
RedWingAdvisoryPlanningCommission
RegularMeeting

CityHallCouncilChambers
March15, 2016

CommissionersPresent: ChairDaveLewis; CommissionersMarilynMeinke, Deanna
Sheely, ScottSafe, ChristopherNelson, KateEiynck

CommissionersAbsent: CommissionerSamanthaTixCardellandCouncilLiaison
DustinSchulenbergwereabsent.  

OthersPresent: BrianPeterson, PlanningDirector/StaffLiaison; SteveKohn,  
AssistantPlanningDirector; DanMunson, CouncilMember; DanBender, Mayor; Rick
Moskwa, PublicWorksDirector; LynnNardinger, DeputyDirectorPublicWorks – Public
Services; DarrylHeaps, SEHProjectManager; KaneFlett, LabUSACorporation; John
Neville, AmerescoSolar; JohnAndrews, GreenMarkSolar

1. CalltoOrder
ChairLewiscalledthemeetingtoorderat7:00p.m.    

2. PledgeofAllegiance

3. MotiontoExcuseAbsentCommissionMembers
AmotionwasmadebyCommissionerEiynck, secondedbyCommissionerMeinke
andunanimouslycarried, toexcusetheabsenceofCommissionerTixCardell.    

4. ApprovalofAgenda
AmotionwasmadebyCommissionerMeinke, secondedbyCommissionerSheely
andunanimouslycarried, toapprovetheagenda.     

5. PublicCommentPeriod
Noonecameforwardtospeakonmattersnotlistedontheagenda.         

6. ApproveMinutesofFebruary16, 2016, PlanningCommissionMeeting
CommissionerSheelyrequestedaminorcorrection, changingthewordconductive
toconduciveonthelastparagraphofPage9.  Amotionwasmadeby
CommissionerSheely, secondedbyCommissionerNelsonandunanimouslycarried,  
toapprovethemeetingminutesascorrected.      

AtthispointChairLewisreviewedthePublicHearingprocedure.    

7. PublicHearing:  ConditionalUsePermitandMinorSubdivision/FinalPlat
ApprovalrequestbytheCityofRedWingPublicWorksDepartment, 229Tyler
RoadNorth, RedWing, Minnesota, andXcelEnergy, 801EastFifthStreet, Red
Wing, Minnesota, tooperateaPublicWorksMaintenanceShopandYardon
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theeasterlyportionofOutlotAofTylerHillsSecondAddition – Material
StorageandConcrete/AsphaltCrushingOperation
ChairLewisreportedthataPublicHearingonthismatterwasconductedin
February.  TheCityCouncildiscussedtheissueandremandeditbacktothe
PlanningCommissionforfurtherreview.    

PlanningDirectorPetersonprovidedadditionalbackgroundinformationregarding
theCUPapplicationandMinorSubdivisionrequestbytheCityofRedWingand
XcelEnergytooperateaPublicWorksmaintenanceshopandyardontheeasterly
portionofOutlotAofTylerHillsSecondAddition.  Hepointedouttheareaunder
discussiononanaerialphotograph.  Purposesofthefacilitywouldincludematerial
storageandaconcrete/asphaltcrushingoperation.  DirectorPetersonapologizedfor
thefactthattheoriginalPublicHearingnoticeshouldhaveincludedmore
information.  HestatedthatasecondPublicHearingwasscheduledinorderto
provideanadditionalopportunityforpubliccommentonthismatter.  Followingthis
testimony, thePlanningCommissionwilldiscusstherequestanddeterminea
recommendationtobeforwardedtotheCityCouncil.      

DirectorPetersonreviewedtheproposaltorelocateaPublicWorksDepartment
materialstoragesiteandconcrete/asphaltcrushingoperationfromtheUpperHarbor
propertynearBayPointParktoOutlotA. ItisexpectedthattheCitywouldenterinto
aleaseagreementwithXcelEnergyfortheproperty.  Hereviewedthelocationof
thesite, theproposedusesoftheproperty, andtheanticipatedhoursofoperation.   
Hediscussedanareadesignatedforaproposedashrecyclingcenterandclarified
thatthisproposalwillbediscussedduringaseparatePublicHearinglaterinthe
meeting.  Hediscussedtrafficandaccessconsiderations.     

DirectorPetersonprovidedhistoricalandcurrentzoninginformation, statingthat
AgriculturalResidentialzoningdoesallowforPublicWorksmaintenanceand
storageyarduse.  HereviewedamapoftheTylerHillsSecondAdditionandthe
proposedsiteplan.  Hediscussedstormwatermanagementandlandscapeplanning.   
ThebufferbetweentheOutlotApropertyandtheresidentialareawasdiscussed.    

ThelandusesectionoftheComprehensivePlanwasdiscussed.  Theproposeduse
oftheOutlotApropertywouldbeconsideredanInstitutionalActivityCenter.   
DirectorPetersonreportedthattheComprehensivePlanguidestheideathatsome
InstitutionalActivityCenterdevelopmentcouldoccurinthisarea.    

DirectorPetersonreviewedanswerstoquestionsposedbycitizensduringCity
Councildiscussionofthistopic.    
1) TherewasaquestionraisedwithregardtowhetheranEnvironmental

AssessmentWorksheetwillbecompletedfortheproposeddevelopment.     
DirectorPetersonreviewedStateenvironmentalrulesinthisregard.  Hestated
that, althoughthistypeofprojectdoesnotmeetthethresholdforrequiringan
EnvironmentalAssessmentWorksheet, thePlanningCommissionand/orCity
Councilcouldconsiderenvironmentalimpactsduringreviewoftheproposal.   
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CommissionerMeinkeinquiredwhytheprojectdoesnotmeetthisthresholdand
whetherthisisduetothesizeofthelandareaorthenatureoftheactivity.   
DirectorPetersonindicatedthatthisisduetothenatureoftheactivity.          

2) Therewereconcernsraisedaboutleachateormaterialsenteringthewater
tableasaresultofthecrushingoperation.     
ThePublicWorksDepartmentresearchedthisconcern.  Itwasdeterminedthat
thebestmanagementpracticeistoimplementastormwatermanagement
system, similartothatbeingproposedonthisproject.     

3) Therewereconcernsraisedaboutnoisefromthecrushingoperation.  
Theproposalistocrushasphaltandconcreteweekdaysduringdaytimehours.   
Thecrushingoperationwouldtakeplaceinthefallandwouldrequire
approximatelyamonthtoamonthandahalftocomplete.  Theconsultant
workingwiththePublicWorksDepartment, SEH, analyzedthesoundissue.   
Decibelreadingsanddurationwereevaluatedduringthecrushingoperation.  At
1,000feetthehighestdecibelreadinglevelwasestimatedtobe62decibels, and
at2,000feetthiswasestimatedtobe56decibels.  CommissionerEiynckasked
whetherthestudytookintoaccountdecibelreadingswiththeleavesonoroffthe
trees.  DirectorPetersonreportedthatthiswasacursoryanalysisanddidnot
takeintoaccountmufflingofsoundbytreesorothertopographicelements.  The
reportindicatedthatthedecibelreadingswouldactuallybelessthanthose
estimatedbytheanalysis.  DirectorPetersonrevieweddecibelreadingsfor
comparisonpurposes.  Hestatedthatthissoundwouldnotbeofacontinuous
duration.  Hereviewedperformancestandardspertainingtonoise.   
CommissionerSheelyrequestedadditionalinformationrelatedtothesound
range.  DirectorPetersonstatedthattheOldWestMainareaisapproximately
1,200to1,500feetfromthecurrentoperation.  HedeferredtoPublicWorks
personnelwithregardtoquestionspertainingtothedurationandtimingofpast
crushingoperations.     

4) Therewereconcernsraisedaboutdustfromthecrushingoperation.      
DirectorPetersonreportedthattheCityhasbeenoperatingthistypeoffacilityfor
morethanadecadeintheUpperHarborarea.  Noconcernshavebeenraised
withregardtodustissuesresultingfromthecrushingoperationatthecurrent
facility.  Heindicatedhisunderstandingthatthisiswetmaterialanddoesnot
createsignificantdust.   Headdedthatthebestmanagementpracticewouldbe
towetthismaterialdownifdustissuesarise.    

