STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
PO Box 64620
St. Paul, MN 55164-0620

COMPLAINT FORM
for Violations of the
FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT
and
CAMPAIGN FINANCE ACT

Information about complaint filer (Complainant)

Name: Carol A. Overland, Attorney at Law, MN Lic. No. 254617
Address: 1110 West Avenue (612) 227-8638
City, State, Zip: Red Wing, MN 55066 overland@legalectric.org

Information about the person/entity you are complaining about (Respondent)

e Recall City Hall and
c/o George Hintz c/o Paul Kampe
128 Johnson Ave. 149 Spring Creek
Red Wing, MN 55066 Red Wing, MN 55066
(651) 210-9667 (651) 388-7884
recallcityhall@gmail.com (no email provided or known)

e Citizens for Responsible Govt
P.O. Box 519
Red Wing, MN 55066 (no phone or email provided or known)

Candidates for Red Wing City Council:

e Janie M. Farrar
c/o Josephine M. Schendel

434 W. 4 St., #503 (651) 388-6841
Red Wing, MN 55066 djschendel@g.com
e Ron Goggin
c/o Paul Kampe
149 Spring Creek Rd. (651) 388-7884
Red Wing, MN 55066 (no email provided or known)

o Donald Kliewer
1851 Woodland Drive (651) 380-8377
Red Wing, MN 55066 ddkliewer@gmail.com



mailto:overland@legalectric.org
mailto:recallcityhall@gmail.com
mailto:djschendel@q.com
mailto:ddkliewer@gmail.com

e Ted Seifert

521 — 17t Street (651) 442-3205
Red Wing, MN 55066 teds@hiawathamedical.com
e Jason J. Snyder
P.O. Box 153 (651) 376-5021
Red Wing, MN 55066 snyderforredwingcc@gmail.com

Provide the specific statute in Minnesota Statutes Chapter 211A (Campaign
Finance Act) or Chapter 211B (Fair Campaign Practices Act) that you allege
has been violated:

Minn. Stat. §211A.02 Financial Report

Minn. Stat. §211A.05 Failure to File Statement

Minn. Stat. §211A.06 Failure to Keep Account

Minn. Stat. §211A.09 Forfeiture of Nomination or Office

Minn. Stat. §211B.04 Campaign Material Must Include Disclaimer
Minn. Stat. §211B.06 False Political and Campaign Material
Minn. Stat. §211B.17 Forfeiture of Nomination or Office

Dates of violations:
Campaign Finance Reports for dates of filing, attached:
Minn. Stat. §211A.02 Financial Report
Minn. Stat. §211A.05 Failure to File Statement
Minn. Stat. §211A.06 Failure to Keep Account

Flyer dated 10/31/22, attached:
Minn. Stat. §211B.06 False Political and Campaign Material
Minn. Stat. §211B.04 Campaign Material Must Include Disclaimer

Nature of Complaint: Please see attached.

Violations of Minn. Stat. 8211A.06 Failure to Keep Account
Recall City Hall, based on filings of 11/30/2021 ($5,569.96 missing) and
8/10/2022, where an additional $23.67 missing, totaling $5.593.63 is missing.
Numbers presented on the reports do not add up (blue pen and highlighting
added by Complainant).

Date of Election: Didn’t meet threshold, no election scheduled.

Violations of Minn. Stat. 8211B.06 False Political and Campaign Material

and Minn. Stat. 8211B.04 Campaign Material Must Include Disclaimer

Flyer dated 10/31/22 with material false statements, plus defamatory twisted

inferences and opinions, that writer knew or should have known are false.
Date of Election: November 8, 2022

Violations of Minn. Stat. 8211A.06 Failure to Keep Account
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See attached Candidate Campaign Financial Report filings (blue pen and
highlighting added by Complainant)

Janie M. Farrar — 7/20/2022; 7/29/2022; 10/25/2022
Date of Election: November 8, 2022 (won seat on Council)

Ron Goggin — 7/1822; 10/29/22
Date of Election: November 8, 2022 (won seat on Council)

Donald Kliewer — 7/15/2022; 7/29/2022; 8/12/2022
Date of Election: August 9, 2022 (won seat on Council)

Ted Seifert — 7/29/2022; 10/29/2022
Date of Election: November 8, 2022 (lost election)

Jason Snyder — 10/4/2022; 10/31/2022
Date of Election: November 8, 2022 (lost election)

Elected office or Ballot Question: (All City of Red Wing focused)
Recall City Hall — Recall Petitions for 6 of 7 City Council members
Citizens for Responsible Govt — City Council Election November 8, 2022

Janie M. Farrar; Ron Goggin; Donald Kliewer; Ted Seifert; Jason Snyder
All running for seat on Red Wing City Council

Nature of Complaint: Please see attached letter and exhibits.

Oath

[, Carol A. Overland, under penalty of perjury, swear or affirm that the statements
| have made in this complaint are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
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November 11, 2022 \_AANL \J

Carol A. Overland

Attorney at Law, Lic. #254617
Legalectric/Overland Law Office
1110 West Avenue

Red Wing, MN 55066

(612) 227-8638
overland@legalectric.org
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Legalectric, Inc.

Carol Overland Attorney at Law, MN #254617

Energy Consultant—Transmission, Power Plants, Nuclear Waste

overland@legalectric.org

1110 West Avenue
Red Wing, Minnesota 55066
612.227.8638

November 11, 2022 ‘ \

Campaign Finance & Public Disclosure Board
190 Centennial Office Building

658 Cedar Street

St. Paul, MN 55155

RE:  Recall City Hall; Citizens for Responsible Government/Govt; Janie M. Farrar;
Ron Goggin; Don Kliewer; Ted Seifert; and Jason Snyder
Complaint - Violation of the Campaign Finance and Fair Campaign Practices Acts

To the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board:

Attached please find executed Complaint for Violation of the Campaign Finance and Fair
Campaign Practices Acts, filing fee, and “attachment” below with the specifics of the Complaint.

This Complaint is regarding coordinated acts, statutory violations including failure to file,
reporting errors, and missing and unaccounted for funds of a group of individuals, acting as the
Committee to Recall City Hall and Citizens for Responsible Government/Govt (unregistered);
and candidates running for City Council as a block: Janie M. Farrar, Ron Goggin, Ted Seifert,
and Jason Snyder; and Don Kliewer, elected to City Council in August 9, 2022 Special Election.

The specific statutes at issue are: Minn. Stat. §211A.02; Minn. Stat. §211A.05; Minn. Stat.
§211A.06; Minn. Stat. §211A.09 and Minn. Stat. §211B.04; Minn. Stat. §211B.06; and Minn.
Stat. §211B.17. The most serious violations are of Minn. Stat. §211A.06 regarding the $5,593.63
missing from the Recall City Hall reports, and Minn. Stat. §211B.06 regarding the multiple false
statements in the “Citizens for Responsible Govt” flyer dated October 31, 2022.

I. RECALL CITY HALL

Recall City Hall has failed to account for a significant sum, $5,593.63 as of its August 10, 2022
Report, $5,569.96 as of the prior report in November 30 2021. Other specific reporting errors in
the Committee’s Reports are itemized below. As noted below, principals of Recall City Hall
have filed for Red Wing City Council, and are reporting expenses exceeding, and at times
grossly exceeding, amounts taken in, and the missing Recall City Hall funds may have been
diverted to these candidates or “Citizens for Responsible Government.” Minn. Stat. §211A.06
Failure to Keep Account. Because the “Recall City Hall” principals have run and now been



elected to City Office, specifically Ron Goggin and Janie Farrar, Minn. Stat. §211A.09 and
Minn. Stat. §211B.17 FORFEITURE OF NOMINATION OR OFFICE may be applicable.

Recall City Hall, a ballot question committee as defined by Minn. Stat. §10A.01, Subd. 7c,
seeking a recall election for 6 of 7 Red Wing City Council members, filed Campaign Financial
Reports dated 3-10-21 to cover 2-25-21 to 3-10-21 and Amended report for that same period
dated 3-29-21; 5-31-21 for period 3-10-21 to 5-31-21 and Amended report for that same period
dated 11-30-21; 11-31-21 for period dated 6/1/21 to 11-30-21; and 8/10/22 for period from 12-1-
21 to 8-10-22. The Campaign Financial Reports as filed, with my blue pen comments and
highlighting are attached. Reports as filed are available online: https://www.red-

wing.org/1062/ 2021 Recall Petitions are also online.!

3-10-21 for period 2-25-21 to 3-10-21
Report does not list “Disbursements” listed in itemization and claims “NONE.”
Report lists large amounts of “Anonymous” donations
(Report lists Theodore (Ted) Seifert Ron Goggin, Council candidates as donors.)

