridor Compatibility and Route Permit from the NDPSC and
a county/township land use permit. Other state and federal permits may also be required. The Project anticipates
filing these applications with the NDPSC in 2026 to 2027.

June 2025 Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Public involvement

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy will continue to gather information from
the public to support the development of potential routes for the Project. There will also be additional
opportunities for any interested parties to ask questions and provide comments during the permitting process.

Connect with us
Stay up to date on the project by signing up for email updates or talking to a Project team member.
Website: MRCTransmissionProject.com  Email: connect@MRCTransmissionProject.com

Phone: 1-888-419-5670

MR-C Transmission Project Study Area

June 2025 Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Right-of-Way (ROW) Process

ROW easements allow for the safe construction, operation, and maintenance of linear
infrastructure projects including transmission lines. Our team will work closely with landowners during
the ROW process to introduce the project and ourselves, answer questions and solicit input, and
negotiate and acquire necessary land rights.

Project representatives will contact affected landowners and hold individual meetings to
discuss the ROW process, including the need for temporary right-of-entry access, negotiation
and acquisition of temporary and permanent land rights, and the restoration and damage
process.

G Right-of-entry for temporary access (2026-2027) é Easements (2026—2028)

Project representatives will reach out to impacted As the route is defined, impacted landowners will be

landowners to request temporary access to a portion of contacted to begin the ROW negotiation and easement

their property. This temporary access is granted through a acquisition process. An offer package will be presented to

right-of-entry agreement allowing Project team members landowners based on fair market value. Our goal is to

to conduct surveys and studies to inform the routing work closely with landowners to resolve concerns and

process. reach a voluntary agreement. The easement agreement is
recorded with the County Recorder.

Construction (2029-2032) Restoration (2029-2033)

Project owners will construct the transmission line within After construction, damages to crops and property will
the ROW while maintaining ongoing communications be settled through reimbursement or restoration.

with landowners. Temporary roads may be needed Project owners are responsible for maintaining the
during construction. easement area.

Can this Project share ROW with an existing line?

There may be opportunities to overlap the Project ROW with an existing transmission line
corridor. We estimate up to 30 to 40 feet of ROW may be shared between the existing structure
and the new structure depending on engineering, construction and topography.

How large of an easement is needed for the Project?

The typical width of the ROW will be a minimum of 150 feet (75 feet on each side of a transmission
line). It is sometimes necessary to secure additional permanent ROW at angles or areas where
specialty structures are used. It could also be necessary to secure temporary areas next to the
permanent ROW for stringing and construction access. The Project team will design the route to
maximize the distance of the transmission structures from homes and businesses.

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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From: Dan Flo

Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Tristen Joens

Subject: Open House Invitation for Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Monday, June 16, 2025 2:17:34 PM

Attachments:

Good afternoon,

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy are hosting Open Houses to
introduce the Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project. The proposed MR-C Transmission
Project is an approximately 160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit
structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power
Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.

We invite you to attend any of the Open Houses; the schedule is as follows:

These meetings are open to the public and will give local community members and landowners an
opportunity to learn about the project, ask questions, and provide input for potential project routes.

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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If you have questions about the Project or the Open Houses, please contact Drew Janke at (218)
576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of
Drew Janke

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

H'\erjent

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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From: Dan Flo

Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Tristen Joens

Subject: Open House Invitation for Maple River - Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Friday, June 13, 2025 3:01:52 PM

Attachments:

Good afternoon,

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy are hosting Open Houses to
introduce the Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project. The proposed MR-C Transmission
Project is an approximately 160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit
structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power
Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.

We invite you to attend any of the Open Houses; the schedule is as follows:

These meetings are open to the public and will give local community members and landowners an
opportunity to learn about the project, ask questions, and provide input for potential project routes.

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix M
Page 108 of 260



If you have questions about the Project or the Open Houses, please contact Drew Janke at (218)
576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of
Drew Janke

Dan Flo
Minneapolis
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

'1erjent

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix M
Page 109 of 260
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For Release: June 20, 2025

Contact: Amy Rutledge
Director - Corporate Communications
Minnesota Power/ALLETE
218-723-7400
arutledge@mnpower.com

Public invited to learn about new 345-kV transmission line to support
grid reliability and regional growth

Duluth, Minn. — Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy will host a
series of open houses this month where members of the public can learn about the proposed Maple
River — Cuyuna 345 kV Transmission Project, known as the MR-C Transmission Project.