DirectorPetersonreferencedtheFindingsofFactandsuggestedthatadditional
informationbeconsideredasaresultofPublicHearingtestimony.    

Recommendedconditionsofapprovalwerereviewed:  
ApprovalofaleasewithXcelEnergywillberequired.  TheTylerHillsFourth
Additionwillnotberecordeduntiltheleaseagreementisexecuted.  
Theapplicantwillsubmitfinalgrading, erosion, stormwatermanagement,  
road, andutilityplans.  
OutlotAwillbeconsideredanunbuildablelotunlessitisplattedinthefuture.  
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IfthereisdiscontinuanceofusebyPublicWorksformorethanoneyear, any
newusewouldrequireanewConditionalUsePermit.  
Lot1, Block1, ofTylerHillsFourthAdditionwillnotbeusedforcrushing
operationsonweekendsorofficialholidays.  
TheCitywillrequireanewConditionalUsePermitapplicationpriortouseof
Lot2, Block1.      

DirectorPetersonindicatedthattheapplicantcouldprovideadditionalinformation
and/oranswerquestionsrelatedtotheproposal.    

CommissionerSheelyinquiredwithregardtothehistoryofthecurrentoperationas
opposedtotheproposedfutureoperation, includinganydifferencesintimingor
otherchanges.  PublicWorksDirectorMoskwareportedthatthecrushingoperation
hasoccurredforatleastthepast15yearsduringdifferenttimesoftheyear, but
mostlyinthefall.  Heprovidedrationaleformovingthisoperationtotheproposed
siteanddescribedthetypesofmaterialsthatwouldbestoredatthislocation.  He
discussedtheanalysisthatwasperformedbySEH.     

CommissionerSheelyaskedwhetherothermaterials, besidesconstructionproject
debris, wouldbestoredorprocessedatthissite.  DirectorMoskwastatedthat
occasionallyPublicWorkswilltakeinothermaterials, suchascleanconcrete.  He
addedthatthismaterialiscrushedandre-usedonotherprojects, atacostsavings
totheCity.      

CommissionerNelsoninquiredwithregardtothecrushingequipmentandwhether
thisisolderequipment.  DirectorMoskwaclarifiedthatathirdpartybringsinthe
crusherandprocessesthematerials.  Hedescribedthecrushingequipmentthathas
beenutilizedinthepast.  CommissionerNelsonaskedwhethernewerequipment
wouldbeutilizedinthefuture.  DirectorMoskwacommentedthatinhisexperience
thisequipmentisreplacedinfrequently.       

ChairLewisaskedtheSEHconsultanttoprovidecomment.  SEHProjectManager
DarrylHeapsintroducedhimself.  ChairLewisrequestedmoredetailregardingthe
soundanalysis.  Mr. Heapsreportedthatonlyacursoryreviewofsoundversus
distancewasrequestedbytheCityatthispoint.  Soundswererecordedatvarious
distances, andSEHutilizedtheserecordingsinitsanalysis.  Hestatedthatthis
analysisdidnottakeintoaccountattenuationorvariousotherfactors, suchas
atmosphericconditions, differencesinelevation, ortreecoverage. Hereportedthat
theanalysisdidcorrelatewithsomeofthesoundreadingsobtainedbytheCity,  
providingverificationofthisinformation.       

ChairLewisopenedthePublicHearingat7:38p.m.    

TheresaWalsworthstatedthatsheandherhusbandownaplotoflandonCougar
Courtjustsouthoftheproposedfacility.  Shedetailedherexperienceasan
educator.  Shecommentedthatoneofthereasonsforpurchasingthispropertywas
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thefactthatitislocatedinaquietarea.  Shedescribedameasurementfromthe
pointontheoutsideofthefacilitytowheretheyplantobuildahome, calculatedat
justover800feet.  Shecomparedthismeasurementtoasimilarmeasurementfrom
thepresentfacilitytothePotteryBuilding, calculatedatapproximately826feet.  She
providedadefinitionofambientnoiseandutilizedadoublebubblemaptoolto
compareandcontrastthenoiselevelsatthesetwolocations.    

BrianKnappreportedthatheisintheprocessofbuildingahomeat3065Cougar
Court.  Hestatedthathehasworkedinmanufacturingforabout15years.  Hestated
thatoneofthecriticalpartsofhisjobpertainstoemployeehealthandsafety.  He
referencedanOSHAstandardof85decibelsforahearingconservationprogram.   
Hestatedthat, althoughthestudyresultsappeartodemonstratesoundlevelsbelow
thisthreshold, hisemployer, CapitalSafety, requiresanactionplanfornoiselevels
greaterthan70decibelsoveranextendedperiodoftime.  Hecommentedwith
regardtothenumberofyoungfamiliesintheCougarCourtarea.  Heaskedthatthis
informationbetakenintoconsideration.   

GeorgeNoesen, 2895CougarCourt, RedWing, reportedthatheandhiswifebuilta
homeattheendofthecul-de-sacabouttwoyearsago.  Heexpressedconcerns
relatedtoincreasednoiselevels.  Hecommentedwithregardtothecurrentlevelof
noise, includingtrucktrafficandequipmentusedtopushtheasharoundatthe
landfill.    

MegWalch, 1901RedFoxDrive, RedWing, commentedwithregardtothe
responsibilityofthePlanningCommissiontogatherinformationandcompareitto
theComprehensivePlaninordertomakearecommendationtotheCityCouncil.   
Sheexpressedhealthconcernsrelatedtodustbeingreleasedintotheairandcited
researchinthisregard.  Shestatedthatcomparingthecurrentlocationtothe
proposedlocationfailstoaddresstheissuethatcompromisinghealth, the
environment, andthevalueofresidentialareasshouldbeavoided.     

MarkWalsworth, ownerofalotattheendofCougarCourt, presentedthesituation
asacasestudytoillustratethisrequestfromtheperspectiveofafictitiouscompany,  
AcmePavingProducts, comingtotownandpresentinganewfacilityproposal.  He
citedMinnesotaRule7030-0030pertainingtonoisecontrol, whichestablishesa
lowerthresholdfornoiselevels.  HealsocitedRedWingRule100-Lpertainingto
dustcontrol, Division55-100oftheRedWingCityCode, RedWingOrdinance84A,  
andanewdefinitionaddedlastfalltoSection10-040oftheZoningCode.       

AmotionwasmadebyCommissionerSafe, secondedbyCommissionerEiynckand
unanimouslycarried, toclosethePublicHearing.  ChairLewisclosedthePublic
Hearingat7:55p.m.     

CommissionerSheelyrecommendedprovidinganopportunityforDirectorMoskwa
andMr. Heapstorespondtotheconcernsthatwereraised.  DirectorMoskwa
reiteratedthatthenoiselevels, asidentifiedinthereport, meettheCitystandard.   
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HecommentedwithregardtoconstructionnoisethatoccurswithintheCityin
residentialareas.  ChairLewisaskedwhetheranyduststudieshavebeendone.   
DirectorMoskwastatedthatnoduststudieshavebeenconducted.  Headdedthat
thistypeoflanduseisallowedonthispropertyascurrentlyzoned.  Commissioner
Meinkeinquiredwithregardtomitigationofdustandnoisethroughtheuseofsome
typeofcoveredoperation.  DirectorMoskwareportedthatthistypeofoperation
cannotbeperformedinsideabuildingandiscommonlyperformedoutsideinmany
cities.  Hestatedthat, duetothenatureandthesizeofthefootprint, theinstallation
ofacoverwouldbecostprohibitive.  Hereportedthatthecrushingoperationcould
bemovedbehindthepilesofmaterial, creatinganaturalbuffer.   Headdedthatthe
hillsideandtreesalsoprovidenaturalbuffering.    

CommissionerEiynckinquiredwithregardtothetopographyofthearea, specifically
theelevationofOutlotAincomparisontotheCougarCourtresidentialarea.   
Mr. Heapsreportedanelevationchangeofapproximately250feet, withthecrushing
areabeinglower.  DirectorMoskwaaddedthatthecrushingoperationwouldbe
locatedasfartotheeastonthesiteaspossible.     