3-28-21 Amended Report for period 2-25-21 to 3-10-21
Report does not list “Disbursements” listed in itemization and claims “NONE.”
Report lists in-kind donation from “Ask Shelley,” Ask Shelly Virtual Assistant, LLC, was
terminated 4/3/2019 via Statement of Termination

5-31-2021 Report for period 3-10-21 to 5-31-21
Report shows $9,160.00 cash taken in, prior report shows $3,620.00 cash on hand,
totaling $13,780.00, less $7,384.11 equals $5,395.89 cash on hand, BUT report states
cash on hand as $1,775.89 (this was corrected in Amended filing below).
Report lists Janie Farrar, current Council candidate as donor, both cash and in-kind.

11-30-21 Amended Report for period 3-10-21 to 5-31-21
Report corrects missing $3,620 from cash on hand reported on 5-31-21.
Report lists 3/20/21 expenditure of $200 as “Resource” and IDs this as payment to Kent
Laugen, whose law license is “involuntarily restricted by court order.”
Report totals $9,858, an additional $698 that is not listed on original ($9,160)

11-30-21 Report for period 6/1/21 — 11/30/21 — Certified by Paul Kampe (see Goggin Reports).
Report of 5-31-21 states $5,684.89 cash on hand, $470.42 cash in, and $38 disbursed
(after accounting for disbursements and refunds of $327.28 and $350)
$5,684.89 5-31-21 Cash on hand
+ 470.42 11-30-21 Report Cash in
$6,155.31
- 38.00 11-30-21 Reported Disbursement
$6,117.31
- 547.35 11-30-21 Claimed Cash on Hand
$5,569.96 MISSING — UNACCOUNTED FOR

I Recall Petitions: https://legalectric.org/weblog/21731/
2nd Hove Recall Petitions: https://legalectric.org/weblog/21936/
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8-10-22 Report for period 12-1-21 to 8-10-22 — Certified by Paul Kampe (see Goggin Reports).

II.

Report shows disbursement to New River Assembly, where Recall City Hall meetings
were held, and this disbursement may or may not be violation of Minn. Stat §211B.08
Solicitations of Contributions Prohibited; see also Minn. Stat §211B.12, Legal
Expenditures.

Report shows disbursement on 7-19-22 of $300 for “Chamber of Commerce Parade
Spot* for Red Wing’s River City Days. Upon information and belief, there was no
“Recall City Hall” unit in the parade. The Recall City Hall effort ended with the City’s
denial of Petitions for recall election in May and June 2021, over one year prior.>

Report claims $218.17 cash taken in and 8-10 22 cash on hand claimed “0”
547.18 11-30-21 claimed cash on hand
+218.17 8-10-22 Report of cash in
765.52
- 741.85 8-10-22 Disbursements
23.67 Not “0” as reported “Cash on hand”

$5,569.96 Missing as of 11-30-21 Report
+ 23.67 Shortin 8-11-22 Report
$5,593.63 Missing, unaccounted for by Recall City Hall

CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT

Citizens for Responsible Government is an unregistered entity, and is either a “Political
Committee” as defined by Minn. Stat. §10A.01, Subd. 27, or an “Independent Expenditure
Political Committee” as defined by Minn. Stat. §10A.01, Subd. 18a, and which has failed to
register with Campaign Finance Board and has failed to file Campaign Financial Reports. Minn.
Stat. 211A.05. Citizens for Responsible Government has also failed to keep account of income
(unknown) and outgo for expenses such as parade expense and mailing of thousands of flyers.

Minn. Stat. §211A.02 Financial Report

Minn. Stat. §211A.05 Failure to File Statement

Minn. Stat. §211A.06; Failure to Keep Account

Minn. Stat. §211B.04 Campaign Material Must Include Disclaimer.

Minn. Stat. §211A.09 and Minn. Stat. §211B.17 FORFEITURE OF NOMINATION OR
OFFICE may be applicable because the bloc candidates coordinated with Citizens for
Responsible Government and three have now been elected to City Office, specifically
Don Kliewer, Ron Goggin and Janie Farrar,

Citizens for Responsible Government participated in the August 2022 River City Days parade,

2 City denied petitions for recall election on May 24, 2021 and June 14, 2021. A District court
action was filed, not by “Recall City Hall,” but by individuals involved in the Recall, which was
withdrawn and dismissed in August 2021.



likely using the line-up spot paid for by Recall City Hall (reported in 8-10-22 Report), and upon
information and belief, using a truck pulling a cargo trailer owned by Council candidate Jason
Snyder with “Citizens for Responsible Government” lettering on the trailer, covered by candidate
signs and surrounded by those candidates. None of these candidates reported paying a parade
entry fee.

Ted Seifert and trailer Ted Seifert, Ron Goggin, Don Kliewer & trailer

Citizens for Responsible Government mailed at least one flyer to many homes in Red Wing. See
attached “The time for removal of the current council has finally arrived!” Removal of the
Council was the aim of “Recall City Hall,” and those running for City Council seats are ones
who donated, via cash or in-kind, to Recall City Hall; walked recall petitions around town;
participated at demonstrations at City Hall; and were the public face of the Recall effort
documented in media articles and social .> See also new articles.*

Minn. Stat. §211B.06, Subd. 1a. FALSE POLITICAL AND CAMPAIGN MATERIAL.

The flyer sent by “Citizens for Responsible Government” used language, topic headings, and
language from the “Recall City Hall” website®. The flyer contained inflammatory hyperbole and
opinions, but more importantly, it contained many false statements, in violation of Minn. Stat.
§211B.06, Subd. 1a. See Flyer, attached following Recall City Hall CFB Reports. Examples:

e “The city-wide recall 18 months ago was successful and certified by our city clerk.” The
Recall Petitions were certified by City Clerk and signatures were gathered, but Petitions
were not successful — on advice of City Attorney that Petitions did not meet malfeasance
and/or misfeasance threshold, Council denied Petitions and did not schedule election.

e “The current council was able to avoid a special election by directing the city attorney to

3 See Recall City Hall Campaign Finance Reports, attached. See also Petitions and Affidavits, available online at
https://legalectric.org/weblog/21731/ and https://legalectric.org/weblog/21936/. Roughly 2,011 signatures were
collected out of roughly 10,469 registered Red Wing voters.

4 Attached articles posted on Recall City Hall website, available through Wayback Machine:
https://web.archive.org/web/2021062203353 5/https://www.recallcityhall.us/media-center

5 https://web.archive.org/web/20210622033535/https://www.recallcityhall.us
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threaten both the recall attorney and the recall petitioners with the full legal costs of the
city if the lawsuit was lost.” The Recall lawsuit was withdrawn and dismissed after
notification that a Rule 11 challenge would be filed.

e “This council blatantly refused to follow the by-laws of the City Charter regarding
recalls.” The Charter “by-laws” do not address recall. Recall is provided for in the City
Charter, Sections 6.12 — 6.17.

e “An overwhelming majority of Red Wing did not want police chief Roger Pohlman
fired.” Just over 2,000, or 20%, of the registered voters signed petitions for recall, which
is far less than “overwhelming,” and there is no factual basis for a statement regarding
whether a majority of voters did not want Pohlman fired.

e “They ruined his career...” Pohlman was fired on February 19, 2021, and was offered job
as Lakefield Police Chief on March 1, 2021, less than two weeks later. See 3-3 and 3-10-
21 Lakefield articles attached.

e “After spending nearly $8,000... City staff then buried this report and refused to share it
with the public because it did not support their narrative.”

0 The report referred to was from 2018, and was not the cause of Pohlman’s firing
three years later. The report is discussed in a disingenuous 3-11-2021 opinion
piece, “Telling the full story means knowing the whole story,” attached. That the
report is confidential, and Todd claims to have a copy, provided by an unnamed
individual.®

0 The report was not “buried.” Personnel matters are confidential by law, and it is
up to the person who is the subject of the matter to disclose or not disclose. Roger
Pohlman is the only one who can disclose, and this information is not legally
available through a Data Practices Act request.

e “... this council has spent millions of dollars on acquiring real estate projects best left to
private sector developers. “[m]illions of dollars” is unsubstantiated and false. The
Council President reports’ under $1 million in City property purchases:

Fiscal Responsibility

The letter claims this council has spent millions of dollars on acquiring real estate projects. More false statements.

To the best of my knowledge, since in office there have been three significant real estate purchases by the city, and one by the Port.
1- purchase of property at the Riverview Skyway landing as part of the long term Upper Harbor redevelopment plan. This purchase was
approximately $100,000
2-purchase of the Bauer Built property for around $450,000. This had a few purposes: to support local businesses by providing ample
parking in West End during reconstruction and to help attract a developer that would add to the retail, dining, entertainment district of this
district, further stimulating the economy.
3-purchase a segment of CP Rail property for $go,000. This project and the funds had been set aside for that purchase for years before [ was
even on council. This has been a project in the works since 2005. While it is an expensive project, it will not be completed without state or
federal funds. But owning the property is the necessary step in applying for those funds.
4-The Port Authority approved the purchase of a small piece of property near the Maltery building for about $100,000. This was to ensure
that it would be ready to sell to anyone who would want to develop the Maltery building or that corner into a project.

