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Authority

MINNESOTA ENERGY CONNECTION PROJECT

ROUTE PERMIT APPLICATION
COMPLETENESS CHECKLIST

Required Information

Location in

Minn. Stat. § 216E.03 — Project Notice

Application

Subd. 3a

At least 90 days before filing an application with the
commission, the applicant shall provide notice to each local unit
of government within which a route may be proposed. The
notice must describe the proposed project and the opportunity
for a preapplication consultation meeting with local units of
government as provided in subdivision 3b.

Appendix B

Subd. 3b

Within 30 days of receiving a project notice, local units of
government may request the applicant to hold a consultation
meeting with local units of government. Upon receiving notice
from a local unit of government requesting a preapplication
consultation meeting, the applicant shall arrange the meeting at
a location chosen by the local units of government. A single
public meeting for which each local government unit requesting
a meeting is given notice satisfies the meeting requirement of
this subdivision.

§ 7.1; Appendix B

Minn. R. 7850.1900, Subp. 2 — Route Permit for a High Voltage Transmission Line

(“HVTL”)

A.

A statement of proposed ownership of the facility at the time of
filing the Application and after commercial operation.

§1.1

The precise name of any person or organization to be initially
named as permittee or permittees and the name of any other
person to whom the Route Permit may be transferred if transfer
of the Route Permit is contemplated.

§1.2

At least two proposed routes for the proposed HVTL and
identification of the preferred route and the reasons for the
preference.

Note: Applicants’ description of their proposed routes complies
with Minn. Stat. 216E.03, subd. 3 which states “Neither of the
two proposed routes may be designated as a preferred route and
all proposed routes must be numbered and designated as
alternatives.”

§ 2.2 and Section
4




Authority

Required Information

Location in

share right-of-way with the proposed HVTL.

Application
D A description of the proposed HVTL and all associated § 2.0 and
' facilities, including the size and type of the HVTL. Appendix D
B The environmental information required under Minn. Rules § 6.0 and Table
' 7850.1900, Subp. 3. 9.0-1
F Identification of land uses and environmental conditions along §6.0
' the proposed routes. '
The names of each owner whose property is within any of the .
G proposed routes for the HVTL. Appendix I
United States Geological Survey topographical maps or other
H. maps acceptable to the Commission showing the entire length Appendix C
of the HVTL on all proposed routes.
Identification of existing utility and public rights-of-way along
1 or parallel to the proposed routes that have the potential to § 44and
' P prop " v p Appendix C

The engineering and operational design concepts for the
proposed HVTL, including information on the electric and
magnetic fields of the HVTL.

§5.0and § 6.2.12

Cost analysis of each route, including the costs of constructing,

application for a Certificate of Need has been submitted or is
not required.

K operating and maintaining the HVTL that are dependent on §2.8and§ 5.4
design and route.
L A description of possible design options to accommodate § 2.9
' expansion of the HVTL in the future. '
The procedures and practices proposed for the acquisition and
M. restoration of the right-of-way and for construction and § 5.0
maintenance of the HVTL.
N A listing and brief description of federal, state and local permits § 8.0 and Table
' that may be required for the proposed HVTL. 8.0-1
A copy of the Certificate of Need or the certified HVTL list
o containing the proposed HVTL or documentation that an §1.3




Location in

Authority Required Information liation
Minn. R. 7850.1900, Subp. 3 — Environmental Information

A description of the environmental setting for each site or

A. §6.1
route.
A description of the effects of construction and operation of
the faclhty on human settl.ement, mcludmg, but not h.mlted to, § 6.2 and Table

B. public health and safety, displacement, noise, aesthetics, 9.0.1
socioeconomic impacts, cultural values, recreation and public ’
services.

A description of the effects of the facility on land-based
C. economies, including, but not limited to, agriculture, forestry,
tourism, and mining.

§ 6.3 and Table
9.0-1

A description of the effects of the facility on archaeological and
historic resources.

§ 6.4 and Table
9.0-1

A description of the effects of the facility on the natural
E. environment, including effects on air and water quality
resources and flora and fauna.