CommissionerSheelyrequestedclarificationofDirectorMoskwa’sstatementabout
thisbeinganapproveduse.  DirectorPetersonclarifiedthatthisisanapproveduse
withaConditionalUsePermit.  DirectorMoskwaindicatedthatheshouldhave
statedthatthisareaiszonedtoallowthisusewithaConditionalUsePermit.     

CommissionerSheelycommentedthatthisuseisallowedinanARzonewitha
CUP.  SheinquiredwhatzoneswouldallowthisusewithoutaCUPandwhetherthe
Cityhasresearchedothersiteoptions.  DirectorMoskwadescribedchallenges
associatedwithlocatinganewsiteforthisoperation.  Hecommentedthatthe
proposedsiteisdesirableduetoitsproximitytoamajorroadthatisnotaresidential
street.  CommissionerSheelyinquiredwithregardtonextsteps, iftheCUP
applicationisdenied.   DirectorMoskwastatedthatthecurrentsitewouldcontinue
tobeutilizeduntilanewsiteislocated.  DirectorPetersonclarifiedthataPublic
WorksMaintenanceShopandYardisanallowedusewithaCertificateof
ComplianceoranAdministrativePermitinIndustrialDistrictsandCommercial
Districts.  ThisisanallowedusewithaConditionalUsePermitinAgricultural- 
ResidentialDistrictsandMixed-UseCommercialTourismDistricts.     

CommissionerSheelyaskedwhethertherewouldbeanoptiontoaddaconditionof
approvalthatnoiselevelsattheproposedsitewouldnotexceedtheexistingnoise
levelsatthecurrentsite.  DirectorMoskwastatedthattheoperationisnotchanging,  
onlythelocation.  CommissionerSheelycommentedthataddingthisasacondition
ofapprovalwoulddiscourageexpansionoftheoperation.  DirectorMoskwa
indicatedthatthesitewouldonlybelargeenoughtoaccommodatetheCity’sneeds.   
CommissionerEiynckinquiredwhetheritwouldbedetrimentaltolimitthesizeand
scopeoftheproposedoperationtonotexceedtheexistingoperation.  Director
Moskwaindicatedthattheproposedsiteisactuallysmallerthanthecurrentsite.   
CommissionerSheelysuggestedalsoaddingconditionsofapprovaloftheCUP,  
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suchaspositioningoftheequipmentbehindthepilesofmaterialandpotentially
sprayingthematerialwithwater, tohelpmitigatenoiseanddustconcerns.  Director
Moskwacommentedthatthepilesofmaterialwillincreaseanddecreaseovertime
andwillnotexistatthebeginningoftheoperation.  CommissionerEiynck
commentedthatlanguagecouldbecraftedtoreflectthevariablenatureofthis.   
CommissionerNelsonreferencedtheotherrecommendedconditionsofapproval.    

CommissionerSafeinquiredregardingthepossibilityofhaulingthematerialdirectly
toLuhman’sConstruction.  HealsoinquiredwithregardtofutureplansforOutlotA.   
HeexpressedreservationsaboutsupportingtheCUPrequest.  DirectorMoskwa
commentedthatLuhman’swouldnotallowthematerialtobestoredattheirfacility.   
Headdedthattransportingthematerialwouldaddsignificantcostintermsofboth
equipmentandpersonnel.  CommissionerMeinkeinquiredwhethertheproposed
sitecouldbeutilizedformaterialstorage, withthecrushingoperationperformed
elsewhere.  DeputyDirectorofPublicServicesNardingerreportedthat
approximately3,000to4,000yardsofconcreteandasphaltarecrushedannually
andthatatruckcanhaulupto10yards.  Hecommentedthatthiswouldsignificantly
increasehaulingtime, fromthecurrent15-minuteroundtriptoapproximatelyan
hour.  CommissionerEiynckaddedthatthismightactuallyresultinincreasedtruck
trafficandnoise.    

CommissionerEiynckcommentedthatshereviewedtherecordingdocumentswith
regardtotheconservationeasementforOutlotA, whichlimitsresidential
developmentinthearea.  CommissionerMeinkestatedherunderstandingthat
OutlotAhasbeenusedforagriculturalpurposesandaskedaboutfutureplansfor
OutlotA.  DirectorPetersonclarifiedthatXcelEnergyownsOutlotA.  Theproposal
isfortheCitytoleaseLot1andLot2.  ThenewlycreatedOutlotA, iftheproposed
MinorSubdivisionisapproved, willbeownedbyXcelEnergy.  Headdedthatany
futureproposalswouldrequireareviewprocessbytheCity.     

CommissionerSheelyinquiredwhetherinformationreferencingtheamountof
squarefeetreflectsthefootprintofthewholeoperation.  DirectorMoskwaclarified
thatLot1wouldbetheCityoperationandLot2wouldrepresenttheoperationtobe
discussedunderItem #8.  CommissionerSheelyinquiredwhethertheCitycould
approachtheownerofpropertynexttotheSolidWasteCampusaboutapotential
landsale, inordertomovethePublicWorksoperationtothatlocation.  Director
Moskwaindicatedthatthissitehasbeenconsideredbutwouldnotbelargeenough
andwouldhaveotherchallengesassociatedwithit.     

ChairLewisexpressedappreciationforthethoroughdiscussion.   Hesummarized
residentconcernsrelatedtonoiseanddustandcomparedtheproposedsitewiththe
existingsiteintermsofimpact.  HeobservedthattheCityhasconsideredthematter
extensivelyandisattemptingtolocatethefacilityinanareathatmitigatestheissues
asmuchaspossibleandaffectsasfewresidentsaspossible.  Hediscussedthe
challengesandfactorsinvolvedinthisdecision.     
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CommissionerNelsoncommentedwithregardtotheamountofeffortthatwasput
intotheprocess.  CommissionerEiyncksuggestedworkingwithstafftodevelop
conditionsofapprovalthatwouldcapturetheintentandaddresssomeofthe
concerns, ensurethatbestpracticesareutilized, andincorporatelanguagethat
wouldresultinenforceableactionsifnecessary.  Shealsorecommendedadding
conditionsofapprovalthatwouldlimitthesizeandscopeoftheoperation.    

DirectorPetersonreiteratedthatthesizeoftheproposedsiteissmallerthanthatof
thecurrentoperationandquestionedtheneedtolimitthesizeandscopeofthe
operation.  DirectorMoskwacommentedthatitwouldnotbefeasibletoestablisha
sizelimitforthepilesofmaterial.  Headdedthatthesiteislimitedbybothitssize
anditstopography.  DirectorPetersoncommentedthatthesizeoftheoperationin
termsofitsfootprintcouldbeutilizedtolimititsexpansion.  CommissionerSheely
askedaboutopportunitiestocreateadditionalbuffering, suchasplantingtrees, to
helpmitigatedustandnoise.  DirectorMoskwareportedthatthereisalotofrock
underneaththetopsoil, statingthathecouldnotguaranteethattreeswouldgrowin
thisarea.  CommissionerMeinkeinquiredwithregardtotreeremoval.  Director
Moskwaindicatedthattreeswouldberemovedinordertocreateastormwaterpond
andaroadway.  CommissionerMeinkesuggestedthatperhapsthesetreescouldbe
replacedelsewhereontheproperty.  DirectorMoskwacommentedwithregardtothe
agriculturaluseofOutlotA.  DirectorPetersonsuggestedinvestigatingthepossibility
ofplantingtreesonthesouthsideoftheproperty, addingthatthesoilconditions
maylimitthis.        

ChairLewiscommentedwithregardtothePlanningCommission’sresponsibilityto
reviewwhethertheproposalfitswiththeComprehensivePlan.  Commissioner
Eiynckstatedheropinionthattheproposalgenerallyseemstofitwiththe
ComprehensivePlan, asdocumentedintheFindingsofFact.  Sherecommended
thatappropriateconditionsbeappliedtomitigatesomeoftheconcernsthatwere
raisedduringthePublicHearing.  Shestatedthatshecouldsupporta
recommendationtoapprovetheproposal, ifappropriateconditionswereapplied.     

