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Appendix M-1b

Mankato – Mississippi River Transmission Project

Certificate of Need and Route Permit Application

E002/CN-22-532 and E002/TL-23-157

Appendix M-1b

LGU Stakeholder List
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Appendix M-1c

Mankato – Mississippi River Transmission Project

Certificate of Need and Route Permit Application

E002/CN-22-532 and E002/TL-23-157

Appendix M-1c

Tribal Correspondence
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October 31, 2023

Johnny Johnson, President

Noah White, THPO

Prairie Island Indian Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Road

Welch, MN 55089

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Line Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Rice, Dodge, Olmsted, Goodhue, Winona, and Wabasha

counties, Minnesota

Docket No. E002/CN-22-532 and TL-23-157

Dear Johnny Johnson and Noah White:

In April, we reached out to let you know about the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project). I am writing to provide an update about the Project, and to provide you with

an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the Project. Xcel Energy is

leading a proposal to construct the Project, which consists of about 120 miles of new 345

kilovolt (kV) transmission line from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located near

Mankato, east to the Mississippi River, southeast of Kellogg. In addition, about 20 miles of an

existing 161 kV line will need to be relocated between the North Rochester Substation near

Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on that line northeast of Rochester.

In May 2023, we held initial public open houses within the Project area to inform landowners

and community members about the Project and to receive feedback about the initial route

options we identified. We held another round of open houses from Sept. 19-21 that provided

additional project updates and opportunities for landowners to provide additional feedback

about updated route options currently under consideration. We are also coordinating with

potentially interested Tribes and regulatory and government agencies.

The enclosed map shows the Project study area, existing transmission lines and updated route

options under consideration. The route options shown were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding known culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location

with other infrastructure. These routes also take into account feedback received to date. We

will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed analysis, continued

community and Tribal feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in early 2024, in accordance

with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

Please let us know if you have information we should consider in evaluating and refining routes.

If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide input, we would be happy to meet

in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a GIS shapefile or Google Earth

format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Study Area Map
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414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401

October 31, 2023

<tribe Chair contact name> <tribe THPO contact name>

<tribe Chair contact address line 1> <tribe THPO contact address line 1

<tribe Chair contact address line 2> <tribe THPO contact address line 2

<tribe Chair contact address line 3> <tribe THPO contact address line 3>

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Line Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Rice, Dodge, Olmsted, Goodhue, Winona, and Wabasha

counties, Minnesota

Docket No. E002/CN-22-532 and TL-23-157

Dear <Tribe chair> and <Tribe THPO>:

In April, we reached out to let you know about the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project). I am writing to provide an update about the Project, and to provide you with

an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the Project. Xcel Energy is

leading a proposal to construct the Project, which consists of about 120 miles of new 345

kilovolt (kV) transmission line from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located near

Mankato, east to the Mississippi River, southeast of Kellogg. In addition, about 20 miles of an

existing 161 kV line will need to be relocated between the North Rochester Substation near

Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on that line northeast of Rochester.

In May 2023, we held initial public open houses within the Project area to inform landowners

and community members about the Project and to receive feedback about the initial route

options we identified. We held another round of open houses from Sept. 19-21 that provided

additional project updates and opportunities for landowners to provide additional feedback

about updated route options currently under consideration. We are also coordinating with

potentially interested Tribes and regulatory and government agencies.

The enclosed map shows the Project study area, existing transmission lines and updated route

options under consideration. The route options shown were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding known culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location

with other infrastructure. These routes also take into account feedback received to date. We

will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed analysis, continued

community and Tribal feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in early 2024, in accordance

with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

Please let us know if you have information we should consider in evaluating and refining routes.

