
Comment on the Freeborn Wind Project 
 

This is one of several opportunities to weigh in on the Freeborn Wind Project.  This 

time, it is the MN Dept. of Commerce - EERA asking for your thoughts on the 

Application, as they prepare the Draft Site Permit (DSP).  For your comments to 

have weight, they must focus on the Application, what is and isn’t in the 

Application, and what EERA must include in DSP. 
 

 What potential human and environmental impacts of the proposed project 

should be considered in the draft site permit? 

 What are the possible methods to minimize, mitigate, or avoid potential 
impacts of the proposed project? 

 Are there any unique characteristics of the proposed site or the project that 
should be considered? 

 Are there any items missing or mischaracterized in the Site Permit Application? 
 

Link for the full application:  www.legalectric.org/weblog/16290/ 

Some issues raised by Association of Freeborn County Landowners: 

 Wind turbine noise is problem with Bent Tree.  PUC ordered sound studies. But 
they’re not being done!  Monitors were pulled! PUC must consider Bent Tree 
study before making decision on Freeborn Wind. 

 Iowa project plans and impacts should be considered in this docket as it is a 
phased and connected action. 

 Setback for Iowa project, and Freeborn Co. preference, is 1,500 feet. 

 Project and associated transmission land rights acquisition appears to be 
overstated – does project have rights to land sufficient to build project? 

 Alternate turbine locations have not been provided. 

 Timing and methods of bat monitoring are not sufficient to demonstrate bat 
activity during migration season. 

 Can project comply with shadow flicker limit of less than 30 hours annually? 

 Have all eagle nests in area been reported and impacts considered? 

 What is impact on property values and tax payments? 

 Prevention of radio, television and microwave interference, not mitigation 
afterward.  Need independent study BEFOREHAND. 

 Karst areas, unstable bedrock, within footprint must be avoided. 

 Project not consistent, as noted by Dept. of Commerce EERA, for wetland 
setback.  

 

Public Meeting Wednesday, September 20, 2017 
 Explain your concerns in person at the meeting! 

Comments due by Monday, October 9, 2017 
 Send your concerns in writing! 

How to comment?  Turn the page!      
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How to comment to Commerce on 
what should be in draft site permit? 

 

Attend the Commerce - EERA meeting: 
 

September 20, 2017 @ 4 p.m. 
Riverland Community College, Lecture Hall Rm 124 

2200 Riverland Drive, Albert Lea, MN  56007 
 

Comments by mail or email – due by 4:30 October 9, 2017: 
 

Richard Davis         richard.davis@state.mn.us 
MN Dept of Commerce  
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 

 
Or better yet, eFile in PUC’s eDockets system so everyone can 
see and consider your comment – due 4:30 October 9, 2017: 
 

     Register:  https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/ 
Registration is easy and fast. Then follow prompts to eFile! 
 
Upcoming opportunities to speak out to PUC on Site Permit: 
   Public Hearing – January 29th, 2018 in Albert Lea 
   Public Comments – due by February 19, 2018 
 

Remember – be specific and detailed in your comments! Refer 
to document you’re commenting on, and attach copies of 
reports and studies that would help Commerce in its work. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Prepared and paid for by: 

     Legalectric, Inc.  
      Carol Overland, Attorney at Law, MN #254617 
          Energy Consultant—Transmission, Power Plants,  
          Nuclear Waste, Wind          overland@legalectric.org 

     www.legalectric.org 
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