CommissionerMeinkeexpressedappreciationforthecommentthatthePlanning
Commission’sroleistoassurethattheproposalisconsistentwiththe
ComprehensivePlan.  Shestatedthat, althoughshereallydoesnotlikethe
proposal, itdoesseemtofitwiththeComprehensivePlan.  Sheaddedthat, ifthe
proposalisrecommendedforapprovalbythePlanningCommission, itshouldbe
accompaniedbystrongrecommendationstotheCityCouncilwithregardto
considerationoftheconcernsthathavebeenraised.  Shethankedresidentsand
stafffortheirinput.    

CommissionerSheelyreiteratedthatthisareaiszonedAgriculturalResidentialand
thattheproposeduseisonlyallowedwithaCUP, asisthecaseinotherpartsofthe
City.  Shecommentedwithregardtonoiseanddustconcernsthathavebeenraised
alongwithdiscussionofpotentialwaystheseconcernscouldbemanaged.  She
commentedonthevaluableinformationthatwaspresentedduringthePublic
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Hearing.  ShereiteratedthatthejobofthePlanningCommissionistodecide
whethertheproposedusewithaConditionalUsePermitisconsistentwiththe
ComprehensivePlan, statingthatthisappearstobethecase.  Sherecommended
creatinglanguageforCouncilconsiderationrelatedtomonitoringandaddressing
concerns.     

ChairLewissummarizedCommissionercomments, askingwhetherthePlanning
Commissionwouldliketorecommendaconditionofapprovalrelatedtoutilizingbest
practicesatalltimesinregardtodustandnoisemitigation.  CommissionerSheely
indicatedheragreementwiththisrecommendationandsuggestedthatresidents
considerattendingtheCityCouncilmeetingduringwhichtheproposalwillbefurther
discussed.  Sherecommendedprovidingdirectiontostafftoworkonthislanguage
priortotheproposalbeingforwardedforCouncilreview.     

CommissionerEiyncksummarizedtheseissuesas1) limitingthesizeandscope,  
2) mitigatingnoiseconcerns, and3) perhapsaddinganadditionalvegetativebuffer.     

AmotionwasmadebyCommissionerEiynck, secondedbyCommissionerNelson,  
toacceptthestaffrecommendationandrecommendapprovaloftheConditionalUse
PermitandMinorSubdivision/FinalPlatrequest, subjecttoconditions #1through #7,  
aswellastheadditionofconditionsasdiscussed, including #8, limitingthesizeand
scopeoftheoperationtosimilartothatoftheexistingoperation, #9, thatbest
managementpracticesbemaintained, withthelocationofthecrushingequipment
specificallybehindanymaterialbufferthatmightbecomeavailable, and #10, the
additionofavegetativescreen/bufferifpossible.  Avotewastaken, andthemotion
passedbyavoteof5:1, withCommissionerSafevotingnay.      

8. PublicHearing:  ConditionalUsePermit (CUP) requestbytheCityofRedWing
PublicWorksDepartment, 229TylerRoad, RedWing, Minnesota, andXcel
Energy, 801EastFifthStreet, RedWing, Minnesota, foraConditionalUse
Permittosubleasepropertytoasubcontractor (LabUSACorp.) thatwill
operateaPublicWorksMaintenanceShopandYard – MaterialProcessing
Facility, onthepropertycurrentlyknownasOutlotAofTylerHillsSecond
Addition – MaterialProcessingFacility – processingofashtorecoverand
recyclemetals
ChairLewisprovidedbackgroundinformationwithregardtotheproposal.  Director
Petersonprovidedadditionaldetails, indicatingthatthisrequestalsoinvolves
propertycurrentlyknownasOutlotAofTylerHillsSecondAddition, ownedbyXcel
Energy.   TheproposalinvolvesanapplicationbytheCityandXcelEnergyto
developLot2foramaterialprocessingfacility, processingashtorecoverand
recyclemetals.  Hepointedoutthelocationofthissiteonamap.  Themetals
processingplantwouldbelocatedonLot2, whichisanapproximately3.39acre
site.  Theproposedprojectincludesa22,000squarefootbuildingwithanoffice
trailer.  Therecoveryprocesswilltakeplaceentirelywithintheproposedbuilding.  It
isanticipatedthatthefacilitywillgenerateabout24trucksperday.  Thehoursof
operationareexpectedtobe7:00a.m. to5:00p.m. MondaythroughSaturday
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duringthefirstyearofoperation, andthereafter7:00a.m. to5:00p.m. Monday
throughFriday.   ThesamedrivewaywouldserveboththisfacilityandthePublic
Worksfacility.  Truckaccesswasdescribed.  TheCityintendstoleaseLot2toLab
USACorporation.  Thiscompany’sstate-of-the-artadditivefreeprocessallowsfor
thereclamationofbothferrousandnonferrousmetalspreviouslylosttotraditional
methodsofresourcerecovery.  TheproposalisforLabUSAtoundertakeremovalof
metalsfromashfromtheCity’sashlandfillandthenlaterdothesamethingwithash
fromXcelEnergy’sashlandfill.   DirectorPetersoncommentedthatoneofthe
originalconditionsofapprovalfortheXcelEnergyashlandfillCUPwasforthereto
beacontinuousprocesstolookathowashcouldbeprocessedandre-used.   
Stormwatermanagementwasdiscussed.  Theprocessingoperationwillbeentirely
withinabuilding, whichdoeshaveanopenendtothenorthbutwillcompletelyblock
noisetothewest, south, andeast.  Thereisnotexpectedtobeanoiseimpactfrom
theprocessingoperation.     

Recommendedconditionsofapprovalwerereviewed:  
AnexecutedleasewithXcelEnergy.   
AnexecutedagreementwithLabUSACorporation.  
Completionandrecordingofthere-platpriortocommencementoftheproject.     
Submissionoffinalgrading, erosioncontrol, andstormwatermanagement
plans.  
IfthereisdiscontinuanceofusebyPublicWorksofLot1andLot2formore
thanoneyear, anynewusewouldrequireanewConditionalUsePermit.  

DirectorPetersoncommentedthatotherconditionsofapprovalcouldbe
recommendedbythePlanningCommission.    

CommissionerEiynckinquiredwhethertrucktrafficwouldbeseasonalor
continuous.  DirectorPetersondeferredtootherstoaddressthisquestion.  Director
Moskwaprovidedadditionalinformationrelatedtotheproposedoperation.   He
addedthattheCity’sashlandfillisadjacenttoXcelEnergy’sashlandfill.  He
reportedthattheashiscurrentlylocatedintheCity’slandfill.  Theashwouldbe
truckedtotheprocessingsite, processed, andthentruckedbacktothelandfilland
compacted.  HeaddedthattheCityisworkingtocloseitslandfillandenterthe
MinnesotaClosedLandfillProgram.  Theashwouldbeprocessedinordertoshrink
thesite.  Itisestimatedthatitwouldtakeapproximatelyoneyeartoprocesstheash
fromtheCity’slandfill.  AtthatpointLabUSAwouldbeginprocessingXcelEnergy’s
buriedashandfreshash.    

KaneFlettfromLabUSAprovidedadditionalbackgroundinformation.  Hereported
thatLabUSAisawholly-ownedsubsidiaryofCNIMGroup, headquarteredin
Europe.  Hestatedthatthefacilitywouldprocessfrom100,000to110,000cubic
yardsperyearoftheXcelEnergylandfillash.  HeexplainedthattheCity’sashis
beingprocessedtofacilitatetheCity’slandfillenteringtheClosedLandfillProgram
butisnotreallypartoftheLabUSAbusinessmodel.  Hedescribedthefacilityand
themechanicalprocessused.  CommissionerSheelyinquiredwithregardtonoise
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anddust.  Mr. Flettstatedthattheashitselfisinherentlywet, withatypicalmoisture
contentbetween18% and24%.  Itisthereforenotanticipatedthattherewillbeany
dustissues.  Iftheashisfoundtobedry, bestpracticeswouldbeutilized.   
CommissionerMeinkeaskedwhetherwaterisusedintheprocess.  Mr. Flett
indicatedthatwaterisnotused, exceptfordustcontrol, reiteratingthatthisisa
purelymechanicalprocesswithnoadditives.  DirectorMoskwacommentedthat
waterandsewerserviceswouldbebroughttothesite.  CommissionerMeinke
askedwhethertheashpilewouldbesmalleruponcompletionofprocessing.   
Mr. Flettreportedthattherewouldbea3% to6% reductioninvolume.  He
addressednoiseissues, statingtheprocessingwouldbeencapsulatedinsidea
buildingbutaddingthattherewouldbetrucktrafficasdiscussed.    

