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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary

NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON

THE MERITS OF THE CERTIFICATE OF NEED APPLICATION
Issued: April 4, 2024

In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota Power and Great River Energy for a Certificate
of Need for up to an approximately 180-mile, double circuit 345-kV transmission line from
Itasca County to Benton County, Minnesota

Docket Number: E015, ET2/CN-22-416

Comment Period: Initial comment period closes May 24, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.
Reply comment period closes June 21, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.
Supplemental comment period closes June 28, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.

Please include the docket number in all communications. Comments received after the close of
the comment period may or may not be considered by the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission).

Topics for Comment
= Are there any contested issues of fact with respect to the representations made in the
certificate of need application?
= Should the Commission grant a certificate of need for the proposed project?

= Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter?

Submit Comments

Online: mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments
Email: consumer.puc@state.mn.us
U.S. Mail: Consumer Affairs Office

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

PHONE 651-296-0406 e ToLL FREE 1-800-657-3782 e FAX 651-297-7073
121 7TH PLACE EAST @ SUITE 350 ® SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101-2147
MN.GOV/PUC
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Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, except in limited
circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The Commission
does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submissions.

Background. Minnesota Power and Great River Energy have filed a certificate of need and route
permit application with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. The project includes the
following segments:

= A new approximately 140-mile long, double-circuit 345-kV transmission line from Itasca
County to Benton County.

= The replacement of a 20-mile 230-kV line with two 345-kV circuits from the Benton
County Substation to the new Xcel Energy Big Oaks Substation on double-circuit 345-kV
structures.

= The replacement of a 20-mile 345-kV line from Benton County Substation to the existing
Xcel Energy Sherco Substation in Sherburne County using double-circuit 345-kV
structures.

The application is being reviewed under the Commission’s informal process (Minn. R.
7829.1200). A public hearing will be held after the close of this comment period to obtain
additional public comment on the necessity of granting a certificate of need (Minn. R.
7829.2500, subp. 9).

Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies
are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All
parties, participants, and interested persons are also encouraged to use eFiling:
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets and follow the prompts.

Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the Commission’s website at
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets, enter the year (22) and the docket number (416),
and select Search.

Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this
matter visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets.

Questions about these dockets or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission
staff, Craig Janezich at craig.janezich@state.mn.us or 651-201-2203.

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406
(voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.



Teerway

oS TS TOE T 2O T TR e P oSS T ST Re e NG e -ReTBy e ProjectSeomTg e T
f S TR, i
1 W ls '%.;/vz: "
[ \ i
\" ) ,5 Iron) m i
\ S T @ [Substation) i
¢ ranfl Bapids !
i N ;
y
f 1 ltasag /’ 1
| Ty |
1 i
X i Walker / ‘L‘
Hbard | | / |
Gounyy i | I | [saind’ouis
f‘ ,,,,,,,,,,,,, Al y T - i X !‘ @olintyy
1 1
L \
g r‘
.‘ @ass S j
1 Colntys / I
4“ \ |
1 |
| i
! |
| 1
i |
lal o e : J
[ —T— u‘
| |
| i
‘ A
| r‘
i
' i
i
‘ i
1 i I
! 1 rbsiakn (
|
L | ?
b |
\ V4 w
i PAtkin] |
Wedara | 4 i Cailen
i (@oUnty, LN
Couniyg | owWing ; Cotmgy
i ‘l (@oUntys / 1
I} i Aitkin,
|
s St
IStation] pe o N |
Baxter gréinerd u
I
|
1
|
I
|
i
|
i
|
i
|
i
|
|
! i
l}
‘ i
e 3 |
u‘ \ ‘ !
@oUintys | | |
! i I Pliwe
1
|
Long Praitie " Little Falls ‘71‘. ———
1 | HMibles
"‘ i @ounty, Gourty
I i
“ ‘\\ Mora
! i
I I
| | )
! e N——— e s A T W T & Pine City
| N
I g |
— e | NN Lt gl ) Pl N
(\
re \ Mofaca
N . | 25 s
¢ |
\ u‘
Melrose L | Rush City,
C Fotey
)
Albany t 1
5 artell 1
¢ |
Cdllegeville ) 4 @hisago) [’
St Joseph st clodt [Substation] Lol Ly amd  Combridod @ounty, {
Sizams ; N E— T = @oUintyg e 1]
( I
\ \ i
?/ \ " ‘ North Branch|
{ i
Réckville \\ \4' i
Cold'Spring. }
R Shabume I
u i @olinty, 1
iy A 1 g
} Paynésville / AN » S r | St Francis :\
" 1
J /  Cheree | |
i ¢ Substation
;* ****** e ———1 /// S U Big Lake |
| el : T\ e\ W5 |
i @@Llﬂfy Lf,f, 777.} GLlﬂfy '~ ~
N Proposed Route Segment 1 @ sherco Substation Map 1
N Proposed Route Segment 2 ® Cuyuna Series
Compensation Station APPLICANT'S PROPOSED PROJECT

Existing Transmission Line
A Benton County Substation

Iron Range Substation

Miles

Scoping Alternatives
Northland Reliability Project