The proposed project is a new, approximately 160-mile-long, single-circuit 345-kV transmission line
on double-circuit capable structures from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton,
Minnesota, to Otter Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.
Approximately 95% of the project will be in Minnesota.

The MR-C Transmission Project is one in a portfolio of transmission projects approved by the
regional grid operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), in its 2024 Long-Range
Transmission Planning portfolio. As a part of this larger portfolio, the MR-C Transmission Project
will:

e Enhance the reliability of the regional transmission system as the way we produce and use
electricity changes.

¢ Increase transmission system capacity to reliably deliver energy from where it's produced to
where it's used.

o Meet growing electrical demand and enhance resiliency during extreme weather events.

e Enable cost-effective regional energy transfers supporting economical grid operations.

The open houses are an opportunity for the public to learn more about the project, ask questions,
and provide valuable input to determine the best possible route for the project. Project displays and
detailed maps will be available for review, and project team members will be on hand to answer
questions.

Here is the open house schedule:

Minnesota Power o 30 West Superior Street, Duluth, Minnesota 55802
WWW.mnpower.com
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Monday, June 23

Tuesday, June 24

Wednesday, June 25

1:00-3:00 PM

Glyndon Community Center
212 Partridge Avenue SE
Glyndon, MN 56547

1:00-3:00 PM

Big Wood Event Center
925 Western Ave
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

Noon-2:00 PM

MN State Community and
Technical

College- Detroit Lakes
Campus

900 Highway 34 E
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

6:00-8:00 PM 6:00-8:00 PM
Harwood Community Center | Barnesville Event Center 5:00-7:00 PM
210 Freedland Dr 102 Front Street North Maslowski Wellness &
Harwood, ND 58042 Barnesville, MN 56514 Research
Center
17 5th St SW

Wadena, MN 56482

Thursday, June 26 Monday, June 30

1:00-3:00 PM 1:00-3:00 PM
Park Rapids American Legion | The Lodge at Brainerd Lakes
Otto 6967 Lake Forest Rd

Hendricks on Post 212
900 East 1st Street
Park Rapids, MN 56470

Baxter, MN 56425

6:00-8:00 PM 6:00-8:00 PM
Pine River-Backus Public Taconite Canteen & Event
High Center

School 401 Murray Ave
Pine River, MN 56474

240 Curtis Ave
Ironton, MN 56455

More information about the project and a map of the initial study area will be available at
mrctransmissionproject.com. To ask a question, leave a comment, or be added to the project
mailing list, send an email to connect@MRCTransmissionProject.com or call the project hotline at
1-888-419-5670.

Minnesota Power provides electric service within a 26,000-square-mile area in northeastern
Minnesota, supporting comfort, security and quality of life for 150,000 customers, 14 municipalities
and some of the largest industrial customers in the United States. More information can be found at
WWwWw.mnpower.com.

ALLETE, Inc. is an energy company headquartered in Duluth, Minnesota. In addition to its electric
utilities, Minnesota Power and Superior Water, Light and Power of Wisconsin, ALLETE owns
ALLETE Clean Energy, based in Duluth; BNI Energy in Bismarck, N.D.; and New Energy Equity,
headquartered in Annapolis, Maryland; and has an 8% equity interest in the American Transmission
Co. More information about ALLETE is available at www.allete.com.

Minnesota Power calculates and reports carbon emissions based on the GHG Protocol. Details in
ALLETE’s Corporate Sustainability Report.

The statements contained in this release and statements that ALLETE may make orally in
connection with this release that are not historical facts, are forward-looking statements. Actual
results may differ materially from those projected in the forward-looking statements. These forward-
looking statements involve risks and uncertainties and investors are directed to the risks discussed
in documents filed by ALLETE with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Minnesota Power e 30 West Superior Street, DMagie, Ritiene Safru63 @tificate of Need Application
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« Bl minnesota power mTEB TA’l

AN ALLETE COMPANY POWER COMPANY

MAPLE RIVER - CUYUNA
MR-C 345 kV TRANSMISSION PROJECT

OPEN HOUSE
JUNE 2025

Commenter’s Name and Mailing Address (Please Print)

Commenter’s Email Address:

Commenter’s Phone Number:

COMMENTS: (PLEASE PRINT) [continue on back of page if necessary]

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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What Constraints Should

We Be Aware Of?