6 See “Telling the full story means knowing the whole story,” 3-11-2021 Rochester Post Bulletin (attached).

7 Online at: https://www.nortonforredwing.org/becky-s-vision scroll down for Letter filled with false and misleading
information.
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e “...suggested removing the chief would be a good start in healing the community.” This
is false.

e “The city of Red Wing received a total of about $3,9 million in COVID Cares ACT
money. Prior to distributing any to the private sector who it was intended for, the City
siphoned nearly 40% ($1.2 million) fio City Administration needs.” Use by the City was
an intended purpose. Id.

During 202 the Port authorized between $900,000 - $1,000,000 to small businesses to assist them and their employees during 2020.
The City also collaborated with other organizations to purchase and provide for personal protection equipment to help keep businesses,
employees, and residents safe.

The letter specifically cites the use of those funds as hazard pay, which was an eligible use of the funds, so I'll focus on that. Here again,
they're misleading the reader by making false statements that only brush against the truth.

All City employees adjusted their work schedules and personal lives to ensure city services were maintained: garbage, water, streets, parks,
library services, public safety, and all the city functions were all maintained during this time.

Union employees received a 4% lump sum for their work during Covid in 20z0.

Non-union employees also received hazard pay compensation - the amount they received was adjusted based on the class/type of work they
do. Jobs in grades A-B are more hourly employees and often have more interaction with the public or each other, they received a prorated 4%
lump sum. Grade C are middle level management and received 3% of their salary in lump sum.

Employees in grades D-F such as department heads and administrators received only 2%.

The flyer closed stating:

Written & produced by Citizens for Responsible Govt. P.O. Box 519, Red Wing, MN 55066
without any candidate involvement or endorsement.

This disclaimer is not the language required by statute, and does not specify whether or not it is
an “independent expenditure.” Minn. Stat. §211B.04 Campaign Material Must Include
Disclaimer.

The photos, new articles, parade activities and flyer shows that these efforts were coordinated,
not independent. Minn. Stat. §10A.01, Subd. 18. “Recall City Hall,” “Citizens for Responsible
Government” and current City Council candidates are a close knit group, running as a bloc, a
group that has been working in concert, coordinating, for over a year, through the Recall City
Hall, the City Council Special Election, and the City Council November 8, 2022 election.

III. CANDIDATES FOR CITY COUNCIL

Candidates Janie M. Farrar, Ron Goggin, Ted Seifert, Jason Snyder and Don Kliewer are local
candidates as defined by Minn. Stat. §10A.01, Subd. 10d, candidates for Red Wing City Council
who ran as a bloc in 2022. Janie M. Farrar and Ron Goggin were elected on November §, 2022,
and Don Kliewer was elected in a special election on August 9, 2022. Ted Seifert and Jason
Snyder lost their respective contests.’

8 As above, https://www.nortonforredwing.org/becky-s-vision (scroll down for Letter filled with false and
misleading information).

% See parade photos, above; “Committee outlines work needed to recall Red Wing City Council members,” 3-17-
2022 Rochester Post Bulletin; see also “Red Wing Community News” endorsements, attached and online at:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064405103484 Red Wing Community News is a fb page developed
by Shelley Pohlman, former Police Chief Roger Pohlman’s wife, and began as “Red Wing Citizens Assembly,”
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All of the Reports filed by these candidates have deficiencies and errors, some simple addition,
some material omissions. Minn. Stat. §211A.06 Failure to Keep Account. Although the amounts
in question are not as high as the $5,593.63 missing funds in the Recall City Hall reports, some
are substantial, and Minn. Stat. §211A.09 and Minn. Stat. §211B.17 FORFEITURE OF
NOMINATION OR OFFICE may be applicable.

A. Janie Farrar — Elected to Red Wing City Council November 8, 2022

Janie Farrar is a local candidate as defined by Minn. Stat. §10A.01, Subd. 10d, and filed
Campaign Financial Reports, attached. Reports certified by Josephine M. Schendel. Minn. Stat.
§211A.06 Failure to Keep Account.

e Farrar did not report paying a Council filing fee;

e Farrar did not report paying a parade fee to the Chamber of Commerce for the Red Wing
River City Days parade;

e Report of 10-28-22 shows self in-kind contributions of $6,752.55, but in-kind listed as
$6,935.65 with no explanation of different in-kind numbers.

e The numbers reported on her Reports of 7-20-2022, 7-29-2022, and 10-29-2022 do not
add up.

e Farrar was principal of the Recall City Hall committee, active in soliciting signatures and
presenting as public face of the effort.!”

B. Ron Goggin — Elected to Red Wing City Council November 8, 2022

Ron Goggin is a local candidate as defined by Minn. Stat. §10A.01, Subd. 10d, and filed
Campaign Financial Reports, attached. Gogin’s reports were certified by Paul Kampe, who also
certified the Recall City Hall reports. Minn. Stat. §211A.06 Failure to Keep Account.

Ron Goggin did not report paying a Council filing fee or parade fee to the Chamber of
Commerce for the Red Wing River City Days parade, and marched in the parade and had his
campaign signs displayed on the Citizens for Responsible Government trailer.

e 7-18-22 Goggin Reports a prohibited corporate contribution from Demorett Enterprises
Inc in the amount of $100. Minn. Stat §211B.15 Corporate Political Contributions.

e 7-18-22 Report shows “N/A” for addresses for 7 contributions.

e 10-29-22 Report does not list employers for the Guerbers.

e 10-29-22 The numbers on this report are significantly off.

Ron Goggin was a principal of Recall City Hall as one of the 5 Petitioners for Recall City Hall

using the name of a Hamline citizen advocacy project, then “Red Wing Citizens Assemble” and then “Red Wing
Community News. After the Pohlmans moved to Lakefield, Paul Kampe became the moderator.

10 See video of Farrar in “Committee outlines work needed to recall Red Wing City Council members,” March 17,
2021 Rochester Post Bulletin (online at https://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/committee-outlines-work-needed-
to-recall-red-wing-city-council-members).
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Petitions (see below) who also took Petitions door to door soliciting signatures'!, and
coordinated with Citizens for Responsible Government — that’s Ron Goggin in the white shirt
(see above photos) an identified in linked articles:

st of registered voters from the ward or wards in which the Council Member is elected
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AFFIDAVIT OF PETITION CIRCULATOR

1, the undersigned, hereby certify that the signatures on the page(s) attached hereto are authentic.

1 also certify that each signature page had, at the time of signing, a true and correct copy of the
certificate required by Red Wing City Charter Section 6.12 attached thereto.

Idwlmmderpenaltyofpéjwychmweryﬂxingl}xvesmdiuthis document is true and correct.
Minn. Stat. § 358.116.
S~ -aea —
Date Signature
Printed Name: Rona() J. Gottinl
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Ped) wWink, paal STCL

Telephone: &S71-301-98 79

Sworn and subscribed before me this

mdayof U[h ,2021.
Qo) D0 DXp

Hoery Public § B0 RACHEL RENEE ASLAKSON
ka@} NOTARY PUBLIC - MNNESOTA
YR w o s 1 22
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C. Don Kliewer — Elected to City Council August 9, 2022

Don Kliewer, elected to Red Wing City Council, in a 2022 Special Election, was a candidate as
defined by Minn. Stat. §10A.01, Subd. 10d. Don Kliewer ran for the vacant Ward 2 City Council
seat and was elected in the august 9, 2022 Special Election. He filed three Campaign Financial
Reports, certified by Kliewer.

e Kliewer’s 7-15-22 Report shows $900 in cash raised, $232 of in-kind contributions,
totaling $1,132, claims expenditures of $806.60, but states an ending balance of $900
cash-on-hand. The numbers do not add up, and there is no explanation of the roughly
$320 difference.

e 7-29-22 Report for time period of 7-15-22 to 7-29-22 reports $876.60 cash contributions,
but page 2 shows $2,008.60.

' See id., and “Red Wing Recall movement hits the street for signatures,” Rochester Post Bulletin April 19, 2021
(online at https://www.postbulletin.com/news/red-wing-recall-movement-hits-the-streets-for-signatures).