ChairLewisinquiredwithregardtotheprojectedlifespanoftheproject.  Mr. Flett
providedinformationbasedonthevolumesofavailablefreshandburiedash.  He
statedthatitisexpectedtotakeaboutayeartoprocesstheashfromtheCity’s
landfill, anditisexpectedtotakeapproximately10to11yearstoprocesstheash
fromtheXcelEnergylandfill.   Afterthatperioditmaynolongerbeviabletokeep
thefacilityoperating.  DirectorMoskwaaddedthata20-yearleaseagreementhas
beenproposed.  Mr. Flettstatedthatthebuildingwouldremainonsitefollowing
discontinuationofoperations.  

CommissionerSheelyaskedwhethertheSustainabilityCommissionhasevaluated
theproposal.  DirectorMoskwacommentedthat, althoughtheproposalwasnot
broughttotheSustainabilityCommissionforarecommendation, therecycling
aspectoftheprojectwouldfitwiththeirmission.  Mr. Flettcommentedwithregardto
beneficialreuseoftheprocessedashasaconstructionaggregate, shouldtherebea
marketforthismaterial.  CommissionerNelsoninquiredwithregardtothe
mechanicalprocessingequipment.  Mr. Flettindicatedthattheequipmentinvolves
mostlyconveyorbeltsandmagnets, whichisalllocatedwithinthebuilding.       

ChairLewisopenedthePublicHearingat8:56p.m.    

DanBender, 1729RedFoxDrive, RedWing, statedthatheisspeakingasoneof
theneighborswhoreceivedthePublicHearingnotice.  Hecommentedthatthis
facilitywillprocessmaterialfor12yearsorlongerandconstitutesamuchdifferent
operationthantheoccasionalconcretecrushingoperationbythePublicWorks
Department.  Hecommentedthatthisoperationwouldbelocatedevenclosertothe
residentialareathanthePublicWorksfacility.  Hestatedhisopinionthatthereare
fartoomanyunansweredquestionstoofferarecommendationatthistime.  He
statedhisunderstandingthatthefacilitywouldbeopen-ended, butitturnsoutthat
oneentiresidewouldbeopenandthatthefacilityisreallynotenclosed.  He
commentedthat, ifthereisanydustgenerated, heisnotcertainwhatwouldkeep
thisfromgettingoutside.  Heexpressedpotentialhealthconcernsrelatedtodust
comingoffashinametalrecoveryfacility.  Hestatedthatthereareunanswered
questionsaboutdustandemissionsofunknownparticulates.  Heexpressed
concernswithregardtoincreasedtrucktrafficandnoise.  Hestatedthathewastold
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oftheexistenceofavideothatwouldhelpexplaintheoperationbuthasnotseen
thisvideo.  Hediscussedconcernsrelatedtogroundwater, commentingthat
homeownersinthisneighborhoodhavetheirownwellsandsepticsystems.  He
commentedthattheexistingashlandfillislinedandexpressedconcernsregarding
thetemporarystorageofashatthisfacility.  Duetothenumberofunanswered
questionsandenvironmentalconcerns, hestronglyrecommendedthattheproposal
bereviewedbytheSustainabilityCommissionpriortoanyfurtheraction.    

ChairLewisaskedwhethertheLabUSArepresentativecouldprovidemoreclarity
withregardtotheproposedoperation.  ProjectManagerDarrylHeapsfromSEH
reportedthatthefacilitywouldberegulatedunderMinnesotaSolidWasteRules,  
whichdealwithair, groundwater, andotherissuesrelatedtosolidwaste.  He
providedadditionaldetailsrelatedtothebuildingstructureandlayout.  Heclarified
thattheprocessingequipmentareawillbefullycontainedandthattherewillbe
doorsoropenareasontheendsofthebuildingonthenorthsideforreceiving
trucks.    

CommissionerEiynckaskedwhethertherewasafeasibilitystudyconductedwith
regardtolocatingthisfacilityontheXcelEnergylandfillsite.  Mr. Flettstatedthat
XcelEnergypreferredaseparatefacility.   CommissionerEiynckrequesteda
renderingofthebuilding.   

CommissionerSheelyrequestedmoreinformationrelatedtothegroundwaterissue,  
specificallytheelevationoftheresidentialarea, theelevationoftheoperation, and
thedepthoftheresidentialwellsinproximitytotheoperation.   Mr. Heaps
commentedthatawaterstudywasnotconducted.  DirectorMoskwaclarifiedthat
thiswouldbeacontainedoperationandthatanywastewatergeneratedwouldflow
intothesewersystemandwouldbeprocessedattheCity’swastewatertreatment
plant.    

Mr. Flettclarifiedthattherewouldbenoexposedashstoredatthefacilityandthatit
wouldbecovered.  Hereviewedphotographsdepictingasimilaroperationin
WashingtonState.  ChairLewisaskedhowmanypeoplewouldbeworkingatthe
site.  Mr. Flettreportedthatthefacilityisanticipatedtoemployfivefull-timebenefited
positions.  Mr. Heapscommentedwithregardtoanairqualitymodelingstudythat
wasconducted, addingthatairqualityinsidethebuildingwillbemonitored.  Director
MoskwaaddedthatLabUSAisworkingwiththeMinnesotaPollutionControl
AgencywithregardtothisprojectandotherprojectsinMinnesota.  ChairLewis
expressedappreciationfortheadditionalbackgroundinformation.    

CommissionerMeinkeinquiredwithregardtothepermittingprocessandthe
requirementforcompletionofanEnvironmentalImpactStatement (EIS) or
EnvironmentalAssessmentWorksheet (EAW).  Mr. Heapsindicatedthatthistypeof
facilitywouldnotrequirethis.      
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CommissionerNelsoncommentedwithregardtothe3% to6% reductionintheash
volumefrommetalcontentandaskedabouttherevenuefromthis.  DirectorMoskwa
commentedthattheCityandXcelEnergywouldreceiverevenuepaymentsbased
onthenumberoftonsofashprocessed.  Theagreementwouldalsoincludea
processingfee.  Iftheprojectmovesforward, theCity’sagreementwouldbemade
public.    

BrianKnapp, 3065CougarCourt, RedWing, commentedregardingarecent
newspaperarticleaboutasimilarfacilityproposedinthePope-DouglasCountyarea,  
statingthattheoperationwascalledaminingoperation.  Heaskedifthezoningon
thispropertyallowsforminingtotakeplace.  DirectorPetersoncommentedthatthe
zoninginthatdistrictdoesnotallowformining.  Hestatedthattheproposed
operationhasbeendefinedasprocessingofmaterial, addingthatthisoperation
wouldnotfitthedefinitionofminingasdefinedintheCityCode.  Mr. Flettstatedthat
thenewspaperarticlereferredtothisasaminingoperationbutthatthecompany
considersthisoperationtobematerialhandlingandprocessingandnotmining.   
ChairLewissummarizedtheprocessasdiggingintoanexistingashpile,  
transportingtheashtothefacility, processingthematerial, andthenbringingthe
processedashbacktotheoriginallocation.      