Agricultural uses, including organic farms

Airports/air navigation facilities

Cemeteries

Communication towers

Conservation areas

Cultural/archaeological resources

Floodplains

Lakes/ponds/rivers/streams/wetlands

Levees/dams

Mines/quarries

Pipelines

Potentially contaminated sites

Railroads

Religious facilities

Residences

Scenic highways

Schools

Sensitive plant/animal species

State/regional/local parks and trails

Wells

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Minnesota Permitting Process

1. Certificate of Need 2. Route Permit

Federal, state, local, and
Tribal government
coordination

|
Applicants identify and

refines route alternatives,
with public engagement

Applicants file Route
Permit application and
| Environmental Assessment
(EA) under Standard

Applicants file Notice of
Intent to construct
transmission line
(MR-C submitted Feb 2025)

Applicants file a Certificate
of Need Notice Plan

Applicants implement the Review Process
Certificate of Need Notice (MR-C estimated Mid-2026)
Plan

Applicants file application
for Certificate of Need
(Submit within one year after
Notice of Intent)

Commission issues
Certificate of Need
decision

Commission issues
Route Permit decision

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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North Dakota Permitting Process

1. County/Township 2. Certificate of Public

Road Use Permit (TBD) Convenience and
Necessity - ND Public

bl e e 0e0 Service Commission

Applicant Applicant
Files Application File Application
| |
Local Review and NDPSC Review

Hearings and Hearings

3. Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route
Permit - ND Public Service Commission

Initiate Agency Consultations
|
Environmental & Archaeological Studies of Proposed Route

Applicant File Consolidated Application

NDPSC Review and Hearings

NDPSC Decision

4. Other State and Federal Permits as Required

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Your Input Matters

* Adjacent to proposed or e Public lands
existing projects * Population proximity
*  Existing transmission e  Cultural resources

lines on property

Initial Study Area with Routing Opportunities
based on Existing Transmission Lines — June 2025

Preliminary Routes — October 2025

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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345 kV Transmission Line

Right-of-Way Acquisition

What is a right-of-way? What is an easement?

A right-of-way, or ROW, is a strip of An ownership interest in real
land used for a specific purpose property allowing the utility the
such as the construction, right to construct, operate and
operation and maintenance of a maintain a transmission line and
road or transmission line. Right- other associated infrastructure
of-way is typically secured as an on a property.

easement on a property.

Our right-of-way acquisition process:
Project representatives will hold individual meetings with affected
landowners to discuss right-of-way needs.

Landowners are An easement is We work closely  The utilities
contacted to presented to a with the construct,
begin right-of- landowner. landowner operate and
way acquisition An offer based on  to resolve maintain the
process. fair market value  concerns transmission line
is presented. and reach an within the
agreement. An right-of-way.
easement is
recorded.

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Typical preconstruction and construction
activities

A |nitial surveying, right- A Structure staking, A Foundation
of-way clearing and surveying and soils installation
access routes investigations as

Foundation type may vary
depending on structure

o

needed

Energize line

A Assemble and set A Wire installation A Cleanup and restoration
structures

Typical preconstruction survey types:

* Field surveys e Wetland and stream surveys
e Wildlife and plant surveys  Soil surveys

* Archaeological surveys

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Right-of-Way (ROW) Typical Construction

Total ROW width: 150 feet

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Surveys

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail
Power, and Great River Energy
will conduct a variety of studies
and surveys during different
phases of project development.
These field surveys allow the
project team to verify or collect
new information to help
minimize impacts for
construction of the
transmission line.

