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May 13, 2025 VIA E-FILING

The Honorable Judge Ann O’Reilly
Office of Administrative Hearings
P.O. Box 64620
St. Paul, Minnesota 55164-0640

Re: Mailed Notice of Scoping Decision
In the Matter of the Application for a Certificate of Need and Route
Permit for the Mankato to Mississippi River 345 kV Transmission
Project in Southern Minnesota
Docket Nos. E002/CN-22-532 and E002/TL-23-157
OAH Docket No. 65-2500-40099

Dear Judge Ann O’Reilly,

In advance of the prehearing conference scheduled for May 16, 2025, Northern States
Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, wanted to provide Your Honor with
information about the mailed notice that was sent by Xcel Energy after the scoping
decision was issued in the above-referenced matters.

On December 2, 2024, the Department of Commerce, Energy Environmental Review
and Analysis (DOC-ERRA) issued its scoping decision for the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the Mankato – Mississippi River 345 kV Transmission Project
(Project).1 This scoping decision included several new route and alignment alternatives
for analysis in the EIS. On January 31, 2025, Xcel Energy sent a mailing to landowners
with property located either on one of the newly added route or alignment alternatives
or on one of the routes originally proposed in the Route Permit application. In total,
this mailing was sent to 2,878 landowners, including all 1,341 landowners that were

1 Scoping Decision (December 2, 2024) (eDocket No. 202412-212548-01). 
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inadvertently not sent the DOC-EERA’s New Landowner Full Packet.2 This mailing
provided information about the Project, information on how to submit public
comments, and a map of all of the route and alignment alternatives being studied in the
EIS. A copy of Xcel Energy’s mailing, the affidavit of mailing,3 and the mailing list was
previously filed on March 28, 2025 as Schedule 4 to the Direct Testimony of Ellen
Heine in the Route Permit docket.4 A copy of Schedule 4 is also attached to this letter
for convenience.

Sincerely,

/s/ Valerie T. Herring

Valerie T. Herring

Enclosure

cc: Service List

2 DOC-EERA Letter (May 8, 2025) (eDocket No. 20255-218717-01). 
3 The affidavit of mailing states that the mailing was sent out on February 12, 2025 as the mailing was sent out in 
two batches and the last batch was mailing on February 12th. The landowner mailing went out on January 31st and 
the mailing to local government units, elected representatives, and Tribal representatives went out on February 12th. 
4 E. Heine Direct Testimony and Schedules (March 28, 2025) (eDocket No. 20253-216972-01). 
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IN THEMATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR
A CERTIFICATE OF NEED AND ROUTE
PERMIT FOR THEMANKATO TOMISSISSIPPI
RIVER 345 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT IN
SOUTHERNMINNESOTA

E002/TL-23-157
DOCKET NOS. E002/CN-22-532 AND

OAHDOCKET NO. 65-2500-40099

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Gustav Gerhardson certifies that on the 13th day of May, 2025, on behalf of Northern
States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, he efiled a true and correct copy
of the Mailed Notice of Scoping Decision by posting the same on eDockets. Said
filing is also served as designated on the attached Service Lists on file with the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in the above-referenced docket numbers.

/s/ Gustav Gerhardson
Gustav Gerhardson








