If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide input, we would be happy to meet

in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a GIS shapefile or Google Earth

format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Study Area Map
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414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401

May 1, 2023

Cynthia Warzecha Kate Fairman

Energy Projects Reviewer Environmental Review Operations Lead

Minnesota DNR Minnesota DNR

500 Lafayette Road 500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155 St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear Ms. Warzecha and Ms. Fairman:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or meet to discuss the project. This project is

part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations and

regulatory guidelines.
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Xcel Energy has incorporated several Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MnDNR)

mapping layers in our project development map, including, but not limited to: NHIS data, MBS

sites, native plant communities, state parks and other state lands, and calcareous fens. The

project study area was also uploaded into the MnDNRMinnesota Conservation Explorer on

April 6, 2023, to identify ecologically significant areas within the project study area. A copy of

the Conservation Planning Report associated with the project study area is enclosed and is

summarized below:

 One hundred and four MBS Sites within the study area are designated with Biodiversity
Significance Ratings ranging from “Below” to “Outstanding”

 MnDNR Native Plant Community Classification types with 395 total mapped
communities were identified within the study area

 Six Calcareous Fens, and eight DNR Old Growth Stands were identified within the study
area

 No MN Prairie Conservation Plan areas were identified within the study area

 Three Important Bird Areas, identified by Audubon Minnesota in partnership with the
MnDNR, are mapped within the study area and include the Upper Minnesota River
Valley IBA, the Upper Mississippi NWR IBA, and the Whitewater Valleys IBA. These areas
are non-regulatory, but the designation of these sites demonstrates the significant
ecological value of the area

 Twelve Lakes of Biological Significance are mapped within the study area, with their
biological significance ranking from “Moderate” to “Outstanding”

Additional information regarding the purpose of these designations is available within the

attached Conservation Planning Report. As we continue to develop the Project, this information

will be used to help refine route alternatives. A formal Natural Heritage Review Request for

formal NHIS consultation and additional coordination with MnDNR staff will be completed as

Project routes become more defined.

This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify
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potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosures: Project Location Map

MnDNR Conservation Planning Report (April 6, 2023)
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414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401

May 1, 2023

Sarah Beimers

Environmental Review Manager

Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office

50 Sherburne Avenue, #203

St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear Ms. Beimers:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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May 1, 2023

Kris Laman, Project Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

600 South Lake Avenue - Suite 211

Duluth, MN 55802

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Laman:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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May 1, 2023

Andy Peek, Manager

Federal Aviation Administration

6020 28th Ave S - Ste 102

Minneapolis, MN 55450

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Peek:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.

Page 8 of 34

Appendix M-1d
Mankato – Mississippi River Transmission Project
Certificate of Need and Route Permit Application

E002/CN-22-532 and E002/TL-23-157



This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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May 1, 2023

Troy Daniell, State Conservationist

U.S. Department of Agriculture

375 Jackson Street - Suite 410

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Daniell:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Page 11 of 34

Appendix M-1d
Mankato – Mississippi River Transmission Project
Certificate of Need and Route Permit Application

E002/CN-22-532 and E002/TL-23-157



May 1, 2023

Alan Fogarty, Acting Superintendent

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs

5600 American Blvd W - Ste 500

Bloomington, MN 55437

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Fogarty:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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May 1, 2023

Kenneth Westlake, Chief

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

77 West Jackson Blvd, Mailstop B-19J

Chicago, IL 60604

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Westlake:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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May 1, 2023

Leanne Buck, Executive Director

Minnesota Associaton of Soil and Water Conservation

255 Kellogg Boulevard East, Ste 101

St. Paul, MN 55103

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Buck:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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May 1, 2023

Ed Lenz, Southern Region Manager

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources

1400 E Lyon St Ste 100

Rochester, MN 55904

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Lenz:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Page 19 of 34

Appendix M-1d
Mankato – Mississippi River Transmission Project
Certificate of Need and Route Permit Application

E002/CN-22-532 and E002/TL-23-157



May 1, 2023

Steve Roos, Environmental Planner, Ag Marketing & Development

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

625 Robert Street

St.Paul, MN 55155

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Roos:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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May 1, 2023

Kristin Raab, Health Impact Assessment and Climate Change Program Director

Minnesota Department of Health

625 Robert Street N

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Raab:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.