Permission will be requested to
allow survey teams access to
private property to conduct
required field surveys. More
detailed information will be
provided to property owners in
advance of teams conducting

surveys on private property. Cypripedium arietinum

Possible surveys include the following, which may vary by
location:

e Geotechnical e |[nvasive species

e Cultural resources ® Protected species

e Wetland and waterbodies e Raptor nests

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Maple River — Cuyuna
345 kV Transmission Project

OPEN HOUSES

Please join us at one of the following open houses to learn more
about the proposed MR-C Transmission Project and provide
comments on the preliminary routes.*

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025
12:00-2:00PM
Harwood Community Center
210 Freedland Dr
Harwood, ND 58042

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2025
12:00-2:00PM
Barnesville Event Center
101 Second St. SE
Barnesville, MN 56514

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2025
12:00-2:00PM

MN State Central Lakes College,
Staples Location C168

1830 Airport Road
Staples, MN 56479
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2025
12:00-2:00PM
The Lodge at Brainerd Lakes
6967 Lake Forest Rd

Baxter, MN 56425

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025
5:30-7:30PM
TAK Music Venue
1710 Center Ave W
Dilworth, MN 56529

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2025
5:30-7:30PM
Historic Holmes Theatre
806 Summit Ave
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2025
5:30-7:30PM
Hubbard Community Center
12141 County 6
Park Rapids, MN 56470

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2025
5:30-7:30PM
Pelican Lakes Conservation Club and
Community Center
8922 Thrane Dr
Breezy Point, MN 56472

*open house format, no formal presentations.
For more information, visit the project website at: https:/mrctransmissionproject.com

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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§ Maple River - Cuyuna
- Immesots power MR-C 345 kV TRANSMISSION PROJECT

AN ALLETE COMPANY

Project overview

Schedule
Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy
(collectively the Applicants) are proposing to construct an approximately 160- 2025
mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit structures Stakeholder
from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota, to Otter engagement and
Tail Power Company’s Maple River Substation in eastern North Dakota. routing
The Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project is one in a portfolio of
transmission projects approved by the regional grid operator, Midcontinent 2026-2028
Independent System Operator (MISO), in its 2024 Long-Range Transmission Permitting,

Planning portfolio. As a part of this larger portfolio, the MR-C Transmission engineering,
Project will: environmental

surveys, ROW
acquisition, and
public engagement

Enhance the Increase Meet growing Enable cost- 2029-2032
reliability of the transmission electrical effective Construction
regional system demand and regional energy
transmission capacity to enhance transfers
system as the reliably deliver resiliency supporting 2033
way we energy from during extreme economical Anticipated in-service
produce and where it's weather events grid operations
use electricity produced to *The schedule is subject to
changes where it's used change.

Regulatory process

Approximately 95% of the Project is in Minnesota and subject to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(MPUC) regulatory process. In February 2025, the Applicants filed a notice of intent (NOI) with the MPUC to
apply for a Certificate of Need from the State of Minnesota. Under current state regulations, the Applicants have
12 months from the date of the NOI to file the Certificate of Need application. The Applicants anticipate applying
to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for a Route Permit in the second half of 2026. Other state and
federal permits will also be required depending on the final route and project design.

The remaining 5% of the Project is in North Dakota and subject to the North Dakota Public Service Commission
(NDPSC) regulatory process. This process includes obtaining a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
and a Certificate or Corridor Compatibility and Route Permit from the NDPSC. Other state and federal permits
may also be required. The Project anticipates filing these applications with the NDPSC on a similar schedule as
the MPUC filings.

October 2025 Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Public involvement

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy will continue to gather information from
the public to support the development of potential routes for the Project. There will also be additional
opportunities for any interested parties to ask questions and provide comments during the permitting process.

Connect with us
Stay up to date on the project by signing up for email updates or talking to a Project team member.
Website: MRCTransmissionProject.com  Email: connect@MRCTransmissionProject.com

Phone: 1-888-419-5670

MR-C Transmission Project Preliminary Routes

October 2025 Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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Right-of-Way (ROW) Process

ROW easements allow for the safe construction, operation, and maintenance of linear
infrastructure projects including transmission lines. Our team will work closely with landowners during
the ROW process to introduce the project and ourselves, answer questions and solicit input, and
negotiate and acquire necessary land rights.

Project representatives will contact affected landowners and hold individual meetings to
discuss the ROW process, including the need for temporary right-of-entry access, negotiation
and acquisition of temporary and permanent land rights, and the restoration and damage
process.

