
414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS
NOT-PUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED

February 7, 2024
—Via Electronic Filing—

Will Seuffert
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: IN THEMATTER OF THE APPLICATION OFNORTHERN STATES POWER
COMPANY, MINNESOTA D/B/A XCEL ENERGY FOR A CERTIFICATE OF NEED
FOR ADDITIONAL DRY CASK STORAGE AT THE PRAIRIE ISLANDNUCLEAR
GENERATING PLANT INDEPENDENT SPENT FUEL STORAGE INSTALLATION
Docket No. E002/CN-24-68

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

Northern States Power Company, Minnesota d/b/a Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy),
submits this Application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for additional
spent fuel storage capacity at the Prairie Island Nuclear Power Generating Plant
Independent Spent Fuel Storage Facility (ISFSI). Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes
§§ 116C.83 and 216B.243, this Application seeks a certificate of need for sufficient
additional dry cask storage at the ISFSI to allow continued operation of the Prairie
Island Plant through 2054.

We have closely examined the role our nuclear power plants play in the State’s
electrical supply system and in the transition to a low carbon and no carbon electric
energy future. As we have presented in our Integrated Resource Plan, submitted to
the Commission February 1, 2024, we conclude that the continued operation of the
Prairie Island Plant until 2053/2054 provides the best option for Xcel Energy,
our customers, the State and the region. The additional spent fuel storage capacity
requested here is necessary to allow for that continued operation. Xcel Energy
also intends to apply for a Subsequent License Renewal (SLR) from the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) in 2026.



PUBLIC DOCUMENTS—NOT-PUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED

2

In addition to the certificate of need, Minnesota Statutes § 116.83, subd. 6(b) requires
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be prepared by the Department of
Commerce – Energy Environment Review and Analysis (EERA), pursuant to
Minnesota Statutes Chapter 116D and Minnesota Rules Chapter 4410. The first step
in this process is for the developer to draft an Environmental Assessment Worksheet
(EAW) to begin the process of identifying the scope of the issues to be examined in
the EIS. Xcel Energy provided a draft EAW to EERA on November 17, 2023, and
EERA is in the process of developing a scoping document, which will be published
along with the EAW. We expect the environmental review process will take eight
months to a year to complete, so that a final EIS will be available prior to the
Commission’s consideration of the certificate of need.

Request for Protection of Confidential Information

The Company recognizes and supports the need for transparency in review of our
Certificate of Need application. We also take seriously our responsibility to maintain
the security of the information and systems involved in the delivery of safe, reliable
energy to our customers.

Appendix B: Dose Study to support ISFSI Certificate of Need, SL-018015, Rev 0
Appendix B is marked “Not-Public” as portions of the appendix contain confidential
security information the Company considers to be not-public data as defined by
Minn. Stat. § 13.37(1)(a). The disclosure of this information would be likely to
substantially jeopardize the security of vital system information, and property against
trespass, or physical injury or otherwise cause financial harm from its disclosure.
Xcel Energy maintains this information as confidential pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0500.

Appendix C: Sargent and Lundy Calculation, 2018-04151 Dose Rate Analysis
for Prairie Island ISFSI Expansion, Rev. 1.
Appendix C is marked “Not-Public” as portions of the appendix contain confidential
security information the Company considers to be not-public data as defined by
Minn. Stat. § 13.37(1)(a). The disclosure of this information would be likely to
substantially jeopardize the security of vital system information, and property against
trespass, or physical injury or otherwise cause financial harm from its disclosure.
Xcel Energy maintains this information as confidential pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0500.

Appendix D: Design Information Transmittal (DIT) No. PICON-01,
Study to Support ISFSI Certificate of Need (CON), 8/28/23
Appendix D is marked “Not-Public” as portions of the appendix contain confidential
security information the Company considers to be not-public data as defined by
Minn. Stat. § 13.37(1)(a). The disclosure of this information would be likely to
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substantially jeopardize the security of vital system information, and property against
trespass, or physical injury or otherwise cause financial harm from its disclosure.
Xcel Energy maintains this information as confidential pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0500.

Appendix E: New Cask Storage Technology Vendor Specific Information,
Supplement to SL-018015, Rev 0
Appendix E is marked “Not-Public” as it includes information considered
to be trade secret data as defined by Minn. Stat. § 13.37(1)(b). This data includes
confidential vendor technology design information that has independent economic
value, from not being generally known to, and not being readily ascertainable by other
parties, who could obtain economic value from its disclosure or use. The Company
protects this information as not-public pursuant to its agreement with the vendor.
The disclosure of this information could adversely impact contract negotiations,
potentially increasing costs for these services for our customers. Thus, Xcel Energy
maintains this information as a trade secret pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0500.

Appendix E is marked “Not-Public” in its entirety. Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0500,
subp. 3, the Company provides the following description of the material excised in
the public version of Appendix E:

1. Nature of the Material: Appendix E is a PDF copy of new cask storage
technology vendor-specific information.

2. Authors: Appendix E was prepared by Sargent & Lundy consultants.

3. Importance: Appendix E includes confidential vendor technology design
information that the Company maintains as a trade secret.

4. Date the Information was Prepared: September 2023.

Appendix I: Nuclear Leave Behind Study Report (Appendix M1 of 2024-2040
IRP in Docket No. E002/RP-24-67).

Appendix I is marked “Not-Public” and is provided with Critical Energy
Infrastructure Information (CEII) redacted. The appendix contains contingency
information related to existing or proposed to critical electric infrastructure, the
incapacity or destruction of which would negatively affect national security,
economic security, public health or safety, or any combination of such matters.
Xcel Energy protects CEII as confidential Security Information as defined by Minn.
Stat. § 13.37(1)(a), as its disclosure would be likely to substantially jeopardize the
security of vital system information, and property against trespass, or physical injury or
otherwise cause financial harm from its disclosure. Additionally, the appendix includes
upgrade and cost detail designated as Trade Secret pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 13.37,
subd. 1(b), as this information derives independent economic value, actual or
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potential, from not being generally known to, and not being readily ascertainable by
proper means by, other persons who can obtain economic value from its disclosure
or use. Xcel Energy maintains this upgrade and cost information as a trade secret
pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0500.