12 This Petition and Affidavit available on Legalectric: https://legalectric.org/f/2021/07/scan_mlaidlaw_2021-07-06-
10-59-20.pdf; all of the 2™ group of “Recall Dean Hove” Petitions and Affidavits available at this link:
https://legalectric.org/weblog/21936/
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https://legalectric.org/f/2021/07/scan_mlaidlaw_2021-07-06-10-59-20.pdf
https://legalectric.org/weblog/21936/

e 7-29-22 page to shows four of the contributions should have been included on the 7-15-
22 Report, totaling $1,738.60, and that report has not been amended.

e 7-29-22 Report shows 7-12-22 in-kind donation of $232 which is also listed on page 1 of
the 7-15-22 Report.

e 7-29-22 Report page 2 should only include the 7-17-22 contribution of $200 and arguably
the undated $20 and $50 cash donations, totaling $270.

e 7-29-22 Report shows cash contributions received as $876.60, which apparently
represents the 7-8-22 loan of $806.60 plus the cash donations of $20 and $50 that total
$876.60.

e 7-29-22 Report claims $185 cash-on-hand, which, subtracted from the $876.60 collected,
is $691.60, yet disbursements for this same period are $1,012.

e 7-29-22 Report shows total disbursements of $1,823.60, which is the total of the 7-15-22
and 7-29-22 reports, not the $1,012 disbursements in the 7-29-22 report time period.

e 7-29-22 Report, based on dates of attachment, disbursements should be corrected.

e 8-12-22 Report shows no cash or in-kind contributions. From the $185 (erroneously)
reported on the 7-29-22 report, with no revenue and $243.83 expenses on 8-1-22, the
balance would be -$58.83.

e 8-12-22 Report states cash-on-hand is $106.17, with no explanation.

e Reports of 7-29 and 8-12-22 show contributions of $2,008.60 and disbursements of
$2,067.43, with apparent balance of $58.83.

Don Kliewer did not report paying a Council filing fee or parade fee to the Chamber of
Commerce for the Red Wing River City Days parade and marched in the parade and had his
campaign signs displayed on the Citizens for Responsible Government trailer, and the numbers
in his Report do not add up. The Campaign Financial Reports have not been amended. Minn.
Stat. §211A.06 Failure to Keep Account.

In the photo, as above, Kliewer with the Citizens for Responsible Government trailer and Ted
Seifert and Ron Goggin:



D. Ted Seifert — lost contest for Ward 4 City Council

Ted Seifert is a local candidate as defined by Minn. Stat. §10A.01, Subd. 10d, and filed
Campaign Financial Reports, attached. Reports certified by Seifert.

Ted Seifert was a principal of Recall City Hall as one of the 5 Petitioners for Recall City Hall
Petitions who also took Petitions door to door soliciting signatures:

AFFIDAVIT OF PETITION CIRCULATOR

1, the undersigned, hereby certify that the signatures on the page(s) attached hereto are authentic.

lnl.wu:mfythlenohs'ipllm!tm:mnmcﬁmeulsim-mudwnwmpyofux
certificate required by Red Wing City Charter Section 6.12 sttached thereto

1 declare under penalty of perjury that everything | have stated in this document is true and correct
Minn. Stat. § 358.116.

5 202/

Date

Sworn and subscribed before me this

\ I qayof. N\L‘z‘*{ ,2021

Rogxnd 0000k
Notary Public

Seifert’s Campaign Financial Reports are deficient, spending more than was taken in, with no
explanation.

7-29-22 Report states report covers 5-31-22 to 6-29-22, which appears a simple error.
7-29-22 Report shows no income.

7-29-22 Report shows $126 in expenses but no indication of how paid.

7-29-22 report total is -$126.00.

10-29-22 Report shows $100 cash contribution, with $655.86 in expenses, and no
indication how expenses were paid.

10-29-22 numbers total -$555.86

e 7-29-22 and 10-29-22 reports total deficiency of $681.86

Ted Seifert did not report paying a parade fee to the Chamber of Commerce for the Red Wing
River City Days parade, and the numbers on his Reports do not add up. The Campaign Financial
Reports have not been amended. Minn. Stat. §211A.06 Failure to Keep Account. Ted Seifert
coordinated with Citizens for Responsible Government and marched in the parade and had his
campaign signs displayed on the Citizens for Responsible Government trailer. See photos above.

E. Jason Snyder — Lost contest for Ward 3 Council

Jason Snyder is a local candidate as defined by Minn. Stat. §10A.01, Subd. 10d, and filed
Campaign Financial Reports, attached. Reports certified by Snyder.

13 Online at: https://legalectric.org/f/2021/07/scan_mlaidlaw_2021-07-06-10-57-26-reduced-size.pdf



https://legalectric.org/f/2021/07/scan_mlaidlaw_2021-07-06-10-57-26-reduced-size.pdf

Those Reports have multiple issues:

e 10-4-22 Report states $150 cash and $60 in-kind contribution, an $1,478.71 in
Disbursements, a deficit of $1,337.71 if considering only cash contributions, or if
including in-kind contributions, $1,277.71.

e 10-4-22 Report gives no indication how those disbursements were paid.

e 10-4-22 Report does not show a disbursement matching or totaling the $60 in-kind
donation.

e 10-4-22 Report does not show a disbursement for the City Council filing fee.

e 10-31-22 Report shows $100 cas and $143.81 in-kind contributions.

e 10-31-22 Report shows $1.091.63 in expenses leaving a $991.63 deficit, or including the
$143.91 in-kind, though no matching disbursement, a $847.82 deficit.

e 10-31-22 Report does not show a disbursement matching the $60 in-kind contribution.

e Reports, when subtracting expenses from cash contributions, show a $2,329.34 deficit, or
including in-kind contributions (though no matching disbursements) a $2,125.53 deficit.

Jason Snyder did not report paying a Council filing fee or a parade fee to the Chamber of
Commerce for the Red Wing River City Days parade. Upon information and belief, Jason Snyder
is the owner of the truck and trailer used in the Red Wing River City Days and which was
labeled “Citizens for Responsible Government” and was covered with signs of the candidates
who are the subject of this report. He reports significant expenses paid, over $1,000 in each
report, yet reports only taking in $150 and $100. These reports, filed 10-4-22 and 10-31-22, have
not been amended. Minn. Stat. §211A.06 Failure to Keep Account.

As above, this Complaint is regarding coordinated acts, statutory violations including failure to
file, reporting errors, and missing and unaccounted for funds of a group of individuals, acting as:

e Committee to Recall City Hall;
e C(itizens for Responsible Government/Govt (unregistered); and
e (Candidates running for City Council as a bloc:
O Janie M. Fararr, elected to Red Wing City Council At-Large on November 8,
2022;
0 Ron Goggin, elected to Red Wing City Council Wards 1 & 2 on November 8,
2022;
0 Don Kliewer, elected to City Council in August 9, 2022 Special Election.
0 Ted Seifert and Jason Snyder, who both lost in the November 8, 2022 election.

The specific statutes at issue, as set forth above, are:

Minn. Stat. §211A.02 Financial Report

Minn. Stat. §211A.05 Failure to File Statement

Minn. Stat. §211A.06 Failure to Keep Account

Minn. Stat. §211A.09 Forfeiture of Nomination or Office



e Minn. Stat. §211B.04 Campaign Material Must Include Disclaimer
e Minn. Stat. §211B.06 False Political and Campaign Material
e Minn. Stat. §211B.17 Forfeiture of Nomination or Office

The most serious violations are the $5,593.63 missing from the Recall City Hall reports, and the
multiple false statements in the “Citizens for Responsible Govt” flyer dated October 31, 2022
and that entity’s failure to register as a Committee.

I, Carol A. Overland, under penalty of perjury, affirm that that the statements in the above

Complaint and assertions and claims herein are to my knowledge, information, and belief true
and correct.

Dated: November 11, 2022 AN U VXA

Carol A. Overland

Attorney at Law

Minn. License #254617
Legalectric/Overland Law Office
1110 West Avenue

Red Wing, MN 55066

(612) 227-8638
overland@legalectric.org






Office Report

Name

For Office Use Only:

CAMPAIGN FINANCIAL REPORT

(All of the information in this report is public information}
Name of candidate, committee or corporation CQ‘mT‘f\; ‘}'kf» ‘)’O R ccall C§ ‘)Y H Q ”

Office sought or ballot question _KzCal) Council j!lgm hex s pistrict Q&A U)f'f\al

Type of Candidate report Period of time covered by report:
report v Campaign committee report
Association or corporation report L R -1 -ai
Final report fromg Qgﬁ) to:i
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED

Give the total for all contributions received during the period of time covered by this report. Contributions should be listed by type
{money or in-kind) rather than contributor. See note on contribution fimits on the back of this form, Use a separate sheet to itemize all
contributions from a single source that exceeded $100 during the calendar year. This itemization must include name, address, employer
or occupation if seif-employed, amount and date for these contributions.