Page 22 of 34

Appendix M-1d
Mankato – Mississippi River Transmission Project
Certificate of Need and Route Permit Application

E002/CN-22-532 and E002/TL-23-157



This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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May 1, 2023

Ryan Gaug, Interim Office Director

Minnesota Department of Transportation

395 John Ireland Blvd

New Ulm, MN 56073

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Gaug:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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May 1, 2023

Stacy Kotch, Utility Transmission Route Coordinator

Minnesota Department of Transportation

395 John Ireland Blvd

Mankato, MN 0

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Kotch:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Page 27 of 34

Appendix M-1d
Mankato – Mississippi River Transmission Project
Certificate of Need and Route Permit Application

E002/CN-22-532 and E002/TL-23-157



May 1, 2023

Nicole Griensewic, Executive Director

Department of Transportation: Development Commission

3 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 310

St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Griensewic:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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May 1, 2023

Steve Oscarson

SSTS Policy and Planning Compliance and Enforcement

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

520 Lafayette Rd N

St. Paul, MN 0

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Oscarson:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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May 16, 2023

Todd Smith, Principal Engineer

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

520 Lafayette Rd N

St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, Faribault, Goodhue, Olmstead, and Wabasha Counties,

Minnesota

Dear M(s. or r.) Smith:

I am writing to let you know about an upcoming transmission line project, and to provide you

with an opportunity to request more information or to meet to discuss the project. This project

is part of a portfolio of long-range electric transmission projects identified by the regional grid

operator, Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), intended to improve reliability,

relieve capacity on the grid as electricity use increases, create more system resiliency during

extreme weather and support bringing on more renewable energy in Minnesota and

throughout the Midwest.

Xcel Energy is leading a proposal to construct the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission

Project (Project), which consists of about 120 miles of new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line

from Xcel Energy’s existing Wilmarth Substation located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, east

to the Mississippi River in Wabasha County, southeast of Kellogg, Minnesota. The enclosed map

shows the study area for the Project, existing transmission facilities and preliminary route

options currently under consideration.

In addition to the new 345-kV line, about 20 miles of an existing 161-kV line will need to be

relocated between the North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a point on

that line northeast of Rochester. This is needed because a portion of the new 345-kV line would

displace the 161-kV line where it is currently double-circuited with an existing 345-kV line.

The preliminary route options shown in the attached map were developed based on analysis of

publicly available data with a focus on minimizing socioeconomic and environmental impacts,

avoiding culturally significant sites and protected resources, and maximizing co-location with

other infrastructure. We will continue to develop and refine the routes based on more detailed

analysis, community feedback, engineering best practices, environmental considerations, and

regulatory guidelines.
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This Project will require a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public

Utilities Commission (PUC). We intend to file these applications in late 2023, in accordance with

Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850. Additional permitting processes and

consultations will occur with applicable agencies and other jurisdictions.

As part of this process, Xcel Energy is conducting stakeholder outreach and holding public

meetings starting this spring and continuing throughout 2023, as well as coordinating with

applicable Tribes, regulatory and government agencies. There will be several future

opportunities for input regarding the Project and we will provide schedule updates in future

communications.

At this stage of Project development, we want to make you aware of the Project and begin

gathering information to help refine or develop additional potential route options or identify

potential constraints. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in

evaluating and refining routes. If you would like to meet to discuss the Project and provide

input, we would be happy to meet in-person or virtually. If you prefer to review the routes in a

GIS shapefile or Google Earth format, please let us know.

We look forward hearing from you about this Project. If you have questions and would like

additional information, please contact me at Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6073.

Sincerely,

Ellen Heine

Principal Siting and Permitting Agent

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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Correspondence with Tribes, Agencies and LGUs



Sedarski, Joe

From: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 31, 2023 11:15 AM
To: Meincke, Alexander C CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA)
Cc: Sedarski, Joe; Griffin, Stephanie
Subject: RE: 2023-00493-ACM Ellen Heine Acknowledgment Letter
Attachments: Ellen _Heine _ACK_Letter.rtf_05_08_2023_20_25_51.pdf

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hey Alex,

Sorry for the extended delay on this one. We have been working on refining routes based on public and agency
feedback. At this point we are preparing for a second round of open houses, and feel that we are close to what will be
our “final” proposed routes, with an expected application to the Public Utilities Commission in late 2023/early
2024. Sometime in the next few weeks we’d like to schedule some time to go over the project with you. We can come
up with a few potential times and send them over to you if that works best? Or there are specific times that do or do
not work for you feel free to let us know and we can plan around that.

Thanks,

Ellen

Ellen Heine
Xcel Energy
P: 612.330.6073 C: 651-247-0957
E: ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com

From:Meincke, Alexander C CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA) <Alexander.C.Meincke@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Tuesday, June 6, 2023 5:43 PM
To: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Subject: RE: 2023-00493-ACM Ellen Heine Acknowledgment Letter

No need to apologize, just wanted to make sure you still wanted to meet. I’ll keep this open and wait to hear from you
about some meeting times.

