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July 1, 2021 

 
Via Electronic Filing 
 
Mr. Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Re: Great River Energy and Nexus Line, LLC's Joint Request for Partial Transfer of 

Legacy Construction Permit, Docket No. ET2/TL-21-434. 

Dear Mr. Seuffert: 

Pursuant to Minn. R. 7850.5000, Great River Energy, on behalf of itself and Nexus Line, LLC 
("Nexus") (collectively, the "Applicants"), respectfully submits this Request for Partial Transfer of 
the Construction Permit issued by the Minnesota Environmental Quality Council in Docket No. CU-
TR-1 on June 3, 1976.  The Construction Permit serves as the legacy "Route Permit" for Great River 
Energy's 400 kV HVDC high voltage transmission line; HVDC Converter Station; and associated 
HVDC facilities located in west central Minnesota (collectively referred to herein as the "HVDC 
System").1  The HVDC System extends from the North Dakota border in Traverse County to the 345 
kV Dickinson Substation in Rockford Township, Wright County, Minnesota, and serve as generator 
interconnection facilities.    

The Applicants seek a "partial" transfer of the Construction Permit because, after the planned 
sale of the HVDC System, Great River Energy will retain ownership of the AC transmission facilities 
subject to the Permit, including the double-circuit 345 kV HVTL, more commonly referred to as the 
CDX line, from the Dickinson Substation to the existing Coon Creek Substation site in Coon Rapids, 
Anoka County; the Dickinson Substation; and associated facilities (collectively referred to herein as 
the "GRE Retained Facilities").  Appended as Attachments B and C are illustrative diagrams showing 
the delineation between the HVDC System and the GRE Retained Facilities.2 

                                                             
1 A copy of the Construction Permit is appended hereto as Attachment A. 
 
2 Attachment B provides the general route of the HVDC System and the GRE Retained Facilities.  Attachment C provides 
a more detailed illustrative of the delineation of ownership between the HVDC System and the GRE Retained (AC) 
Facilities at the Dickinson Substation in Minnesota. In accordance with Minnesota Rules, part 7829.0500 and Minnesota 
Statutes Chapter 13, Great River Energy has designated Attachment C as NONPUBLIC DATA – NOT FOR PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURE because it contains security information, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 13.37, subd. 1(a) which, if made 
public, could substantially jeopardize the security of Great River Energy’s facilities against theft, tampering, improper 
use, attempted illegal disclosure, trespass, or physical injury.  There is substantial threat that providing this information 
publicly could put these facilities, and the surrounding environments, at risk of tampering, trespass or physical injury from 
individuals intent on doing harm to the facilities.  Great River Energy believes this information would be properly 
classified as critical energy infrastructure and protected under federal law if it were provided to federal agencies.   
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Great River Energy has entered into an Asset Purchase Agreement ("APA") pursuant to 
which Great River Energy will sell (1) Coal Creek Station3 to Rainbow Energy Center, LLC 
("REC"); and (2) the HVDC System to Nexus, upon receiving regulatory approval for the purchase 
from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ("FERC") and satisfying other conditions 
precedent set forth in the APA (the "Transaction").  Great River Energy and Nexus have also agreed 
to the terms of a long-term Operations and Maintenance ("O&M") Agreement that will be executed 
and become effective as of the closing of the Transaction. Under the terms of the O&M Agreement, 
Great River Energy will continue to operate and maintain the HVDC System on behalf of Nexus.   
In its role as the operations and maintenance provider, Great River Energy will continue to be 
obligated to comply with the terms of the Construction Permit and meet reliability standards 
promulgated by the North American Electric Reliability Council ("NERC") applicable to 
transmission operators and planners.  Great River Energy plans to use the same technicians, 
engineers and crews that operate the HVDC System today to continue to do so under the O&M 
Agreement.  This will provide continuity not only for the workforce, but also for landowners and 
the neighboring communities.   

As demonstrated in this filing and the attached affidavits, Nexus has confirmed that it "will 
comply with the conditions of the permit" as required by Minn. R. 7850.5000.  Great River Energy, 
of course, will also continue to comply with the Construction Permit as applicable to the GRE 
Retained Facilities and in its role as the O&M provider for the HVDC System.  Applicants 
respectfully request that the Commission issue an order approving the Partial Transfer by 
September 1, 2021.   

I. 
DESCRIPTION OF GRE AND NEXUS 

 
Great River Energy is a generation and transmission cooperative corporation organized 

under the laws of the state of Minnesota that supplies all, or a share of, the electric requirements for 
twenty-eight (28) member distribution cooperatives in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Great River 
Energy owns or contracts for more than 2,800 MW of generating capacity and 4,800 miles of 
transmission facilities in Minnesota, North Dakota and Wisconsin.   