§ 6.5 and Table
9.0-1

A description of the effects of the facility on rare and unique

§ 6.6 and Table

k. natural resources. 9.0-1
Identification of human and natural environmental effects that
. : e . § 6.7 and Table
G. cannot be avoided if the facility is approved at a specific site or 9.01
route. ’
A description of measures that might be implemented to
o mitigate the potential human and environmental impacts §§ 5.0, 6.0, and

identified in items A to G and the estimated costs of such
mitigation measures.

7.0
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[Insert Headings]

July 28, 2023

Re: In the Matter of the Application of Xcel Energy for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit
for Two Gen-Tie Lines from Sherburne County to Lyon County, Docket No. E002/CN-22-131,
TL-22-132

Dear Administrator,

Xcel Energy is proposing to build a new double-circuit 345 kilovolt (kV) transmission line (the
Minnesota Energy Connection project) between the existing Sherco Power Plant in Becker,
Minnesota and a new substation in Lyon County, Minnesota. The project, which if approved
would run approximately 160 to 180 miles, will support Xcel Energy’s and the State of
Minnesota’s transition to carbon-free electricity by re-using the existing grid connections at
Sherco, which will enable us to deliver predictable and cost-effective energy for our customers in
the Upper Midwest. Re-using the existing interconnection is key for our ability to continue to
deliver new renewable energy to customers at that important connection to the regional
transmission grid as the coal units at Sherburne County Generation Station retire by the end of
2030.

The Minnesota Energy Connection project would include the double circuit transmission line, an
intermediate substation and a substation to house voltage support equipment. The Project is part
of Xcel Energy’s most recently approved Integrated Resource Plan (Docket No. 19-368) and will
be entirely owned by Xcel Energy. Both circuits will be co-located on single pole structures to
minimize impacts to the human and natural environments. A map of the route corridors under
consideration by the Company are shown below. .

Xcel Energy is committed to working closely with landowners and in consultation with local
communities. In developing the route options for this project, Xcel Energy has conducted
significant amounts of public outreach to landowners in the project area, including holding
virtual open houses in November 2022 and in-person open houses along potential routing
corridors in Spring and Summer 2023.

Regulatory permits and approvals

Two major approvals must be obtained from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(Commission) before a high voltage transmission line like the proposed Project can be built: a
Certificate of Need and a Route Permit. The Company filed a Certificate of Need application in
March 2023 and anticipates filing a route permit application in October 2023. In this case, the
Commission will use joint proceedings for the project’s Certificate of Need and Route Permit
applications and will also conduct a joint environmental review. In the joint proceedings, the
Commission will consider whether the Project is needed, the appropriate size, configuration, and
timing. The Commission will also consider the route for the proposed Project. There are
multiple opportunities for stakeholder and public input throughout the proceedings.

We would appreciate an opportunity to update your board about the project and discuss any
questions you may have. We’d also be happy to discuss the right-of-way acquisition and



construction process. To schedule a briefing, please contact the project team at 1-888-292-4714
or by email at MNEnergyConnection@xcelenergy.com.

We look forward to speaking with you.

Regards,

Matt Langan and Randy Fordice

Xcel Energy

Minnesota Energy Connection Transmission Line Project
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AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
XCEL ENERGY FOR A CERTIFICATE OF
NEED FOR TWO GEN-TIE LINES FROM
SHERBURNE COUNTY TO LYON COUNTY,
MINNESOTA

DOCKET NO. E002/CN-22-131

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF _Hennepin )

I Verica Sarajlic , Xcel Energy certifies that on the 28th day of July 2023, they directed to
be sent via U.S. Mail a true and correct copy of the Notice Letter to Local Government Officials
to all parties listed on the attached service list by depositing the same enveloped with postage paid
in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota:

: Verica §arai1ic
[TYPE NAME HERE]

Subscribed and sworn to before me
on this __03 _day of August, 2023.

Notary Public

MESHANNA M BISHOP
Notary Public
State of Minnesota
My Commission Expires
January 31, 2026
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