TheresaWalsworthreferencedtheComprehensivePlanwithregardtoConditional
UsePermits, citing “Theconditionalusewillnotbeinjurioustotheuseand
enjoymentofotherpropertyinthevicinityandwillnotimpedeonthenormaland
orderlydevelopmentandimprovementofsurroundingpropertyforusespermittedin
adistrictorsubstantiallydiminishpropertyvalues.”  Ms. Walsworthasked
Commissionerstoponderwhethertheywouldwanttobuildahouseonthelotshe
andherhusbandownorbuyahousethatsurroundsthislot.  Sheprovided
additionaldetailswithregardtotheproposedfacilityintheAlexandriaarea, stating
thatthissiteismorethan2,300feetfromtheclosestresident.  Thesiteislocatedon
a40-acreparcelapproximately20milesfromtown.  Shesuggestedvisitingthe
facilityinWashingtonStatepriortomovingtheprojectforward.  Shehasresearched
thissite, statingthatitisratherremote, surroundedbymountains, andislocatedon
915acres, ofwhich33acrescontainash.  Thepersonshespokewithatthissite
reportedthatoperationsaresettobegininafewweeksandthatthenearesthome
isafewmilesaway.  Ms. WalsworthdiscussedafacilityinPortland, Maine, called
Ecomainethathasbeenminingashforthelargerparticlessince2011. The
Ecomainefacilitysitson260acresofland, including140acresoflandfill,  
surroundedbycommercialandindustrialareas.  Accordingtothemanagerwith
whomshespoke, thenearestresidentismorethan1,500feetfromthefacility.  This
managercommentedregardingsignificantdustproducedbytheoperation, including
bythetruckshaulingtheash.   Shediscoveredinherresearchthatso-calledfugitive
dustisknowntobeahealthhazard.  SheagainaskedCommissionerswhetherthey
wouldbuildonthissiteorbuyahouseinthisarea.     

MarkWalsworthdirectedaquestiontoDirectorPeterson.  Heinquiredregardingthe
definitionofresourceextractionpertheCityofRedWingandwhethertheprocessof
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extractingmetalsfromashmeetsthisdefinition.  DirectorPetersonstatedhis
opinionthattheprocessofextractingmetalsfromashwouldnotmeetthisdefinition.   
Hequotedfromthedefinition, statingthatthiswouldnotbeconsideredaquarry,  
gravelpit, orminingoperation.   Mr. WalsworthreferencedtheCityZoningCode,  
Division55-250, whichprohibitsresourceextractionactivitieswithina500-foot
radiusofanyresidentialorfarmwell.  Headdedthatthesetypesofactivitieswould
beinjuriousorsubstantiallyannoyingtopersonslivingwithin600feetoffacilitylot
lines, statingthatthisconcernhasnotbeenaddressedbytheCUPprocess. He
pointedoutthatissuesrelatedtodustcontrol, emissionscontrol, noisecontrol,  
groundvibration, odor, andresidentimpactshavealsonotbeenfullyaddressed.  He
commentedthatmetalextractionisarelativelynewprocessintheUnitedStates,  
addingthatthetechnologyhasnotbeenwidelyadopted. Hisresearchhas
uncoverednofacilitieslocatedwithincitiesortowns.  Hesuggestedwaitingtoletthe
technologydeveloppriortomovingforwardwiththistypeofoperation.     

Mr. FlettcommentedthattheprocessusedbyEcomaineisafundamentallydifferent
processthantheoneusedbyLabUSA.  Hereiteratedthatthatashhasan
approximately20% moisturecontent, expressingconfidencethattherewouldbeno
dustissues.  Hecommentedthattheonlygroundvibrationissueswouldpertainto
thetrucktraffic.  Hecommentedthatanyemissionswouldresultfromtrucktrafficbut
notfromtheprocessingequipment.  ChairLewisinquiredwithregardtofugitivedust
duringtransportoftheashmaterial.  Mr. Flettcommentedwithregardtooperations
thatarecurrentlygoingoninthelandfills.   ChairLewiscommentedwithregardto
materialthatfallsonthegroundduringtransportanddriesoutandinquiredwith
regardtodustmitigation.  Mr. Heapscommentedthatadustcontrolmitigationplan
wouldbepartofthepermittingprocess.       

Mr. Flettcommentedwithregardtothestate-of-the-arttechnologyemployedbyhis
company, eventhoughthisisnewtotheUnitedStates.     

MegWalch, 1901RedFoxDrive, RedWing, askedwhetherthisprocessisbeing
runcurrentlywithinacloseproximitytoresidentialareasandthezoninginthese
areas.  Mr. Flettstatedthathiscompanyisnotcurrentlyoperatingsuchafacility,  
addingthatfacilitiesarelocatedincloseproximitytoashlandfills.      

ChairLewisaskedaboutinvolvementbytheSustainabilityCommission, as
recommendedbyMayorBender.  DirectorPetersoncommentedthattheZoning
Codeisquitespecificwithregardtohowzoningmattersaremanaged.  Headded
thattheCityCouncilcouldrequestarecommendationfromtheSustainability
Commissionwithregardtotheproposal, separatefromthezoningmatter.  He
addedthatthisreviewcouldbeconductedinaparallelmanner.     

LizKnapp, 3065CougarCourt, RedWing, commentedwithregardtothebeautiful
viewfromthebackofthehometheyareconstructing.  Sheexpressedconcerns
relatedtoindustrialactivity, traffic, andupheavalinherneighborhood.   Sheasked
theCommissionersandthepresenterstothinkaboutwhattheywoulddoifthey
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livedinherneighborhood.  Shecommentedthatsheispassionateaboutensuring
thehealthandsafetyofherfamilyandmembersofthecommunity.      

PegNoesen, 2895CougarCourt, RedWing, commentedwithregardtopotential
impactsonthehospitalfacility, daycarefacility, anddentalclinicinthearea.  She
suggestedfurtherinvestigationandreviewofthisproposal.     

BernieWalch, 1904RedFoxDrive, RedWing, askedwhatportionoftheashwould
begeneratedinRedWing.  Heexpressedconcernsthatashwouldbebroughtin
fromothercommunitiestoextendthelifespanofthefacility.  Healsocommented
withregardtothepotentialfornegativeimpactsonresidentialpropertyvalues.    

ChairLewissuggestedresearchingpotentialpropertyvalueimpacts. Hestatedthat
hehasalotofquestionswithregardtotheproposalandwouldappreciatemore
information.          

AmotionwasmadebyCommissionerNelson, secondedbyCommissionerMeinke
andunanimouslycarried, toclosethePublicHearing.  ChairLewisclosedthePublic
Hearingat9:39p.m.     

CommissionerEiynckstatedthatonfirstglancetheproposalappearedtobe
consistentwithsomeofgoalsoftheComprehensivePlanrelatedtosustainability.   
Shecommented, afterhearingalloftheinformationthatwaspresented, thatitnow
feelslikeabridgetoofar.  Shecommentedthatthiswouldbeaveryintensiveuseof
theland.  Sheinquiredagainaboutthefeasibilityoflocatingthefacilityclosertothe
ashlandfillsite, whichwouldlessensomeofthetrucktrafficandhelpmitigatesome
oftheotherconcerns.   ChairLewisstatedthattheprocessfeelsalittlerushedbut
expressedappreciationfortheinformationprovided.  Hesuggestedgatheringmore
information.  CommissionerSheelyrequestedclarificationregardingthescopeofthe
recommendationbeingrequestedintermsofwhetherthisprojectisacceptablewith
aCUPandincompliancewiththeComprehensivePlaninthisarea.   ChairLewis
commentedthatthisisalwaysthemissionofthePlanningCommission.   
CommissionerMeinkecommentedthatsheisunclearwithregardtotherisksand
benefitsoftheproposalatthispoint.  CommissionerNelsonstatedhisopinionthat
theprocessisbeingrushedandindicatedthathewouldnotbecomfortablewith
supportingtheproposalatthistime.  DirectorPetersonclarifiedthescopeofthe
PlanningCommission’srecommendations.  Heaskedwhatadditionalinformation
couldbeprovidedorwhatquestionsstillneedtobeanswered.    