 
Nexus is a special purpose entity that was formed to acquire and own the HVDC System.  

Nexus is owned by REMC Assets, LP, a North Dakota limited partnership, which is in turn owned 
by REMC Group, LLC, a North Dakota limited liability company.  Nexus is an affiliate of Rainbow 
Energy Marketing Corp, a North Dakota-based asset management and energy trading company with 
more than 25 years of experience in the electricity, natural gas, crude oil and refined product 
markets.  As part of its asset management services, Rainbow Energy Market Corp focuses on load 
forecasting, market analysis, system optimization, wholesale market transaction management, 
transmission congestion management, fuel supply and management, market settlement services, 
and carbon credit trading.  As described above, Nexus and GRE entered into a long-term O&M 

                                                             
3 Coal Creek Station is a 1,151 MW coal-fired generation facility located in Underwood, North Dakota.  As part of 
CCS' development, a +/-400 kV 436-mile HVDC line was constructed in the mid-1970's to deliver the output of the 
Plant to GRE load in Minnesota.  For over 40 years, the output of the Plant has been delivered to the Dickinson 
Substation in Minnesota which is the end of the HVDC line.  In that respect, the HVDC System functions as generator 
interconnection facilities.  
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Agreement to ensure consistent and experienced operation and maintenance of the HVDC System 
following its transfer to Nexus.    

II. 
COMMUNICATIONS  

 
 The Applicants respectfully request that the following persons be placed on the 
Commission’s official service list for this docket: 

For Great River Energy: 
 
Dan Lesher, SR/WA 
Transmission Permitting & Land Rights 
Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5975 
dlesher@grenergy.com 

 
 
Brian M. Meloy 
Stinson LLP  
50 S. 6th Street, Suite 2600 
Minneapolis, MN 
612-335-1500 
brian.meloy@stinson.com 

For Nexus: 
 
Christina K. Brusven 
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 
200 South Sixth Street, Suite 4000 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-1425 
612-492-7412 
cbrusven@fredlaw.com 

 
 
 

 
III. 

BACKGROUND 
 

In 1975, Great River Energy's predecessor entities Cooperative Power Association ("CPA") 
and United Power Association ("UPA") filed applications for approval to construct and operate the 
HVDC System4 under the applicable provisions of Minnesota Law, including the Minnesota Power 
Plant Siting Act.5  

                                                             
4  Application for a Corridor Designation (CU-TC-1) (April 8, 1975) before the Minnesota Environmental Quality 
Council ("MEQC"); Application for Certificate of Need (Oct. 6, 1975) before the Minnesota Energy Agency ("MEA"); 
Application for Corridor Designation (CU-TC-2) (Nov. 10, 1975) before the MEQC; Application for Route 
Designation and a Construction Permit (CU-TC-1) (Nov. 20, 1975) before the MEQC. 
 
5 The Minnesota Power Plant Siting Act ("the Act") was passed by the Minnesota legislature in 1973.  1973 Minn. 
Laws Chap. 591, Sec. 1; Minn. Stat. § 116C.51 (1973).  As part of the Act, the MEQC was given authority over power 
plant siting and transmission line route selection in the state.  Id.  In 2005, authority under the Act was transferred from 
the MEQC to the PUC.  See 2005 Minn. Laws Chap. 97, Article 3, Sec. 1, 2.  Subsequently, the Act provisions found 
in Minn. Stat. Ch. 116C were renumbered and incorporated into Minn. Stat. Chapter 216E. 
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On October 3, 1975, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 116C.57 (1974), the Minnesota 
Environmental Quality Council ("MEQC")6 granted a Certificate of Corridor Compatibility to CPA 
and UPA identifying the designated lands encompassing the corridor for construction of the 
Facilities.7  On April 2, 1976, pursuant to 116H.13 (1974), the Minnesota Energy Agency 
("MEA")8 issued a Certificate of Need for the Facilities.9   

On May 5, 1976, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 116D.04 (1974) and Minn. Reg. MEQC 22 
(1974), the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources issued the Final Environmental Impact 
("EIS") Statement for CPA/UPA High Voltage Transmission Lines and Associated Facilities.10  On 
June 3, 1976, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 116C.57 and Minn. Reg. MEQC 73(c)(6), the MEQC issued 
a Construction Permit to CPA and UPA for construction of the Facilities and determined that the 
EIS was adequate.11   

On June 19, 1997, pursuant to its jurisdiction under Minn. R. 4410.4100 (1996), the 
Minnesota Environmental Quality Board ("MEQB") granted a minor alteration to relocate two 345 
kV transmission line segments along Trunk Highway 610 in Brooklyn Park to accommodate 

                                                             
6 The MEQC was established in 1972 for purposes of coordinating Minnesota's environmental efforts and 
administering the Power Plant Siting Act passed in 1973.  See Executive Order 72-25 (Wendell Anderson, April 5, 
1972); 1973 Minn. Laws Chap. 342, Sec. 3; https://lrl.mn.gov/agencies.   In 1975, the MEQC was renamed the 
Minnesota Environmental Quality Board ("MEQB").   1975 Minn. Laws Chap. 271, Sec. 3. 
 
