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Henrepin County, MN

On November 23, 2015, Black Lives Matter (BLM) was e ' I i

<013, Blac! ngaged in a protest in front of the Minneapolis
Puh;e Department's 4th F’l&vl:lnr_:.l on Plymouth Avenue in Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesn’c:?ELM
and its supporiers were protesting the police officer involved shooting death of Jamar Clark, an African

American man shot by a white police officer. The protest had been ongoi %
gamered much media attention. P ongoing for more than a week and had

At 10:40 p.m. Minneapolis Police ShotSpotter registered 8 shots fired near the 4th Precinct. Officers
immediately responded and determined that five men had been shot and 8 discharged cartridge casings
were recovered within two blocks of the 4th Precinct. The shooting victims were all African American men
and were all treated at local hospitals for gunshot wounds. Victim 1, 19 years old, was shot in the lower
abdomen. Victim 2, 43 years old, was shot in the left knee. Victim 3, 24 years old, was shot in the thigh and

Emtk‘uﬁchm 4, 38 years old, was shot in the forearm and Victim 5, 29 years old, was shot in the leg and
dCk.

Investigators leamned that at least one possible suspect in these shootings verbally sparred with protesters
at the BLM protest on another occasion. Surveillance video from outside the 4th Precinct captured Allen
Lawrence Scarsella, Defendant herein, and J.S., a known acquaintance of Scarsella, on the evening of
Movember 19, 2015, wearing camouflage clothing and face masks. J.5. told investigators that he and
Scarsella went there to film the protesters. He said they made inappropriate comments to protesters which
sparked anger between BLM and his group and led to angry intemet posts on Reddit and 4Chan.

Investigators have viewed a 4Chan website e-mail string where pa rticipants discussed going to the BLM
protests to “stir things up” and “cause commation.” Participants were encouraged to dress normal and look
like the protesters but were told to “feel free o camy.” Investigators also viewed a video made by J.5. and
Scarsella on their way to the protest on November 19th. They refer to African Americans in derogatory
terms, say they are going to do some “reverse cultural enriching” and “make the fire nse”. Scarsella says
they are on a “search and recovery mission™ and J.S. displays a handgun and ends the video with the
words “stay white.”

1.S. said he was aware that Scarsella and others he referred lo as Nate, Daniel and Joe were going to the
protest on the evening of November 23rd to livestream the crowd reaction to their presence. He knew that
they would be armed. J.5. decided not to go with them because he felt it would be too dangerous.
However, he was in contact with Searsella both before and after the shooting. Scarsella called him
afterwards and told him that he had just shot five people.

During the early hours of November 24, 2015, investigators leamed that a police officer from a police
agency outside the Twin Cities was personally acquainted with Scarsella. This officer received a phone call
from Scarsella on November 24, 2015 around 1:00 a.m. Scarsella told him he had just shot 5 people. The
officer encouraged Scarsella to fum himself in and to also tum his guns over to police. The officer was
aware that Scarsella owned and carried guns and that he had very intense opinions, which the uﬁ'i:aer
Sescribed as being a sovereign citizen and pro-Constitution. He knew that Scarsella had negaive
experiences with and opinions about African Americans. About twenty minutes later Scarsella texted him
2nd told him he was waiting for his friends to get there and they would decide what 1o do.

nvestigators determined that Scarsella resided at a location in Bloomington, MMN. He was arrested there
-::m November 24, 2015, An adult female, AM. was also at his femdenge. Numerous guns and ammunition
were recovered, including a 45 caliber handgun which is consistent with the typa of discharged naﬂidﬂﬂm
casings found at the shooting scene. Dﬁmﬁﬂ#&dzﬂﬂmntmtsufsmmlasmlmmm
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a location oplion which revealed that Scarsella was at the 4th Precinct on November 19 and a-:-u.-; Ot Cour

also confirmed his connection with J.S and with Joseph Martin Backman, Defendant herein, as he was at
both of their residences in November, 2015. There were numerous texts between Scarsella, Backman and
MNathan Wayne Gustavsson, Defendant herein, setfting up plans for going back to the pmtest}, on November
23, 2015. Gustavsson texts “If this shits going down on Monday we need to get out there | could rile up so
_rnu-::h shit up. (}usl_a*.rsscn also texts “| know how to make big news or get them to disperse” and | have an
idea to really stir shit up.” Scarsella and Gustavsson discuss who will be doing the live streaming and plan

to meet at J.S.'s house. Scarsella also aranges for Backman to pick him up as Backman will also be
going along.

Scarsella’s cell phone contained many photos of himself with guns, including the 45 caliber handgun and
an M1 rifle as W'EH as some racist images. Additionally, police found photos taken at a gathering of men at
a rural area of Pine County Minnesota. The men are wearing camouflage clothing and holding guns.

eral flags including a confederate flag are visible. Scarsella and Daniel Thomas Macey, Defendant
herain, are in the photos.

A.M. told police that Scarsella is her boyfriend but they do not live together. He texted her on November 23,
2015, at around 9:20 p.m., and told her he was going out with friends. He called and woke her up at 1:30
a.m. the next moming and was panicking. He said he had been at the BLM protest and he shot 5 people.
He told her to come to his residence and take his guns and ammunition away. When she got there three
other men were present. She recognized Backman. She identified one of the others as Gustavsson and
told police she knows he camies guns. The other man was a short Asian male who lives in Pine City,
Minnesota. Macey is an Asian male and lives in Pine City. A.M. said the four men were panicking about the
shooting and trying to decide what to do. Several of them were talking on the phone with lawyers. The other
three men left before the police ammived.

On November 25, 2015, police executed a search warrant on the residence of Backman. Investigators
spoke to C.B., an adult woman who was present. C.B. told police that she was aware that Scarsella and
J.S went to the BLM protest on November 19, 2015. Backman stayed home that night and set up a live
stream while Scarsella and J.S. filmed the protesters. She knew they were accused of being white
supremacists and KKK and made Backman promise that he would not go to the BLM protest. On
November 23, 2015, Backman told her he was going out with Scarsella and did not know when he would
be back. He retumed and woke her up at around 1:30 the next moming. He told her he went to the protests
with Scarsella, Nate and Dan. They got into an altercation with some of the protesters and 8 shots were
fired. Afterwards they all went to J.5's house and then to Scarsella’s house. She said that Backman does

carry a gun but that he denied unholstering his gun that night.

Review of the Precinct surveillance video as well as video from private citizens confirms that there were
four suspects interacting with the protesters immediately prior to the shooting. The shooting was not
captured on video. Investigators were able to identify Gustavsson as his mask slips off. He 1s camying an
orange boxy type case. One of the men is shorter than the others and appears to be Macey.

Defendants Scarsella, Gustavsson, Backman and Macey are all in custody. All four have admitted in jail
phone conversations that they were present at the shooting incident.
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