CASH g, 70 ne e e e 1-ON-HAND
IN-KIND * $
TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED =
Include the amount, date and purpose period of time covered by report.
Attach additional sheets if necessary.
N Date Amount
Nene
{
‘ | TOTAL

CORPORATE PROJECT EXPENDITURES

Corporations must list any media project or corporate message project for which contribution{s) or expenditure{s} totai
more than $200. Submit a separate report for each project. Attach additional sheets if necessary.

Project titie or description

Date Purpose Name and Address Expenditure or
of Recipient Contribution
Amount
TOTAL
i certify that this is a full and true statement. /;')uww JRa %3{; D10~ R\
Signature Date

Printed Name G eor v H wta Telephone 3/~ A5 9607 email (if available) *

Address 15 B ’SO;\Y\90“Y\ AV?— P\Eicl U\}il)’\% MN 550é3é

I

> CaNC @ Noeom
4 vecanl 1y hall mﬁr\:\a




ate
1/25/2021

—y g ————

3/4/2021

3/7/2021

Totals

Fad "UPAPE B [ ol N Lo

1Uu.UU
100.00
250.00
100.00

50.00

N AN i n UV

$ 32000

100.00
50.00
50.00

100.00

L7 R ¥R Ve ]

S 200.00
50.00
200.00
50.00
25.00
200.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00

AV RV Vs T 2 P2 Ve BV B Vel

S 1,000.0

50.00
S 25.00

S 2,100.00 S 1,520.00 S

{750 |

61.00

[ P

June wrignt

William & Sandra Hasselblad
Thomas Drazkowski

Ernest Stone

Jomarie Schendel
Anonymous

David Erickson

Joan Norgaard & Ann Smereczniak
Mary Ann Peterson

Wayne & Katherine Voth

Harris & Nancy Waller

Rarkhara Roatchar

* USPS Post Office Box Rental
** Domain name registeration

Address

533 9th St

4263 Hickory St
1516 Wiliow Dr
5560 Mt Carmel Rd
901 Central Ave
647 21st St

128 Johnson Ave
209 Debra Ave

434 W 4th st

2533 Eagie Ridge Or

409 Harding St

2533 Eagle Ridge Dr
1329 Central Ave
2308 Pine Ridge Bivd
1619 Reichert Ave

2606 Frances Ave

Hiawatha Medicai
Excel Energy
Homernaker
Retired

Stone Machinery Co
Gemini Inc.

Retired
Homemaker

Retired

102 Retired

Rerired

111 Retired

Retired
Retired
Retired

Homemaker




Report

QOffice

Name

For Office Use Only:

CAMPAIGN FINANCIAL REPORT

{All of the Information in this report is public Information)
[ - . P .
Name of candidate, committee or corporation Cemm, ’H‘t:?_ Yo Becall C. + 1z H <) /

N . /
Office sought or ballot question ng'al/ g:cmiz&i‘ ljgm hgr;ﬁ District ES"d (J gsﬂ.

Type of Candldate report Period of time covered by report:
report | Pl Campaign committee report
Association or corporation report from & =X5- Xto B <10 - 2/
Final report

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED
Give the tota! for ail contributions received during the period of time covered by this report. Contributions should be listed by type
{money or in-kind} rather than contributor. See note on contribution limits on the back of this form. Use a separate sheet to itemize alt
contributions from a single source that exceeded $100 during the calendar year. This itemization must include name, address, employer
or occupation if self-employed, amount and date for these contributions.

CASH $__§ ey s TOTAI CASH-ON-HAND
IN-KIND + s
TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED = -
=
Include the amount, date and purpose for od of time covered by report.
Attach additional sheets if necessary,
T Date Amount

B /¢

TOTAL

CORPORATE PROJECT EXPENDITURES

Corporations must list any media project or corporate message project for which contribution(s) or expenditure(s} tota!
more than $200. Submit a separate report for each project. Attach additional sheets if necessary.

Project title or description

Date Purpose Name and Address Expenditure or
of Recipient Contribution
Amount
TOTAL
[ s e m— 1

| certify that this is a full and true statement. Z)%Qm ?/g_ni o
Signature vate

Printed Name (= & Lge Hiwt'z  Telephone {o 57-2fe ~ 96 {Email (if available)__ I
Address [ 8 Tehwson Ry Hed L\L&U?}A Mun ST
¥ recatictyhall @ Amml.dc»\




Committee to Recall City Hall
Amended Campaign Finance Report for 2/2%/21 to 3/10/21

Contributions that exceed $100.00

50.00 Thomas Drazkowski 901 Central Ave., Red Wing, MN. 55066
1f Employed, Stone Machine Company

00.00 David Erickson, 2533 Eagle Ridge Dr., Red Wing MN. 55066
tired

Cash Donations

$1,520.00 Cash donations were reported incorrectly as anonymous
on report dated March 10, 2021, These funds were in fact
unitemized contributions collected on different days as an
aggregate. No Individual contributions exceed the contribution

limits.



Report

Office

Name

For Office Use Only:

CAMPAIGN FINANCIAL REPORT

{All of the information in this report is public information)

Name of candidate, committee or corporation {8 m { Hee ¢ Recgall et b4 Hs L
Cowneil M™Members pistrict__ Red (J ¢ LI

Office sought or ballot question He 2}l

Type of Candidate report Period of time covered by report:
report b Campaign committee report
Assaciation or corporation report from F-1e-2jto S-34- 4|
Final report
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED

Give the total for all contributions received during the period of time covered by this report. Contributions should be listed by type

{money or in-kind) rather than cont
contributions from a single source t
ar occupation if self-employed, amo

CASH
IN-KIND
TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED

include the amount, date and pt
Attach additional sheets if neces

Date

CORPORATE PROJECT EXPENDITURES

Corporations must list any media project or corporate message project for which contribution(s) or expenditure(s) total
more than $200. Submit a separate report for each project. Attach additional sheets if necessary.

1

Project title or description ¥
Date Purpose Name ond Address Expenditure or
of Recipient Contribution
Amount
TOTAL

" (R——

1 certify that this is a full and true statement, Hasace FHim? e
Sign“ﬁ:re Date

Printed Name éie'?fr} e Howtz Telephone 651 ~<L16 ~ Yk 7 email (if available)
Address__/R& Tohwsew  Jfuc Red &}mfw MR 5560k




Reccall City Hall Expenditures

Date Purpose Amount
3/16/2021 Lawn Signs S 1,233.30
D/ LY} LULL LEEAE LOUTIE] I3,UUU.UU

4/6/2021 Petitions S 84.84
4/15/2021 Lawn Signs $ 1,233.47
4/16/2021 Paper/Pens/Rubber Bands S 38.90

Jumbo Salider Bags ) 18.25
BinderClips/Nane b/ Rubber B $ 22.26
4/19/2021 Printing S 32.64
4/22/2021 Business Cards/ Door Hangers $  479.00
4/27/2021 Door Hangers S 38172
5/27/2021 Postage S  360.00

$ 7,384.11




Amount

130.00
200.00
150.00
200.00
500.00
500.00
350.00
250.00
200.00
125.00
3,455.00

W w»n n N n v n n v n v

William & Sandy Hasselblad
George Hintz

Richard & Laura Johnson
Sandy Lacourciere

Merle Larson

Gregory Roe

George & Patrica Schammel
George Snyder

Vicki Weckerling

Denny & Donna Yecke

Committee to Recall City Hall
Campaign Finance Report for 3/11/21 to 5/31/21
Contributions that exceed $100.00

5560 Mt Carmel Rd

128 Johnson Ave

2533 Eagle Ridge Dr
1622 Hill View Ct

6815 Skunk Hollow Trl
4794 Mt. Hood Lane
1917 Grand View Ave
2466 Sunny Meadow Ln
1203 Peaceful Ridge Rd
2533 Eagle Ridge Bivd

Pine Island
Red Wing
Red Wing
Red Wing
Welch

Red Wing
Red Wing
Red Wing
Cannon Falls
Red Wing
Red Wing
Red Wing
Red Wing
Red Wing

Cash contributions of $2,916.00 were collected on different days as an aggregate.

MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN

55963
55066
55066
55066
55089
55066
55066
55066
55009
55066
55066
55066
55066
55066

Retired
Physican/Homemaker
Self Employed
Retired

Retired

Retired

Retired

Retired

Retired
insurance/Financial
Retired

Retired

Retired

Retired



90.00 Paul Kampe
20.00 George Hintz

10 EN Trama Neasbanceld

in-kind Donations
149 Spring Creek Rd
128 Johnson Ave

ANA Fonbomnt Ala

State Fileing Fee
Boxes u-line
labels

Sign

Name tags
Vests




Report

Office

Name

™

" 7afaiaar L) CAMPAIGN FINANCIAL REPORT
'E”J {All of the information.ip this report Is public information)
Name of candidate, committee or corporation M 6/7\ y )L)()?LL

Office sought or ballot question District
Type of Candidate report Period of time covered by report
report Campaign committee report
Ffssoc;ation or corporation report from é&e{ to = 3 / o"{(
Final report
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED

Give the total for all contributions received during the period of time covered by this report  Contributions should be listed by type

{money or in-kind] rather than contribu
contributions from a single source that
or occupation if seif-employed, amount

CASH
IN-KIND
TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED =

Include the amount, date and purpi
Attach additional sheets If necessar

Date

ATl

CORPURAIE PRUIEL] CAFCIVUITVRED

Corporations must list any media project or corporate message project for which contribution(s} or expenditure(s) totat
more than $200. Submit a separate report for each project Attach additional sheets if necessary,

i
.

For Office Use Only

Project title or description
Date Purpose Nome ond Address Expenditure ot
of Recipient Contribution
Amount
TOTAL
) /7

| certify that this is a full and true statement, %g 4 é%,‘:
Signature D..c

Printed Name PmJL— KM Teiephone_(gs'/ 3@ 7% Email {if available)
: (4},1)9 mnl

Address



Reccall City Hall Expenditures

Date Business

3/16/2021 Anchar Promotions
PMK/IINIT AMacara

4/6/2021 Aleggra
4/15/2021 Anchor Promotions
4/16/2021 Target

Dollar Tree

Wallmart
4/19/2021 Allegra
4/22/2021 Allegra
4/27/2021 Allegra
5/17/2021 Xero
5/27/2021 usPs
5/31/2021 O'Rourke Media

Purpose
Lawn Signs

Rrnnhisrac

Petitions

Lawn Signs
Paper/Pens/Rubber Bands
Jumbo Salider Bags
BinderClips/Nane b/ Rubber Ba
Printing

Business Cards/ Door Hangers
Door Hangers

Accounting Platform

Postage

RE web advertising

Amount

S

¢

Vo nmnnn

1,233 30

i Talathe dol

84 84
1,233 47
3890
18 25
22 26
32 64
47S 00
381 72
5.00
360 00
404 00
7,793 11




AV Ve N Vs "2 T V2 N Vs R Vo R V2 T T2 T V2 TR ¥ SR Vo SR ¥

Amount

250 00

l:U uu
200 00
130 00
200 00
150 00
200 00
500 00
500 00
350 00
25000
200 00
12500

Committee to Recall City Hall

Campaign Finance Report for 3/11/21 to 5/31/21

Co

Charles Eidem

leresa Gadient

Karen {Kiki) Gheen

Wilham & Sandy Hasselblad
George Hintz

Richard & Laura Johnson
Sandy Lacourciere

Merle Larson

Gregory Roe

George & Patrica Schammel
George Snyder

Vicki Weckerling

Denny & Donna Yecke

ntributions that exceed $100.00

49685 Cty 55 Blvd Pine Island
2663 Ridge View Court Red Wing
1623 Siewart St Red Wing
318 Bush St Red Wing
5560 Mt Carmel Rd Welch

128 Johnson Ave Red Wing
2533 Eagle Ridge Dr Red Wing
1622 Hill View Ct Red Wing
6815 Skunk Hollow Trl Cannon Falls
4794 Mt. Hood Lane Red Wing

1917 Grand View Ave Red Wing
2466 Sunny Meadow Ln  Red Wing
1203 Peaceful Ridge Rd  Red Wing
2533 Eagle Ridge Blvd Red Wing

as an aggregate

MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN

55963
55066
55066
55066
55089
55066
55066
55066
55009
55066
55066
55066
55066
55066

Retired
Physican/Homemaker
Self Employed
Retired

Retired

Retired

Retired

Retired

Retired
Insurance/Financial
Retired

Retired

Retired

Retired



LR 72 R Vo BN V) 8

90 00 Paul Kampe

20 00 George Hintz

18 50 Tom Drazkowski
90.00 Ernie Stone

358.50

In-kind Donations
149 Spring Creek Rd
128 Johnson Ave

901 Central Ave

647 21st 5t

2663 Ridge View Ct
2663 Ridge View Ct

State Fileing Fee
Boxes u-line
labels

Sign

Name tags
Vests
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For Office Use Only

CAMPAIGN FINANCIAL REPORT

{All of the information in this report is public information)

Name of candidate, committee or corporation REO@'LL— C / T)/ Hﬁi L

Office sought or ballot guestion District
Type of Candidate report Period of time covered by report.
report Campaign committee report
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Final report
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED

Glve the total for all contributions received during the period of time covered by this report  Contributic
{money or in-kind) rather than contributor See note on contribution limits on the back of this form Use a
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CASH ] TOTAL CASH-ON-HAND S

+
IN-KIND s lg/
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s 1 ZO- 2 2
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Attach additional sheets if necessary
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¢ Cty o7 Red Wing
q/re/al r_Red Wing ft .
8/7/9 | USES o Doy edal TOTAL
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Corporations must list any media project or corporate message project for which contribution(s} or expenditure(s} total
more than $200. Submit a separate report for each project Attach additional sheets if necessary.

s

Project title or description

Date Purpose Name and Address Expenditure or
of Reciplent Contribution
Amount
TOTAL

/) .
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ignature Date 4 4
Printed Name :f Z% / kﬂ/ﬂp 5 Telephon% E£mail (if available)
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Pohlman was fired by Red Wing on February 19, 2021, and on March 1, 2021, less than two
weeks later, he was offered Lakefield’s Chief of Police job, formally accepted on March 8, 2021:

Council hires Pohlman as police chief

£y tund achvere {ow March 10, 2023

Joshua Schuetz

L P =10 19 +

The city of Lakefiald's quest for a police chief came to a close Monday evening as the takefield City Counci
approved the hiring of Roger Pohiman to serve in the position.

Pohiman, who appeared before the council last Monday during the touncil’s special meeting, has years of
executive experience in {aw enforcement and was offered the position by the council at that meeting’s end, His
letter of acceptance was approved by the council unanimousty.

Lakefield has been without a police chief since June 4, 2020, when Andrew Konechne left to take a similar position
in Artington.

Council offers Pohlman chief position

Area native looks to finish career nearer to home
By fesinen St | on Mareh 03, 2021

Jashua Schuetz

800808

The Lakefield City Council offered Roger Pohiman of Red Wing the position of police chief during a special meeting
Monday night.

Pohiman spoke before the council Monday, giving a summary of his experience in law enforcement and answering
questions from council members about specific aspects of his work.

"I originaily grew up in Sioux Vailey, graduated in 1981, ended up in active-duty Air Force and, after 10 years, 1
jomed the Grand Forks Police Department and rose through the ranks,” Pohiman said.

Pohiman has experience ieading faw enfarcement departments, as he moved to Red Wing and became its chief of
police after ieaving Grand Forks.

“1 held that position for the past eight years,” Pohiman said.

Pohiman said he wants to comne to Lakefield to finish his career on a strong note and serve a tight-knit community
close to home that shares his values.

“{ see this as a great opportunity to end my career the way law enforcement should be,” Pohiman said. "] beliave
faw enforcement should be community focused.”

He got a chance to touch on his experience leading youth programs in Red Wing as well.

"t was a GREAT {Gang Resistance Education and Training) instructor,” Pohiman said. “it doesn't tell students what
they should or shouldr’t do; instead, it teaches people how to make good decisions.”

Paohiman received positive feedback about the program from students in Red Wing and said he'd be willing to
implernent a similar program in Lakefieid.

“1 believe strongly in the program,” Pohiman said, “I think it hefps out young people get off on the right foot and
make good decisions that last a lifetime.”

Council members were impressed with Pohiman'’s resume and elected to make him the offer after he answered
their questions.

“I've done my own research, and everything 1've come across that I think is credible speaks very highly as a
candidate,” said council member Brent Paveiko,

Councit member Nathan Hall agreed.
"I don‘t think we're gonna find someone with more experience,” Hall said.

Council member Bruce Bakalyar made a motion to offer Pohiman the position, which was seconded by Half and
unanimously agreed upon by the council. Pehiman will give his answer in writing after reviewing health insurance
information in the coming days.

Lakefieid has been without a police chief since June 4 when Andrew Konechne left to take a similar position in
Arfington.



“Recall City Hall” screenshots from Wayback Machine:

June 22, 2021: https://web.archive.org/web/20210622043035/https://www.recallcityhall us/

Why a Recall?

» Secret Meetings: The current City Council has held meetings out of sight from
taxpaying citizens and the press, which breaks the open meeting law.

= Personal Agendas: The current City Council has wasted taxpayer dollars on
expensive and unnecessary "advisory paneis®, to further their own personal political
goals.