7  In the Matter of the Application by Cooperative Power Association and United Power Association for Corridor 
Designation for a High Voltage Transmission Line and Associated Facilities, MEQC Docket No. CU-TC-1.  By its 
terms the Certificate was only effective until October 4, 1977.    
 
8 The Minnesota Energy Agency (MEA) was established in 1974 for purposes of establishing procedures and guidelines 
to be used in developing a plan for the management of Minnesota's energy future.  Executive Order 74-74 (Wendel 
Anderson, Jan. 2, 1974); 1974 Minn. Laws Chap. 307, Sec. 1.  The MEA was given authority to review the need for 
power lines.  Id.   In 1981, the duties and functions of MEA were transferred to the Minnesota Department of Energy, 
Planning and Development (which became the Department of Energy and Economic Development in 1983).  See 
Minnesota Legislative Reference Library at https://lrl.mn.gov/agencies.  Also in 1983, authority over review of need 
for large energy facilities was transferred from the Department of Energy and Economic Development to the PUC.  
1983 Minn. Laws Chap. 289, Sec. 46.  Ultimately, the remaining duties and responsibilities of MEA became part of 
predecessor agencies of the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development ("DEED") which was 
established in 2003.  2003 Minn. Laws 1st Sp. Sess. Chap. 4. 
 
9  In the Matter of the Application of Cooperative Power Association and United Association for a Certificate of Need 
for a Large High Voltage Transmission Line and Associated Facilities. 
 
10  Final Environmental Impact Statement, CPA/UPA High Voltage Transmission Lines and Associated Facilities 
(May 6, 1976), MEQC Docket No. CU-TR-1. 
 
11 In the Matter of the Application by Cooperative Power Association and United Power Association for a Construction 
Permit for a High Voltage Transmission Line and Associated Facilities ("CP/UPA HVTL Application"), MEQC Docket 
No. CU-TR-1. 
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planned highway construction including 0.7 mile section at the intersection of Trunk Highways 610 
and 169 and 0.5 mile section at the intersection of Trunk Highway 610 and Broadway Avenue.12   

On January 1, 1999, CPA and UPA merged to form GRE and GRE assumed the rights and 
obligations under the permit as CPA and UPA's successor in interest.  On November 15, 2001, 
pursuant to its jurisdiction under Minn. R. 4410.4100 (2000), the MEQB granted GRE's request for 
a minor alteration to Construction Permit and allowed an increase in the DC line nominal operating 
voltage from 400 kV to 410 kV.13   

IV. 
REQUEST FOR PARTIAL TRANSFER  

OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT 
 

In light of the permitting history by the MEQC, MEQB and MEA and recognizing the 
transfer of authority to the Commission under the Act, the Applicants hereby make this Partial 
Permit Transfer Request to the Commission.14  In particular, pursuant to Minn. R. 7850.5000 and 
as further detailed herein, Great River Energy as Permittee for the HVDC System requests approval 
of a partial transfer the Construction Permit applicable to the HVDC System to Nexus and requests 
that the Commission issue an Order finding that the Construction Permit as issued applies to Nexus 
as owner of the HVDC System and Great River Energy with respect to the GRE Retained Facilities.  
Such an Order would appropriately recognize that each of the conditions set forth in the 
Construction Permit apply to both the HVDC System and the GRE Retained Facilities, with one 
minor exception.   

Section 2.4 of the Construction Permit provides that "the converter station shall be designed 
and operated in such a manner that the audible noise at the perimeter of the CU property shall not 
exceed 50 dB(A)."  As shown in Attachment C, the current site of the "CU property" encompasses 
the HVDC converter station, which will be owned by Nexus, and the adjacent Dickinson Substation 
– a GRE Retained Facility.   Therefore, Section 2.4 should continue to apply to the perimeter of the 
entire site, whether owned by Great River Energy or Nexus, and not artificial boundaries created 
by the bifurcation of the Permit.        