Alex

From: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 6, 2023 10:58 AM
To:Meincke, Alexander C CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA) <Alexander.C.Meincke@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] RE: 2023-00493-ACM Ellen Heine Acknowledgment Letter

Sorry! No, the project is definitely active. We were getting ready for open houses and I was a bit swamped for a couple
of weeks. Please keep my application open. I’ll look at calendars and propose some times for a meeting.

Thanks,

EXTERNAL - STOP & THINK before opening links and attachments.
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Ellen

Ellen Heine
Xcel Energy
P: 612.330.6073 C: 651-247-0957
E: ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com

From:Meincke, Alexander C CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA) <Alexander.C.Meincke@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Tuesday, June 6, 2023 9:35 AM
To: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Subject: RE: 2023-00493-ACM Ellen Heine Acknowledgment Letter

Hello Ellen,

On May 1, 2023, you requested a preapplication meeting to discuss an upcoming project. This file has been inactive
because you have not responded to our email to set up a preapplication meeting. If the project has been abandoned or
if problems have arisen, please let us know. We will expect your reply within 30 days of receipt of this email, after which
time we will consider your application withdrawn.

If you have any questions, please reach out to me. My contact information is listed below.

Alex Meincke
Lead Project Manager, North Branch, Regulatory Division
St. Paul District, US Army Corps of Engineers
332 Minnesota Street, Suite E1500
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
Office Phone: (651) 290-5485
Cell Phone: (952) 679-0744

From:Meincke, Alexander C CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA)
Sent: Tuesday, May 9, 2023 6:53 AM
To: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Subject: RE: 2023-00493-ACM Ellen Heine Acknowledgment Letter

Hi Ellen,

I’m the project manager assigned to this project. Let me know if you’d like to set up a time to discuss this upcoming
project. My contact info is below. Feel free to reach out to me.

Alex Meincke
Lead Project Manager, Regulatory Division
St. Paul District, US Army Corps of Engineers
332 Minnesota Street, Suite E1500
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
Office Phone: (651) 290-5485

You don't often get email from alexander.c.meincke@usace.army.mil. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL - STOP & THINK before opening links and attachments.
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Cell Phone: (952) 679-0744

From: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Sent:Monday, May 8, 2023 5:50 PM
To: Parker, Kaecey R CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA) <Kaecey.R.Parker@usace.army.mil>
Cc:Meincke, Alexander C CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA) <Alexander.C.Meincke@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] RE: 2023-00493-ACM Ellen Heine Acknowledgment Letter

Thank you!

Ellen Heine
Xcel Energy
P: 612.330.6073 C: 651-247-0957
E: ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com

From: Parker, Kaecey R CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA) <Kaecey.R.Parker@usace.army.mil>
Sent:Monday, May 8, 2023 3:30 PM
To: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Cc:Meincke, Alexander C CIV USARMY CEMVP (USA) <Alexander.C.Meincke@usace.army.mil>
Subject: 2023-00493-ACM Ellen Heine Acknowledgment Letter

Hello – Attached please find the subject document. If you have any questions please contact the Project Leader
indicated in the letter.

Respectfully,

Kaecey Parker
Environmental Protection Technician
Regulatory Division, La Crescent Field Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

You don't often get email from kaecey.r.parker@usace.army.mil. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL - STOP & THINK before opening links and attachments.
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Regulatory File No. MVP-2023-00493-ACM 
 

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT 
 
Ellen Heine  
Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com 
 
 
To: Ellen Heine: 
 
 We have received your submittal described below. You may contact the Project 
Manager with questions regarding the evaluation process. The Project Manager may request 
additional information necessary to evaluate your submittal.  
 
 File Number: MVP-2023-00493-ACM 
 
 Applicant: Xcel Energy  
 
 Project Name: Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project / Pre-App 
 

Project Location: Section 34 of Township 107 N, Range 27 W, Blue Earth County, 
Minnesota (Latitude: 44.0345344658268; Longitude: -94.0670472935046) 

 
 Received Date: 05/08/2023 
 
 Project Manager: Alexander Meincke 

(651) 290-5485 
Alexander.C.Meincke@usace.army.mil 
 

 Additional information about the St. Paul District Regulatory Program can be found on 
our web site at http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/missions/regulatory. 
 