G Right-of-entry for temporary access (2026-2027) é Easements (2026—2028)

Project representatives will reach out to impacted As the route is defined, impacted landowners will be

landowners to request temporary access to a portion of contacted to begin the ROW negotiation and easement

their property. This temporary access is granted through a acquisition process. An offer package will be presented to

right-of-entry agreement allowing Project team members landowners based on fair market value. Our goal is to

to conduct surveys and studies to inform the routing work closely with landowners to resolve concerns and

process. reach a voluntary agreement. The easement agreement is
recorded with the County Recorder.

Construction (2029-2032) Restoration (2029-2033)

Project owners will construct the transmission line within After construction, damages to crops and property will
the ROW while maintaining ongoing communications be settled through reimbursement or restoration.

with landowners. Temporary roads may be needed Project owners are responsible for maintaining the
during construction. easement area.

Can this Project share ROW with an existing line?

There may be opportunities to overlap the Project ROW with an existing transmission line
corridor. We estimate up to 30 to 40 feet of ROW may be shared between the existing structure
and the new structure depending on engineering, construction and topography.

How large of an easement is needed for the Project?

The typical width of the ROW will be a minimum of 150 feet (75 feet on each side of a transmission
line). It is sometimes necessary to secure additional permanent ROW at angles or areas where
specialty structures are used. It could also be necessary to secure temporary areas next to the
permanent ROW for stringing and construction access. The Project team will design the route to
maximize the distance of the transmission structures from homes and businesses.

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
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From: Dan Flo

Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Tristen Joens

Subject: Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project - October Open Houses
Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 9:12:56 AM

Attachments:

Good morning,

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy are hosting a second
round of open houses to seek input on the Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission
Project’s preliminary routes. The proposed MR-C Transmission Project is an approximately
160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit-capable structures
from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power
Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.

Based on community input gathered during the first round of public open houses in June 2025
and through coordination with federal, state, local, and Tribal governments, Minnesota Power
refined the initial study area by identifying routing opportunities based on existing transmission
lines and developed several preliminary routes. Stakeholder comments included feedback on
routing and impacts to aesthetics, groundwater, landowner's property interests, cultural
resources, and environmental resources. Please find a map of the preliminary routes attached
to this email.

We invite you to attend any of the open houses; the schedule is as follows:
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These meetings are open to the public and will give local community members and landowners

an opportunity to learn about the project, ask questions, and provide input.

If you have questions about the Project or the Open Houses, please contact Drew Janke at

(218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of
Drew Janke

Dan Flo

Senior Project Manager
612.924.3982 direct
612.812.0069 mobile

dan.flo@merjent.com
E'\erjent

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
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From: Dan Flo

Cc: Drew Janke (MP); Tristen Joens

Subject: Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission Project - October Open Houses
Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 9:10:01 AM

Attachments:

Good morning,

Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Great River Energy are hosting a second
round of open houses to seek input on the Maple River — Cuyuna (MR-C) Transmission
Project’s preliminary routes. The proposed MR-C Transmission Project is an approximately
160-mile-long, single-circuit 345 kV transmission line on double-circuit-capable structures
from Minnesota Power’s Cuyuna Substation near Riverton, Minnesota to Otter Tail Power
Company’s Maple River Substation near Fargo, North Dakota.

Based on community input gathered during the first round of public open houses in June 2025
and through coordination with federal, state, local, and Tribal governments, Minnesota Power
refined the initial study area by identifying routing opportunities based on existing transmission
lines and developed several preliminary routes. Stakeholder comments included feedback on
routing and impacts to aesthetics, groundwater, landowner's property interests, cultural
resources, and environmental resources. Please find a map of the preliminary routes attached
to this email.

We invite you to attend any of the open houses; the schedule is as follows:

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix M
Page 223 of 260



These meetings are open to the public and will give local community members and landowners

an opportunity to learn about the project, ask questions, and provide input.

If you have questions about the Project or the Open Houses, please contact Drew Janke at

(218) 576-9213 or djanke@mnpower.com.

Regards,

Dan Flo on behalf of
Drew Janke

Dan Flo

Senior Project Manager
612.924.3982 direct
612.812.0069 mobile
dan.flo@merjent.com

'1erjent

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main

Maple River — Cuyuna Certificate of Need Application
Docket No. E015,ET2,E017/CN-25-109
Appendix M
Page 224 of 260
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