Finally, in support of this request, in Attachment D, GRE provides Affidavits of Ms. Priti 
Patel, Great River Energy's Vice President & Chief Transmission Officer, as Permittee and Stacy 
Tschider, Nexus Line's President, as Transferee.  The Affidavits confirm that (i) Nexus can and will 
comply with the terms and conditions of the Construction Permit with respect to the HVDC System; 

                                                             
12  In the Matter of the Application by United Power Association for a Minor Route Alteration to MEQB Construction 
Permit CU-TR-1, Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Order Granting Minor Route Alteration (June 19, 1997), MEQB 
Docket No. CU-TR-1. 
 
13  In the Matter of the Application by Great River Energy for a Minor Alteration to MEQB Construction Permit CU-
TR-1 to Allow a dc Voltage Increase, EQB Docket # 01-31-GRE. 
 
14 Under Minn. Stat. § 15.039, Subd. 2 (2020), the new agency is a continuation of the former agency as to those 
matters within the jurisdiction of the former agency that are transferred. 
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and (ii) Great River Energy will continue to operate and maintain the HVDC System in accordance 
with the terms and conditions of Construction Permit.   

V. 
CONCLUSION 

 
Applicants respectfully request that the Commission issue an order approving the Partial 

Transfer by September 1, 2021 to align with other regulatory and commercial milestone related to 
the APA.  

Thank you for your attention to this request.  Please contact me at (763) 445-5975 should 
you have any questions regarding this filing. 

 

Dated: July 1, 2021      Respectfully submitted, 

        /s/ Dan Lesher    
        Dan Lesher, SR/WA 

Transmission Permitting & Land 
Rights 
Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5975 
dlesher@grenergy.com 
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT 
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ATTACHMENT B 

ROUTE MAP DIAGRAM 
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ATTACHMENT C 
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JOINT REQUEST FOR  
PARTIAL TRANSFER OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT 

AFFIDAVIT OF STACY TSCHIDER 

Stacy Tschider, under oath, states: 

1. I am an officer of Nexus Line, LLC ("Nexus"), a North Dakota limited liability company,
which is a special purpose entity that was formed to acquire and own the HVDC System.  My
business address is 919 South 7th Street, Suite 405, Bismarck, ND 58504. My title is President.

2. I have more than 25 years of experience in energy asset management and trading, focusing
on the energy markets and infrastructure across all regions in the United States, Canada and Mexico.

3. I am submitting this Affidavit in support of Great River Energy and Nexus's Joint Request
for Partial Transfer of the Construction Permit issued in part for the HVDC System identified
therein, which was originally approved by the Minnesota Environmental Quality Council on June
3, 1976 in Docket No. CU-TR-1.

4. I have reviewed all of the terms and conditions of the Construction Permit.

5. Nexus Line agrees to abide by all of the terms and conditions of the Construction Permit
and stands ready, willing and able to perform the obligations stated therein.

6. Nexus has agreed to enter into a long-term Operations and Maintenance ("O&M")
Agreement pursuant to which Great River Energy will continue to operate and maintain the HVDC
System on behalf of Nexus.   Under the terms of the O&M Agreement, Great River Energy will
continue to be obligated to comply with the terms of the Construction Permit and meet reliability
standards promulgated by the North American Electric Reliability Council applicable to
transmission operators and planners as it relates to operation of the HVDC System.

7. I have authority to bind Nexus Line in the commitments made in this Affidavit.
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JOINT REQUEST FOR  
PARTIAL TRANSFER OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT 

AFFIDAVIT OF PRITI PATEL 

Priti Patel, under oath, states: 

1. I am employed by Great River Energy ("GRE") as its Vice President & Chief Transmission 
Officer.  My business address is 12300 Elm Creek Boulevard, Maple Grove, Minnesota 
55369-4718.

2. I have been in my current position at Great River Energy for four years and have more than 
23 years of experience in the electric industry.

3. I am submitting this Affidavit in support of Great River Energy's Request for Partial 
Transfer of the Construction Permit issued in part for the HVDC System identified therein, 
which was originally approved by the Minnesota Environmental Quality Council on June 3, 
1976 in Docket No. CU-TR-1.

4. I have reviewed all of the terms and conditions of the Construction Permit.

5. Upon Nexus Line, LLC's acquisition of the HVDC System, I acknowledge that Great 
River Energy will continue to operate and maintain the HVDC System pursuant to an 
Operations and Maintenance Agreement and Great River Energy agrees to abide by all of the 
terms and conditions of the Construction Permit applicable to such facilities as well as the 
facilities that will be retained by Great River Energy.

6. I have authority to bind Great River Energy in the commitments made in this Affidavit.



Dated this / day

.Z'
Subscribed and sworn to before me this •__day

V^AAAAAAAAAAAAAA^AAA^V^^

“ k DANIEL ROBIN LESHER:
JI Notary Public-Minnesota :

My Commission
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