
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
P H O N E  6 5 1 - 2 9 6 - 0 4 0 6  •  T O L L  F R E E  1 - 8 0 0 - 6 5 7 - 3 7 8 2  •  F A X  6 5 1 - 2 9 7 - 7 0 7 3   
1 2 1  7 T H  P L A C E  E A S T  •  S U I T E  3 5 0  •  S A I N T  P A U L ,  M I N N E S O T A  5 5 1 0 1 - 2 1 4 7  

M N . G O V / P U C  

 
________________________________
Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 

NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
Issued: May 13, 2022 

 
In the Matter of the Application of Freeborn Wind Energy LLC for a Large Wind Energy 
Conversion System Site Permit for the 84 MW Freeborn Wind Farm in Freeborn County 
 
PUC Docket Number: IP-6946/WS-17-410 
 
Comment Period: Initial comment period closes May 27, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. 
 Reply comment period closes June 3, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. 
 Supplemental comment period closes June 10, 2022, at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not be considered by 
the Commission. 
 
Topics for Comment: 
 
 What if any actions should the Commission take concerning the February 1, 2022 Post-

Construction Noise Monitoring Study for the Freeborn Wind Project and the May 2, 
2022 Compliance Review by the Department of Commerce? 

 
Background: On February 1, 2022, Xcel Energy filed the Post Construction Noise Monitoring 
Study for the Freeborn Wind Project pursuant to the conditions of the site permit.1 On May 2, 
2022, the Department of Commerce Energy Environmental Review and Analysis unit (EERA) 
filed its review of the study.2 EERA concluded that there were no exceedances of the Minnesota 
state noise standard and no violation of relevant permit conditions. EERA recommended that 
the three turbines (T-11, T-13, and T-14) temporarily curtailed during compliance review 
resume full operation. Xcel Energy resumed full turbine operation on May 3, 2022. 
 
  

 
1 Xcel Energy. Post-Construction Noise Monitoring Study. February 1, 2022 (Document IDs 20222-
182341-02 and 20222-182341-03). 
2 Department of Commerce Energy Environmental Review and Analysis. Post-Construction Noise 
Monitoring Compliance Review. May 2, 2022 (Document ID 20225-185479-01). 

http://mn.gov/puc
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/ShowFile.do?DocNumber=20222-182341-02
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/ShowFile.do?DocNumber=20222-182341-02
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/ShowFile.do?DocNumber=20222-182341-03
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/ShowFile.do?DocNumber=20225-185479-01
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Comments may be submitted: 
 
Online: https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments/ 
eDockets: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling 
Email:  publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us 
U.S. Mail: Public Advisor – Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
  St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Important. Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, 
except in limited circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. 
The Commission does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submissions. 
 
Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies 
are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All 
parties, participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling: mn.gov/puc, select 
eDockets and follow the prompts. 
 
Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the Commission’s website at: 
mn.gov/puc, select eDockets, enter the year (17) and the docket number (410), and select 
Search. 
 
Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this 
matter visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling, select Subscribe to Dockets and follow 
the prompts. 
 
Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission 
staff, Mike Kaluzniak at mike.kaluzniak@state.mn.us or 651-201-2257. 
 
To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 
(voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance. 

https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments/
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Chrishna Beard, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached list 
by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same 
enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Docket Number IP6946/WS-17-410 
Dated this 13th day of May, 2022 
 
 
 
/s/ Chrishna Beard 
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