Copies of our Application have been served on parties on the attached service lists.
Pursuant to Minnesota Rules 7855.0210, subp. 1, a check in the amount of $20,000,
the application fee, has been provided under separate cover.

Xcel Energy looks forward to working with all interested parties in this important
proceeding regarding Minnesota’s energy future.

Please contact Monsherra Blank, Director, Regulatory and Strategic Analysis, at
monsherra.s.blank@xcelenergy.com or (214) 422-3672 if you have any questions
regarding this filing.

Sincerely,

/s/

BRIA E. SHEA
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY POLICY

Encls
c: Service Lists
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REQUIRED INFORMATION

I. SUMMARY OF FILING

A one-paragraph summary is attached to this filing pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.1300,
subp. 1.

II. SERVICE ON OTHER PARTIES

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216.17, subd. 3, we have electronically filed this document
with the Commission. Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.1300, subp. 2, we have served
copies of this filing on the Department of Commerce, Office of the Attorney General
and parties on the enclosed service lists.

III. GENERAL FILING INFORMATION

Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.1300, subp. 3, the Company provides the following
information.

A. Name, Address, and Telephone Number of Utility

Northern States Power Company doing business as:
Xcel Energy
414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401
(612) 330-5500

B. Name, Address, and Telephone Number of Utility Attorney

Ian M. Dobson
Lead Assistant General Counsel
Xcel Energy
414 Nicollet Mall, 401 – 8th Floor
Minneapolis, MN 55401
(612) 330-7641

C. Date of Filing and Proposed Effective Date of Rate Factors

The date of this filing is February 7, 2024. The Company is not proposing rate factors
in this filing.
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D. Statute Controlling Schedule for Processing the Filing

Minn. Stat. §§ 116C.83 and 216B.243 govern the Company’s submission of an
application for a Certificate of Need for additional dry cask storage at the Prairie
Island Nuclear Generating Plant in Red Wing, Minnesota in accordance with rules
adopted by the Commission.

E. Utility Employee Responsible for Filing

Bria E. Shea
Regional Vice President, Regulatory Policy
Xcel Energy
414 Nicollet Mall, 401 – 7th Floor
Minneapolis, MN 55401
(612) 330-6064

IV. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0700, the Company requests that the following persons
be placed on the Commission’s official service list for this proceeding:

Ian M. Dobson Christine Schwartz
Lead Assistant General Counsel Regulatory Administrator
Xcel Energy Xcel Energy
414 Nicollet Mall, 401 – 8th Floor 414 Nicollet Mall, 401 – 7th Floor
Minneapolis, MN 55401 Minneapolis, MN 55401
ian.m.dobson@xcelenergy.commailto: regulatory.records@xcelenergy.com

Any information requests in this proceeding should be submitted to Christine
Schwartz at the Regulatory Records email address above.



STATE OFMINNESOTA
BEFORE THE

MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Katie J. Sieben
Hwikwon Ham
Valerie Means
Joseph K. Sullivan
John A. Tuma

Chair
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner

IN THEMATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY
D/B/A XCEL ENERGY FOR A
CERTIFICATE OF NEED FOR ADDITIONAL
SPENT FUEL STORAGE AT THE PRAIRIE
ISLANDNUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT
INDEPENDENT SPENT FUEL STORAGE
INSTALLATION

DOCKET NO. E002/CN-24-68

 APPLICATION FOR A
CERTIFICATE OFNEED FOR

ADDITIONAL SPENT FUEL STORAGE

SUMMARY OF FILING

Please take notice that on February 7, 2024, Northern States Power Company d/b/a
Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy) filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(Commission) an Application for a Certificate of Need (Application) for additional
spent fuel storage at the existing Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation (ISFSI)
at the Prairie Island Nuclear Power Generating Plant (Prairie Island Plant). The
procedures and criteria for this Certificate of Need are contained in Minnesota
Statutes § 216B.243 and Minnesota Rules Chapters 7855 and 7849.

The Application requests sufficient additional spent fuel storage at the existing
ISFSI to allow continued operation of the Prairie Island Plant until 2053/2054.
That continued operation also requires approval of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC), which oversees the safe operation of nuclear power plants.

Implementation of the additional storage at the existing ISFSI, and the continued
operation of the Prairie Island Plant until 2053/2054, will assure the continued
adequacy, reliability and efficiency of energy supply and are a critical part of Xcel
Energy’s and the State’s carbon emission reduction efforts.





BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147 

In the Matter of the Application of Northern 
States Power Company, Minnesota d/b/a Xcel 
Energy for a Certificate of Need for Additional 
Dry Cask Storage at the Prairie Island Nuclear 
Generating Plant Independent Spent Fuel
Storage Installation 

MPUC Docket No. E-002/CN-24-68 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss. 

COUNTY OF WASHINGTON ) 

Mary G. Holly, of the City of Lake Elmo, County of Washington, the State of Minnesota, 

being first duly sworn, deposes and says that on the 7th day of February, 2024, she served the 

attached Certificate of Need Application to all said persons on the attached Service List, true 

and correct copies thereof, by eFiling. 

/s/ Mary G. Holly  
MARY G. HOLLY 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
7th day of February, 2024.

/s/ Rachel M. Tillemans 
Notary Public 

My Commission Expires:  January 31, 2027 

27757010v1 
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