 Please note that initiating work in waters of the United States prior to receiving 
Department of the Army authorization could constitute a violation of Federal law. If you have any 
questions, please contact the Project Manager. 
 

Thank you. 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
St. Paul District 
Regulatory Branch 
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Sedarski, Joe

From: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Sent: Monday, February 19, 2024 3:58 PM
To: Sedarski, Joe
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project follow up

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Ellen Heine
Xcel Energy
P: 612.330.6073 C: 651-247-0957
E: ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com

From: Rheude, Margaret G <margaret_rheude@fws.gov>
Sent: Friday, September 8, 2023 2:27 PM
To: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>; Marquardt, Shauna R <Shauna_Marquardt@fws.gov>
Cc: Sedarski, Joe <Joe.Sedarski@hdrinc.com>; contact@mankatomississippirivertransmission.com; Solis, Joshua
<joshua.solis@hdrinc.com>; Utrup, Jill <Jill_Utrup@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project follow up

I think once we see the text of the new eagle regs we'll have a better idea of the best path forward, so I think
early next year is the best time for us to brainstorm.
Have a good weekend,
Mags

Mags Rheude (she/her)
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Midwest Migratory Bird Program
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
5600 American Blvd. West, Suite 990
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458

612-430-1732
margaret_rheude@fws.gov

From: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Sent: Friday, September 8, 2023 1:51 PM
To: Rheude, Margaret G <margaret_rheude@fws.gov>; Marquardt, Shauna R <Shauna_Marquardt@fws.gov>
Cc: Sedarski, Joe <Joe.Sedarski@hdrinc.com>; contact@mankatomississippirivertransmission.com
<contact@mankatomississippirivertransmission.com>; Solis, Joshua <joshua.solis@hdrinc.com>; Utrup, Jill

EXTERNAL - STOP & THINK before opening links and attachments.
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<Jill_Utrup@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project follow up

Thanks Mags. I got some more guidance on bat requirements yesterday, so I think your advice to wait to meet on eagles
(and bats) will work well. Let us know if there are any other specific species we should plan to discuss when we do
meet.

Have a lovely weekend. 

Ellen

Ellen Heine
Xcel Energy
P: 612.330.6073 C: 651-247-0957
E: ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com

From: Rheude, Margaret G <margaret_rheude@fws.gov>
Sent: Friday, September 8, 2023 10:42 AM
To: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>; Marquardt, Shauna R <Shauna_Marquardt@fws.gov>
Cc: Sedarski, Joe <Joe.Sedarski@hdrinc.com>; contact@mankatomississippirivertransmission.com; Solis, Joshua
<joshua.solis@hdrinc.com>; Utrup, Jill <Jill_Utrup@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project follow up

Hi Ellen,
as you likely know, we are currently waiting for a final decision on the update on the eagle rule, which will
likely influence how this project obtains coverage for eagle take. We are expecting to have the final rule by
the end of the year - I would recommend waiting for the final rule and then seeing how it could apply to this
project. You could also plan to do eagle nest surveys the year prior to construction begins (when the leaves
are off the trees) - however, there might be some additional recommendations about surveys in the new
regulations, so I would recommend reviewing the new regs prior to planning any eagle nest surveys. I'm
happy to touch base with you at the beginning of next year and discuss options once the new rule is
finalized. I don't think meeting before then would be productive.
Thanks,
Mags

Mags Rheude (she/her)
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Midwest Migratory Bird Program
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
5600 American Blvd. West, Suite 990
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458

612-430-1732
margaret_rheude@fws.gov

EXTERNAL - STOP & THINK before opening links and attachments.
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From: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Sent:Wednesday, September 6, 2023 4:21 PM
To:Marquardt, Shauna R <Shauna_Marquardt@fws.gov>; Rheude, Margaret G <margaret_rheude@fws.gov>
Cc: Sedarski, Joe <Joe.Sedarski@hdrinc.com>; contact@mankatomississippirivertransmission.com
<contact@mankatomississippirivertransmission.com>; Solis, Joshua <joshua.solis@hdrinc.com>; Utrup, Jill
<Jill_Utrup@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project follow up

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening attachments, or
responding.