September 16, 2021 Wayback capture:

hitps://web.archive.org/web/202109162143 1 3/https://www.recallcitvhall.us/

Statement by George Hintz on behalf of The Committee to
Recall City Hall

Statement by George Hintz on behalf of The Committee to Recall City Hall
August 18, 2021
Committee to Recall City Hall to Devote All Resources Toward 2022 City Council Elections

The outpouring of grassroots support from thousands of Red Wing voters to recall six of seven City
Council members has exceeded our greatest expectations. By an overwhelming margin, Red Wing
citizens are ready to replace the current Council with members who will abide by Minnesota’s Open
Meeting Law, and restore openness, dignity, respect, and fiscal responsibility to City government.
Accordingly, the Committee has decided to build on the momentum we have created together, and
direct all of our energy and resources toward the 2022 City Council elections. We will drop our
lawsuits against Council members, and focus instead on recruiting good, qualified candidates and
winning in 2022.

Make no mistake - we were confident of ultimate victory in a protracted court battle with Council
members over their illegal attempt to stop a recall election. However, we cannot, in good conscience,
allow taxpayers to assume expensive legal bills on behalf of the Council, that should rightly be borne
by individual Council members.

Between now and November 2022, we will be attending Council meetings, speaking out, and holding
Council members’ feet to the fire. We encourage every Red Wing voter to do the same. Together, we
will restore good government to this great city. Lic. #254617
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MORE READING:

e Group looks into recalling 6 Red Wing City Council
members(https://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/group-looks-
into-recalling-6-red-wing-city-council-members)

e Red Wing City Council votes to fire Police Chief Roger
Pohlman(https://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/red-wing-city-
council-votes-to-fire-police-chief-roger-pohlman)

First, let me back up a second. Before talking to Wilson, I was talking
with another person. A person I won't name. This person told me about

Dean Hove demanded - and City Administrator Kay Kuhlmann
executed that demand - that all copies of the report be returned to the
city.

Why? Well, that's complicated, and I suppose I could understand their
reason. Sort of.
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igation report, and Wilson told me he was not able

>ee, 1n tne ume petween Pohlman being put on paid leave on Feb. 8 and
being fired on Feb. 19, Wilson, who was only elected last November, was
hoping to learn all he could about Pohlman's performance. But when he
asked for the complaint and report about which he'd heard rumors, he
was told no. No, Mr. Mayor, you can't see this relevant piece of
information.

Even as I spoke to him, Wilson seemed bemused by this.

"I tried to get that information too,” Wilson said. "I was told by Kay the



city attorney said that information wasn’t available to me."

Freedom of Information

Here's the thine: If vou ask the right neonle. vou'll find what vou need

report basicaily debunks tne compiaint against Foniman, tnen goes on
to praise his honesty and integrity.

Two weeks ago, I sent a request to the city of Red Wing asking for more
information on this subject. Basically, I'm still waiting. Some of the
complaints against Pohlman have to do with his attitude toward city
council members' suggestions about law enforcement and the
timeliness of his responses to their emails.

I'd like to see how the actual emails and the complaints against
Pohlman match up. After all, folks are talking about recalling six
members of the city council, so I'm guessing there's a big contingent of
residents who aren't happy the chief was fired.

I'm still digging for information, because people want answers, and the
only way I can find them is to know a lot of information.

Regional Reporter Brian Todd covers Goodhue, Wabasha, Winona and
Houston counties along with some cities in Olmsted County. In the
After Deadline column every Thursday, he shares behind-the-scenes
tales from the newsroom.

EMBED: PB newsletters signup banner link

RELATED TOPICS: PEOPLE

By Brian Todd

Brian Todd is the news editor at the Post Bulletin. When not at work, he spends time with his
family, roots for the Houston Astros and watches his miniature dachshund sleep, which is
why that dog is more bratwurst than hotdog. Readers can reach Brian at 507-285-7715 or
btodd@postbulletin.com.
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George Hintz, who started the recall effort with a call to action during
the public comment period of a city council meeting in February, said
yard signs have been bought, a bank account has been opened and the
committee is ready to collect signatures for a petition, which the group
hopes to turn over to the city within a few weeks.

"Talk to friends,” Hintz advised those in attendance Tuesday ¢
Ask them to come to the next general
meeting."

Hintz, former Red Wing City Council Member Peggy Rehder and Tom
Wilder led the discussion about the recall steps taken so far and those
that are planned.

liscusses the recall City Hall m...

Former Red Wing School Board member Janie Farrar discusses the gras...

The recall effort began as a response to the city council's 6-1 vote on
Feb. 19 to fire then-Red Wing Police Chief Roger Pohlman. While
Pohlman has moved onto a new job as chief of police in Lakefield,
Minn., the city he's left behind is still asking how the city council can
justify firing him.

Former Goodhue County vho ran and lost
against City Council President Becky Norton in 2018, said Pohlman was
the right man for the job.

"I couldn't think of anybody better to be chief of police in Red Wing



than Roger Pohlman," Seifert said. "When the City Council fired him,
well, they're going in the wrong direction.”

MORE READING: Group looks into recalling 6 Red Wing City Council
members(https://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/group-looks-into-
recalling-6-red-wing-city-council-members)

But Seifert said there are other concerns that show the council needs to
be replaced before it does more harm. He cited the "bridge to nowhere"
pedestrian bridge near Old Main Street and said the council is trying to
mirror recent moves by the Minneapolis City Council.

"They have an agenda, and I don't think it's an agenda that works well
in Red Wing," Seifert said.

Rehder said the next step in the recall effort is to write up 250-word

Violations of the state's open meeting law, she said, is just one of the
counts of malfeasance that works against the City Council members.

Other members of the audience said that firing Pohlman puts the city at
risk since his job is now being done by a captain who still performs his
own duties along with the chief's duties. Others complained that the
whole process was done in secret without any input from the public.

During the meeting Tuesday there were several calls to action and
requests for volunteers. For example, Rehder said the committee will
likely need to raise funds for legal battles if the city or individual

tehder asked for a
volunteer to lead fundraising efforts for the committee.

"One of my big concerns is this is going to be pretty expensive,” Rehder
said. "We will be challenged by these council members in court."

Others suggested more grassroots efforts such as getting individuals to



commit to showing up for city council meetings and talking about the
recall movement during public comment periods, and writing letters to
the editor to outline why the group wants to recall the six council
members.

According to the Red Wing City Charter, there are several steps to the
recall process. The first is for at least five registered voters from the
ward (or whole city for at-large candidates) to bring a petition
containing a 250-word statement of the grounds for removal to the city.

Once that petition is approved, the group has 30 days to collect
signatures of 20 percent of registered voters from the last election in
the ward (or whole city for at-large candidates) to force the recall of a
specific candidate.

If the second petition and signatures are valid, the city would set a
recall election between 45 and 60 days from that point.

Despite the hurdles, Wilder said he's ready, and from the phone calls he
receives, he believes residents of Red Wing want this recall to happen.

"City Hall isn't concerned, City Hall doesn't think it's real,” Wilder said.
"But I get phone calls every day asking what this group has done."

RELATED TOPICS: GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

By Brian Todd

Brian Todd is the news editor at the Post Bulletin. When not at work, he spends time with his
family, roots for the Houston Astros and watches his miniature dachshund sleep, which is
why that dog is more bratwurst than hotdog. Readers can reach Brian at 507-285-7715 or
btodd@postbulletin.com.

¥ Twitter 0 Facebook






—> VOTE JASON SNYDER <«
WARD 3 RED WING CITY COUNCIL

"I know he will
serve the people
with integrity,
sincerity, and
with humility."

| am contacting former neighbors and friends of Ward 3 to strongly urge
you to vote for Jason Snyder for Red Wing City Council. He has no...

Jason Snyder for Red Wing City Council Follow
- Ward 3

October 27 at 4:57 PM - Q
Overview Comments

| am contacting former neighbors and friends of Ward 3 to strongly
urge you to vote for Jason Snyder for Red Wing City Council.

He has no agenda other than representing the voice of the people he
serves.

I know he will serve the people with humility, sincerity, and integrity.

He's fiscally responsible and will ensure the City of Red Wing is a safe
and affordable community for all community members.

If you want honest and responsible representation in Ward 3, vote for
Jason Snyder.

Roger D. Pohiman
#jasonsnyder #redwingmn #citycouncil
See less

Be the first to leave a comment.



https://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/recall-committee-loses-another-round-at-red-wing-city-
council-meeting

Recall committee loses another round at Red Wing city council
meeting

City council votes for a second time not to hold a special recall election, but recall leaders
say the fight will go to court.