CommissionerEiyncksuggestedconsiderationoftablingactiononthisitem.  She
indicatedthatshewouldlikemoreinformationwithregardtotheashhaulingprocess
andhowitishandledbothatthesiteandduringtransport.  Shereferencedthe
FindingsofFact #1, ensuringthattheestablishment, maintenance, oroperationof
theconditionalusewillnotbedetrimentaltoorendangerthepublichealth, safety,  
morals, comfort, orgeneralwelfare.  DirectorMoskwacommentedwithregardto
handlingoftheash, statingthatthisprocesswouldbethesameasitisrightnow,  
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otherthantransportoftheashfromthelandfilltotheprocessingfacilityandback.   
Hestatedthattheashwouldbetransportedviaaprivateroadnottraveledby
citizens.  Headdedthatdustmitigationcouldbeaddressedbyconditionsof
approvaloftheCUP.  Hediscussedthetypesoftrucksthatwouldhaultheash.     

CommissionerSafeinquiredwithregardtocleaninguptheashintheexisting
landfills.  DirectorMoskwaandMr. Flettprovidedadditionalinformationrelatedto
ashvolumes.  ChairLewisexpressedagreementwiththegoalbutindicatedthathe
doesnothaveenoughinformationtomakeadeterminationwithregardtothe
proposedfacility.  CommissionerSafeexpressedconcernsrelatedtothelocationof
thisfacilityaswellasthePublicWorksfacility.    

CommissionerNelsonaskedwhatwouldhappeniftheproposaldoesnotmove
forward.  DirectorMoskwaprovidedinformationrelatedtotheCitylandfillandthe
planforthistoentertheClosedLandfillProgram.  Hestatedhisunderstandingthat
theXcelEnergylandfillispermittedthroughapproximatelytheyear2020.    

CommissionerSheelyaskedwhatadditionalinformationwouldbehelpfulfor
Commissioners.  ChairLewisstatedthatdatafromothersimilarfacilitieswouldbe
beneficial.  Hestatedthatinformationrelatedtopotentialpropertytaximpactsand
howthecurrentlandfillhasaffectedpropertyvaluesintheareawouldbehelpful.  He
addedthatmoreinformationregardingfugitivedustwouldbehelpful.     

CommissionerMeinkeexpressedconcernsrelatedtoFindingsofFact #1andissues
aroundendangeringpublichealth, comfort, andgeneralwelfare.  Shestated
agreementwiththegoalofrecyclingthemetals, butquestionedthepotentialfor
unintendedconsequences.  CommissionerEiynckexpressedagreementwith
CommissionerMeinke’scomments.     

DirectorPetersonreviewedoptionsavailabletothePlanningCommission:  
RecommendapprovaloftheCUPrequest.   
RecommendapprovaloftheCUPrequestwithconditions.   
RecommenddenialoftheCUPrequest.   
TablediscussionoftheCUPrequestuntiladditionalinformationisprovided.     

DirectorMoskwaaskedwhatspecificinformationwouldberequested, suchasanair
qualityreport.  ChairLewisaskedwhetherthecurrentairqualitycouldbecompared
withthefutureairquality.  Mr. Heapsreportedthatanairqualitymodelingstudyof
theprocessingfacility, includingthetrucktraffic, wasconducted, whichshowedthat
therewouldnoindustrialpermitsrequiredforthefacility, asalloftheresultswere
wellbelowthelimits.  DirectorPetersoncommentedthatXcelEnergymonitorsthe
existinglandfilloperationandthatthisinformationcouldbeobtained.     

CommissionerEiynckaskedwhetherthePublicHearingshouldbeformally
reopened.  DirectorPetersonindicatedthatitistheChair’sprerogativetoaccept
publicinputoutsideoftheformalPublicHearing.     
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MarkWalsworth, CougarCourt, suggestedrequestingatleastthreecasestudiesof
atleastoneyearindurationofoperationsthathavebeenongoing, asastarting
pointforbackgroundintermsofthewholeoperation.  ChairLewiscommentedthat
thistypeofinformationwouldbebeneficial.    

CommissionerEiynckcommentedthatshewouldliketobetterunderstandthestatus
quoandcomparehowthischangewouldaffectthestatusquo.  Shecommented
withregardtotheincreasedtrucktrafficandsuggesteddiscussingconditionsthat
wouldhelpmitigatethisconcern.     

GeorgeNoesen, 2895CougarCourt, RedWing, askedCommissionerstovisitthe
siteandtheneighborhood.     

CommissionerMeinkeaskedwhetheramotiontotablethediscussionisneeded.   
CommissionerSafecommentedthat, ifthediscussionistabled, thereshould
specificquestionsthatshouldberesearched.  DirectorPetersoncommentedthathe
hasadequateinformationinthisregard.   

AmotionwasmadebyCommissionerMeinke, secondedbyCommissionerEiynck
andunanimouslycarried, totablethisitemuntilthenextPlanningCommission
meeting, inordertoallowstafftogathermorespecificinformationrelatedtotheCUP
request.     

ChairLewisthankedparticipantsfortheirinput.  Atthispointabriefbreakwas
requested.  ChairLewisreconvenedthemeetingat10:14p.m.    

9. PublicHearing:  VariancerequestbyLeonardKron, 1008SouthParkStreet, to
allowa4.5footsideyardsetbackforadetachedgarageadditionandtoallow
thesizeofthegaragetototal1,062squarefeet
ChairLewisreviewedthevariancerequest.  AssistantPlanningDirectorKohn
providedbackgroundinformation.  Theapplicantisrequestingavariancefora
garageadditionthathasalreadybeenconstructed.  Henotedthatthegaragewas
substantiallycompletedwithouttheissuanceofabuildingpermitasaresultof
miscommunicationbetweenthepropertyownerandthecontractor.  Theproperty
lineswereunabletobedetermined, soasurveywascompleted.  Thesetbackis
approximately0.4feetshortoftherequired5-footsideyardsetback.  Thegarageis
alsoslightlylargerthannormallyallowedintheR2District.  AssistantDirectorKohn
pointedouttheareaunderdiscussiononanaerialphotograph.  Hecommentedthat
thepropertyisuniqueinthesensethatthedrivewayservesfourproperties.  Letters
ofsupportofthevariancerequesthavebeenreceivedfromtwoofthesethree
neighbors.  FindingsofFactwerereviewed.  Althoughthecircumstancesare
unfortunate, staffdoesrecommendapprovalofthevariancerequest.  Itis
recommendedthatthebuildingpermitfeebedoubled, asallowedperStateCode, to
covertheextraworkbystaffandtodiscourageothersfromproceedingsimilarly.   
CommissionerNelsoninquiredwithregardtothefirewall.  AssistantDirectorKohn
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discussedfirewallrequirementsadoptedwiththenewBuildingCode, statingthat
thisdoesnotaffectthevariancerequest.     

CommissionerSheelyaskedhowthegarageadditioncametotheattentionofthe
PlanningDepartment.  AssistantDirectorKohnreportedthatacallwasreceivedby
theBuildingOfficialfromaresident, askingwhetherabuildingpermithadbeen
issuedforthisstructure.  TheBuildingOfficialinvestigatedthesituation, determined
thatabuildingpermithadnotbeenobtained, andissuedaStopWorkOrder.   
CommissionerSheelyinquiredwhichpropertyownerssubmittedlettersofsupport.   
AssistantDirectorKohnpointedoutthesepropertiesontheaerialphoto.   
CommissionerSheelyaskedwhethertheotherneighborsaresupportiveofthe
variancerequest.  DirectorPetersonreportedthatallpropertyownerswithin500feet
receivedthePublicHearingnotice.  CommissionerSheelyaskedwhatoutreachthe
CityofRedWingdoesonanongoingbasistoinformpropertyownersand
contractorswithregardtotherequirements.  AssistantDirectorKohnstatedthatitis
wellknownthatbuildingpermitsarerequired.  Headdedthatboththeapplicantand
thecontractorwereawareofthisrequirement, butreportedlyeachthoughttheother
hadobtainedthepermit. HestatedthatthisinformationisavailableontheCity
websiteorfromtheBuildingOfficial.  CommissionerSheelyinquiredwithregardto
therecommendationtodoublethebuildingpermitfee, andAssistantDirectorKohn
explainedtheformulafordeterminingthebuildingpermitfeeandprovidedrationale
fortherecommendationtodoublethisfee.  CommissionerSafeexpressed
agreementwiththestaffrecommendations.   AssistantDirectorKohnaddedthatthe
BuildingOfficialwillensurethatthegarageadditionisconstructedcorrectly.   
CommissionerEiynckexpressedsupportforrecommendingapprovalofthevariance
request.    

