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Federal energy policies throughout

the 1990s increased regionalization

of the electric industry through the

advent of wholesale energy markets

and development of Regional

Transmission Organizations and

Independent System Operators to

facilitate fair and open access to the

transmission grid.  To address the

increased workload of following these

evolving issues, multi-state

organizations of retail utility

regulators called Regional State

Committees (RSC) were formed to

pool the work and increase the influence of the state regulators.

The Organization of MISO States is an RSC that was formed in June of 2003 by the regulators from fourteen Midwestern

states and the province of Manitoba that had member utilities in what was then named the Midwest Independent System

Operator (MISO).  As MISO’s (later changed to Midcontinent Independent System Operator) membership changed, the

makeup of OMS did as well.  In December 2013, OMS welcomed its five newest members from the south to achieve its

current construct when the Entergy Region joined MISO.

OMS History

About
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Click here for more information on OMS leaders

Leadership

Click here for more information about our associate members

Members

OMS Staff

Executive Director

Direct Line:  515-207-3550

Email: marcus@misostates.org

Marcus Hawkins was promoted to Executive Director of the Organization of MISO States effective

January 1, 2019, after serving as Director of Member Services & Advocacy since September 2016.

Marcus Hawkins

About
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Prior to OMS, he was a Senior Engineer in the Division of Regional Energy Markets at the Public

Service Commission of Wisconsin. He has additional power market experience from working as an

Analyst at PA Consulting Group.

Director of Regulatory Affairs

Direct Line:  515-207-3551

Email: ben@misostates.org

Ben Sloan began working with the Organization of MISO States in March 2019. Previously he worked

for the Mississippi Attorney General's Office in the Public Utilities Staff Division. There he followed and

participated in various MISO-related stakeholder forums representing the Mississippi Public Service

Commission.

Ben Sloan

About
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Office Manager

Direct Line: 515-243-0742

Email: colleen@misostates.org

Colleen Dougherty began work with the Organization of MISO States in February, 2014. Previously she

worked as the Co-owner/Publisher of West Willow Publishing Group in Lynchburg, VA. There they

published two quarterly, regional, home and garden resource magazines and worked on other small

marketing projects.

Colleen Dougherty

Office Assistant

Direct Line:  515-243-0742

Email: kim@misostates.org

Kim Odom began work with the Organization of MISO States in September, 2016. Previously she was

with Corporate Image/LBS for over 20 years as a Customer Service Assistant. There she performed a

variety of clerical duties and database management. She provided comprehensive support for staff,

vendors and customers.

Kimberly Odom

Our mission
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The purpose of the OMS is to coordinate regulatory oversight among the states; making recommendations to the

Midcontinent Independent System Transmission Operator (MISO), the MISO Board of Directors, the FERC, other

relevant government entities, and state commissions as appropriate; and intervening in proceedings before the

FERC and in related judicial proceedings to express the positions of the OMS.

Organization of MISO States
699 Walnut St. 4th Floor, Suite 468 Des Moines, IA 50309

515-243-0742
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