Hi Shauna and Mags,

I sent the attached letter and IPaC report this spring (right around the same time I sent one for the Sherco Solar 3
Project) and hadn’t heard back on this one so am reaching out to see if you would be interesting in setting up a teams
call to discuss the project. I’m also cc’ing Jill, who I realize didn’t get the letter. With all the bat listings it would
probably be a good idea for talk about what might be required for surveys etc..

Brief project summary/update: Since the agency letters went out this spring we held a round of public open houses in
May. A second round of in-person open houses are scheduled September 19, 20, 21 with a virtual open house on the
26th . The attached map and kmzs show the updated routes. These latest ones include changes based on additional
map and site visit reviews, landowner feedback and input from other agencies and LGUs. We are currently planning to
file our application with the PUC in late December/Early January.

Let me know if you would like to set up some time to have a Teams call and review the routes and such.

Thanks,

Ellen

Ellen Heine
Xcel Energy
Principal Siting and Permitting Agent
414 Nicollet Mall, 414-6A, Minneapolis, MN 55401
P: 612.330.6073 C: 651-247-0957
E: ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com
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Sedarski, Joe

From: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Sent: Monday, February 19, 2024 3:50 PM
To: Sedarski, Joe
Subject: FW: FAA-ADO Comments - Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Ellen Heine
Xcel Energy
P: 612.330.6073 C: 651-247-0957
E: ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com

From: Heine, Ellen L
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2023 9:34 AM
To: Hahn, Robert (FAA) <Robert.Hahn@faa.gov>
Cc: contact@mankatomississippirivertransmission.com; Stevenson, Grant D <grant.stevenson@xcelenergy.com>;
Sedarski, Joe <Joe.Sedarski@hdrinc.com>
Subject: RE: FAA-ADO Comments - Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Thank you Robert. We’ve got some flight surfaces for the Mankato Airport that we’ve been using to help evaluate and
design preliminary structures. We will make sure to submit the structures in that area as well as at Faribault through the
OE system. I’ll let the engineers know that you are available to meet if there are any questions or things they would like
to discuss.

Thanks!

Ellen

Ellen Heine
Xcel Energy
P: 612.330.6073 C: 651-247-0957
E: ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com

From: Hahn, Robert (FAA) <Robert.Hahn@faa.gov>
Sent:Wednesday, May 10, 2023 10:07 AM
To: Heine, Ellen L <Ellen.L.Heine@xcelenergy.com>
Subject: FAA-ADO Comments - Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project

Ms. Heine,

See my response below on the Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project.

You don't often get email from robert.hahn@faa.gov. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL - STOP & THINK before opening links and attachments.
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You had originally sent in a mailing to our office DTD 5/1/2023. I have taken over Andy Peek’s duties on airspacing.

No problem if you want to meet on this. Probably virtual would work best.

Thanks,

Robert Hahn
FAA - Dakota-Minnesota ADO
6020 28th Ave S
Suite 102
Minneapolis, MN 55450-2700
W 612-253-4639
E-mail: Robert.Hahn@faa.gov

From: Hahn, Robert (FAA)
Sent: Tuesday, May 9, 2023 3:41 PM
To: contact@mankatomississippirivertransmission.com
Subject: FAA DAK-MIN-ADO Proposed Transmission Line Comments

To whom it may concern:

In reviewing the mailed brochure, I just wanted to remind about the FAA filing requirements per the public OE/AAA
system:

Obstruction Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis (OE/AAA) (faa.gov)

Specifically,

 any construction or alteration that exceeds an imaginary surface extending outward and upward at any of the following slopes:
o 100 to 1 for a horizontal distance of 20,000 ft. from the nearest point of the nearest runway of each airport described

in 14 CFR 77.9(d) with its longest runway more than 3,200 ft. in actual length, excluding heliports

Looking at the MN Aero Chart, I see two airports in the vicinity of the proposed transmission line path:

Mankato (MKT)

Faribault (FBL)

When it comes time to submit points per the above, I would expect a significant number of line pole points around the
two airports mentioned above and strategic points (i.e., that help to define the pole configuration) going from
east/west.

Sincerely,

Robert Hahn
FAA - Dakota-Minnesota ADO
6020 28th Ave S
Suite 102
Minneapolis, MN 55450-2700
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