A group of people wait outside Red Wing City Hall Monday, June 14, 2021, to show their support for city council
members who potentially face recall. The Red Wing City Council voted 6-1 not to set a recall election. (Brian
Todd/btodd@postbulletin.com)

By Brian Todd
June 15, 2021 06:02 AM

RED WING — Echoing its actions from May 24, the Red Wing City Council again voted
Monday night against holding a special recall election for members of the city council.

On a 6-1 vote, with Council Member Kim Beise voting against the motion, the city council voted
to decline setting an election for the recall of council members Erin Buss and Evan Brown.

The vote was preceded by more than a dozen people speaking either for or against the recall.
Most individuals against the recall stood up to express their appreciation for the work done by
the city council and the elected members of the body. They also talked about how the recall
effort was working as a way to cancel their votes which elected those members.

Catherine Friend, who said she was disappointed the recall effort continues, said, "Because a
group of residents did not like the results of the city council election, it seems they’re trying to
overturn the results by spreading disinformation by making false claims and by (convicing
others) to sign the petitions."

Another opponent of the recall, Terese Bjornstad, called out Mayor Mike Wilson for "fanning
division" in a recent story in the Red Wing newspaper. Bjornstad said she hoped Wilson would


https://www.postbulletin.com/brian-todd

stand up to the recall committee and use his platform to encourage the recall committee to end its
efforts.

Stacy Devries said the recall was taking up too much time and energy from the city council and
city staff, which could be better spending its time helping people who are suffering in Red Wing.

A group Red Wing residents, may part of the Recall City Hall committee, wait for the Red Wing City Council
meeting to begin Monday, June 14, 2021. The Red Wing City Council voted 6-1 not to set a recall election. (Brian
Todd/btodd@postbulletin.com)

On the other side, Angela McGuire said she had voted for Evan Brown, but later found it
"heartbreaking to hear about the removal of Chief Pohlman."

McGuire chastised the city council for firing a police chief who had a good "reputation across
the county and across the state,” adding that the process of Pohlman's firing included a "lot of
closed doors and secret meetings.”

Jason Snyder also commented on a lack of transparency regarding Pohlman's firing, saying the

council has never explained what Pohlman did or what rules set down by the city council he
broke that warranted firing.

ARed Wing resident speaks about the recall effort during the Red Wing City Council meeting Monday, June 14,
2021, in Red Wing. (Brian Todd/btodd@postbulletin.com)



"Look what you’ve done to this community," Snyder said. "All you had to do was hold the
meeting in public."

Recall City Hall committee leader George Hintz told the city council that voting not to hold an
election would eventually end in litigation against the city.

).

/5

George Hintz

"This will be a legal battle that we will fight and win in the courts,” Hintz said.

What happened? The Red Wing City Council voted 6-1 against setting a date for a special
recall election for council members Evan Brown and Erin Buss. The city council held an
identical vote May 24, deciding not to hold a special recall election for council members Andy
Klitzke, Laurel Stinson and Becky Norton.

Why does this matter? The Recall City Hall committee has collected enough valid signatures to
recall five of the seven city council members in Red Wing. However, the city holds the position
that the justification for the recall does not meet the state's legal standard of malfeasance or
nonfeasance.

What's next? The recall committee is waiting on the results of efforts to recall Council Member
Dean Hove. Once a determination is made on Hove, the committee will likely take its case for a
recall to court.
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itemized Contributions for Janie Farrar

Date Name Address Employer Amount
6/13/22 William/Janie Farrar 2663 Ridge View Court, Red Wing, MN 55066 Mayo Clinic $200.00
7/12 William/Janie Farrar same sa
7/12 same same 53







Itemized Contributions for Janie Farrar

Date Name Address Employer
6/13/22 William/Janie Farrar 2663 Ridge View Court, Red Wing, MN 55066 Mayo Clinic
7/12 Willlam/Janie Farrar same same
7/12 same same same
7/27 Barb Haley/Timothy Haley 30921 Lakeview Ave, Red Wing, MN 55066 State of MN, Retired

| Amount |







Itemized In Kind Cc-tributions for Janie M. Farrar
July 30, 2022 — October 27,2022

Date Name Address Employer |  Amount
8/26/22 | William/Janie Farrar 2663 Ridge View Court Mayo Clinic, T
Red Wing MN 55066 contract employee signs
10/17/22 | Jennifer Hosfeld 2656 Oak Grove Court Think Bank $150.00
Red Wing MN 55066 B
10/17/22 | William/Janie Farrar 2663 Ridge View Court Mayo Clinic,

Red Wing MN 55066

contract employee

Smart Press
















CONTRIBUTIONS FROM A SINGLE SOURCE GREATER THAN $100 DURING REPORTING PERIOD

Date ~ |Donor Name [ Amount  |Employer |Address

9/7/22 Tom & Jane Drazkowski 150.00 CNC Machine Tools 901 Central Ave, Red Wing
9/18/22 Cynthia Bauer 200.00 Knight Barry Title Group 2976 Rivers Ridge Dr, Red Wing

5 B &

9/18/22 Fred Plaas 300.0C PO BOX 11, Red Wing
9/18/22 John & Sue Guerber 200.0¢ 4736 Big Sky Ct, Red Wing
8/19/22 Ron Goggin 300.0( 4263 Hickory St, Red Wing

CONTRIBUTIONS GREATER THAN $100 $1,150.00

IN-KIND DONATIONS FROM A SINGLE SOURCE GREATER THAN $100 DURING REPORTING PERIOD

Date 1Vendor Name | Amount  |Donated From !

Parade candy 107.27 Ron Goggin

T-shirts 80.00 Ron Goggin

Plates and napkins 15.33 Ron Goggin

8/5/22 Website hosting 16.89 Ron Goggin
9/24/22 Website hosting 16.99 Ron Goggin
10/24/22 Website hosting 16.98 Ron Goggin

P YO N TP

IN-KIND DONATIONS GREATER THAN $100 $ 253.57

DISBURSEMENTS DURING REPORTING PERIOD

Date |Vendor Name | Amount  [Description |

7/126/22 ANCHOR PROMOTIONS $1.710.19 Campaign signs
8/9/22 BEAU BREWER DESIGN $ 163.85 Door hangers

8/31/22 BEAU BREWER DESIGN $ 163.86 Doorhangers

9/20/22 BEAU BREWER DESIGN $ 148.26 Doorhangers

9/20/22 MENARDS $§ 63.27 Rebar for sign posts
9/20/22 BEAU BREWER DESIGN $ 148.26 Door hangers
10/1/22 MENARDS $ 48.25 Rebar for sign posts

10/6/22 ANCHOR PROMOTIONS $1,421.63 Campaign signs
10/11/22 BEAU BREWER DESIGN $ 129.71 Doorhangers
10/19/22 BEAU BREWER DESIGN $ 129.71 Doorhangers

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $4,126.99

10/29/22
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Campaign Expenses As of 7/29/2022

Expenditure

City of Red Wing

Cross & Oberlie {Politicallawnsigns.c

Godaddy {website domain)

Print Place

Envelapes

Postage

Postage

KWNG Radio 7/22/2022

Purpose

filing Fee

Lawn Signs (100}

Website (www.donaldkliewer.com}
Daoor Hangers {1000}

Envelopes (1000}

Postage

Postage

Radio Messaging

$600.00

Check
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Campaign Expenses

Expenditure

City of Red Wing

Cross & Oberlie {Politicallawnsigns.com)
Godaddy (website domain)

Print Place

Envelopes

Postage

Postage

As of 8/12/2022

Date

5/27/2022
6/28/2022
6/15/2022
6/23/2022
7/11/2022
7/15/2022
7/19/2022

Purpose

Filing Fee

Lawn Signs {100)

Website (www.donaldkliewer.com)
Door Hangers {1000)

Envelopes (1000}

Postage

Postage

Cost

$5.00 {loan}
$549.86 ({ioan)
$40.34  {loan)
$158.52 {loan)
$57.88 ({loan)
§232.00
$180.00 ({loan)

$2,067.43

How paid

Cash

Kliewer Credit Card
Kliewer Credit Card
Kliewer Credit Card
Kiiewer Credit Card
{In kind)

Kliewer Credit Card




Campaign Contributions for August 9th Special Election for Candidate Donald Kliewer As of 8/12/2022

Contributor Address City State Zip Date Amount
Daonald Kliewer 1851 Woodland Drive Red Wing MIN 55066 7/8/2022 $806.60 {loan)
Al Quarnstrom 6211 Westwood Hills Drive Welch MN 55089 6/28/2022 $600.00
Paul Cardinal P.0O. Box 321 Red Wing MN 55066 7/17/2022 $200.00
Donald Falk 1725 W 4th St. Red Wing MN 55066 7/8/2022 $100.00
Tomn Drazkoski 901 Central Avenue Red Wing MN 55066 7/12/2022 $232.00 in kind { stamps }
Cash $20.00
Cash $50.00

Total $2,008.60
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