ChairLewisopenedthePublicHearingat10:25p.m.    

LeonardKron, 1008SouthParkStreet, RedWing, statedthatheistheapplicant.   
Heapologizedforthemiscommunicationrelatedtothebuildingpermit.  Heclarified
thatthesurveyor’sreportconcludedthatthenewgaragestallwasplusorminus
0.4feetwithintherequiredsetback.  Hecommentedthatthegaragestructurewas
builtintoahillandstatedthathespokewithhisneighborsregardingthegarage
addition.  Hestatedthathedesignedthestructuretofitwiththecharacterandflow
oftheneighborhood.   CommissionerSafeaskedMr. Kronwhetherhehiredalocal
licensedcontractor.  Mr. Kronindicatedthatthecontractorwasnotlocal.     

Nooneelsecameforwardtospeakregardingthevariancerequest.  Amotionwas
madebyCommissionerSafe, secondedbyCommissionerSheelyandunanimously
carried, toclosethePublicHearing.  ChairLewisclosedthePublicHearingat
10:35p.m.   

CommissionerSheelycommentedthatshelikestoencouragepropertyowners,  
especiallythoseinthisarea, tomakeimprovements.  Shealsocommentedwith
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regardtotheneedtoadheretoCityordinancesandexpressedagreementwiththe
recommendationtodoublethebuildingpermitfee.    

AmotionwasmadebyCommissionerEiynck, secondedbyCommissionerMeinke
andunanimouslycarried, torecommendapprovalofthevariance, withtheFindings
ofFactandagreementwiththestaffrecommendationtodoublethebuildingpermit
fee.     

10. PublicHearingRequestbyConditionalUsePermitrequestbyGreenMark
Solar, LLC, 4626EmersonAvenueSouth, Minneapolis, Minnesota, to
constructandoperatea5megawattCommunitySolarGardenon
approximately29acresoffarmlandsouthofMillRoadandeastofOld
Highway19inRedWingonpropertyownedbyThomasandRenaeBryan,  
6380LeesonLane
ChairLewisreviewedtheCUPrequestbyGreenMarkSolar.  AssistantDirector
Kohnprovidedbackgroundinformation.   Hepointedouttheareaofdiscussionona
map.  Hereportedthatallofthepowergeneratedwillbebroughtbackdown
undergroundtometersandtransformers.  TheactualtransmissionlinesforXcel
EnergyalreadyexistonthenorthsideofMillRoad.  Thesitewouldconsistoffive
smallsolargardens, totalingupto5megawatts.  AssistantDirectorKohn
commentedthatthesiteisisolatedfromhomesandadjacentmajorroadways.   
Aestheticconsiderationsandvegetativecoverwerediscussed.  Thereisno
requirementforstormwaterpondsorstormwatermanagementonthissite, other
thanthevegetativecover. Erosioncontrolwasdiscussed.  Itisrecommendedthata
conditionofapprovalbeaddedtoallowinspectionsbytheCity, monthlyforthefirst
sixmonthsandthenbiannuallyoverthefirsttwoyears, toensurethatthevegetation
isgrowingadequatelyandthattherearenodrainageissues.  AssistantDirector
KohncommentedwithregardtoStateinspectionrequirements.  SuggestedFindings
ofFactwerereviewed.  AssistantDirectorKohnstatedthattheproposalis
consistentwiththeComprehensivePlanintermsofrenewableenergy, andthesite
appearstobeagoodlocationforthisuse.  Stormwatermanagementconcernshave
beendiscussed.  Thereisanticipatedtobelittleimpactonsurroundingproperties.   
ApprovaloftheCUPhasbeenrecommendedbystaff, withtheconditionofapproval
asdiscussed.      

CommissionerSheelyinquiredwithregardtotheschedulingofinspections.   
AssistantDirectorKohnstatedthatstaffandtheapplicantwouldcollaborateonthe
schedulingofinspections.  CommissionerLewisspokeinsupportofsolarprojects.   
AssistantDirectorKohnaddedthattheexpectedlifeofasolargardenis
approximately30years, whichparallelsthewarrantyonthesolarpanels.  Oncethe
solargardenisdecommissioned, allimprovementswouldberemovedfromthesite
andthepropertywouldrevertbacktothepropertyownerasfarmland.  Heclarified
thattheapplicantisnotpurchasingthepropertybutenteringintoalong-termlease
forthelifeofthesolargarden.      

ChairLewisopenedthePublicHearingat10:50p.m.    
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DennisEgan, ownerofaconsultingfirm, EganPublicAffairs, statedthathehas
workedwithGreenMarkSolarforapproximatelythelastyeartoidentifypotential
solargardensitesintheRedWingandGoodhuearea.  Heintroduced
representativesfromAmerescoSolarandGreenMarkSolar.  Hecommentedthat
AmerescoSolarandGreenMarkSolarhaveahistoryofworkingtogetheronsolar
projects.  Hestatedthattheplanistoconstructthesolargardenlaterthisyear.     

CommissionerNelsonaskedaboutadecisionbytheMinnesotaPublicUtilities
Commissionrelatedtothesizeofsolargardens.  Mr. Eganreviewedtheinitial
legislationandthesubsequentdecisiontolimitthetotalsizeofasolargardenona
geographicsiteto5megawatts.    

CommissionerNelsoninquiredwithregardtoroadaccess.  Mr. Eganprovided
additionalinformationrelatedtoroadimprovements.  JohnNevillefromAmeresco
Solarprovidedadditionalbackgroundinformationwithregardtothecompanies
involved, theproposedsolargardenproject, andthepollinator-friendlygrasscover.      

CommissionerEiynckinquiredwithregardtoDNRinvolvementrelatedtothe
pollinator-friendlyseedmix.  Mr. NevillestatedthattheyareworkingwiththeDNR
onvegetationselection.  Mr. Eganstatedthatlocalcontractorswillbeutilizedon
localsolargardenprojectsandcommentedfurtherwithregardtodrainageissues.   
ChairLewiscommentedregardingthepotentialofactuallyimprovingdrainage
issues.     

NooneelsecameforwardtospeakregardingtheCUPrequest.  Amotionwas
madebyCommissionerSafe, secondedbyCommissionerNelsonandunanimously
carried, toclosethePublicHearing.  ChairLewisclosedthePublicHearingat
11:00p.m.   

AmotionwasmadebyCommissionerMeinke, secondedbyCommissionerEiynck
andunanimouslycarried, torecommendapprovaloftheConditionalUsePermit
request, withtherecommendedconditionofapprovalconcerninginspections.     

11. BarnBluffMasterPlanStatusReport
DirectorPetersonprovidedanupdatewithregardtotheBarnBluffMasterPlan.  An
on-sitepublicoutingisplannedforlateAprilorearlyMay.  Hewillprovidefurther
updatesregardingtheproject.     

12. StatusReport
DirectorPetersonhighlightedthefollowingtopicsfromhisreport:    
A. ZoningRecodification.   

DirectorPetersonreportedthatthisitemwillbeaddedtotheAprilmeeting
agenda.    

B.  RedWingGolfCourseDiscussion.  
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DirectorPetersoncommentedwithregardtothisdiscussion.     

C. ProposedGunRange.    
DirectorPetersoncommentedwithregardtothisproposal.  Hecommentedthat
currentzoningdoesnotallowagunrangeinalightindustrialdistrict, sozoning
changeswouldberequired.     

13. CommissionerConcerns
TherewerenoCommissionerconcerns.     

14. Adjournment
AmotionwasmadebyCommissionerNelson, secondedbyCommissionerEiynck
andunanimouslycarried, toadjournthemeeting.  ChairLewisadjournedthe
meetingat11:03p.m.   
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