@2 XcelEnergy S ot

414 Nicollet Mall, 5t Floor
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401
Phone: 612.215.4605

Fax: 612.215.4544

December 10, 2013
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING AND U.S. MAIL

Hon. Eric L. Lipman

Administrative Law Judge

State of Minnesota, Office of Administrative Hearings
PO Box 64620

St. Paul, MN 55164-0620

Re: 1 the Matter of the Route Permit Application for the Hollydale 115 &1 Transmission Line
Project in the Cities of Plymouth and Medina, Hennepin County, Minnesota
PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152
OAH Docket No. 8-2500-22806-2

In the Matter of the Application for a Certificate of Need for the Hollydale 115 &1 Transmission
Line Project in the Cities of Plymouth and Medina

MPUC Docket No. E002, ET2/CN-12-113

OAH Docket No.: 8-2500-23147-2

Dear Judge Lipman:

Enclosed please find Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, and
Great River Energy’s Petition to Withdraw Pending Certificate of Need and Route Permit
Applications filed today through www.edockets.state.mn.us. A copy of this filing is also

being served via e-mail or mail upon the persons on the Official Service Lists. Thank you.

Sincerely,
MWJ/}M
Mara N. Koeller

cc: Service Lists

5869119v1



STATE OF MINNESOTA
BEFORE THE
MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Beverly Jones Heydinger Chair

David Boyd Commissioner

Nancy Lange Commissioner

J. Dennis O’Brien Commissioner

Betsy Wergin Commissioner
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION MPUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152
OF NORTHERN STATES POWER OAH Docket No. 8-2500-22806-2
COMPANY, A MINNESOTA
CORPORATION, AND GREAT RIVER MPUC Docket No. E002,ET2/CN-12-113
ENERGY, A NOT-FOR-PROFIT OAH Docket No. 8-2500-23147-2
COOPERATIVE, FOR A ROUTE PERMIT
FOR THE HOLLYDALE 115 KV PETITION TO WITHDRAW
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT IN THE PENDING CERTIFICATE OF NEED
CITIES OF PLYMOUTH AND MEDINA, AND ROUTE PERMIT APPLICATIONS

HENNEPIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION
FOR A CERTIFICATE OF NEED FOR THE
HOLLYDALE 115 KV TRANSMISSION
LINE PROJECT IN THE CITIES OF
PLYMOUTH AND MEDINA

INTRODUCTION

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, on behalf of itself
and its co-applicant Great River Energy, a cooperative corporation, (collectively the
Applicants), respectfully submits this Petition to Withdraw the pending Certificate of
Need and Route Permit applications for the Hollydale Project in the above-referenced
dockets. As these dockets progressed, we received feedback from our customers in
the project area and other key stakeholders expressing concern over our preferred
route alternative. While we should have foreseen the concerns of our stakeholders,
we now appreciate that our preferred route is very problematic. With that said, we
believe there remains a need for additional infrastructure that will allow us to
continue to reliably serve our customers, but there may be better alternatives to meet
that need. Because additional time is needed to develop those alternatives and, more



importantly, to build a consensus around a solution that can be supported by more of
our stakeholders, we submit this request to withdraw our initial petitions.

Withdrawal will allow time for the Applicants to work collaboratively with residents
and other stakeholders on an infrastructure solution and route for this community.
After this public outreach and broader acceptance of a solution is complete, we intend
to seek the necessary regulatory approvals, which we believe, at this time, would
involve submitting new Certificate of Need and Route Permit applications.

This past year the Hollydale Law, 2013 Minn. Laws Chapter 57 Section 2, which is
applicable to our currently pending applications, was passed. While the law, as
currently written, would not apply to the new applications, we fully intend to comply
with the intention of the law by carrying forward in our new Certificate of Need
application all the system alternatives, including distribution alternatives, which were
developed during this proceeding. We believe this will allow a robust examination of

numerous distribution alternatives and will address the concerns implicated by the
Hollydale Law.

We respectfully request that the Administrative Law Judge suspend the procedural
schedule and certify this withdrawal petition to the Commission for decision pursuant
to Minn. R. 1400.7600. It is appropriate to certify this petition to the Commission

because granting the Applicants’ withdrawal request will result in termination of these
two proceedings. Minn. R. 1400.7600(B).

Di1SCUSSION

We appreciate the thoughtful and thorough participation and evaluation of
alternatives by the Department of Commerce, other parties, landowners, and
stakeholders in both the Certificate of Need and Route Permit proceedings which
began in mid-2011. Our initial filing included a preferred route for the new 115 kV
line along an existing 69 kV transmission line corridor. In the years following that
filing, we received comments from landowners and other interested stakeholders
indicating their opposition to this route. Most recently, in November 2013, nearly
300 landowners and stakeholders attended public hearings to express their concerns
about the project and our preferred route alternative.

In light of the input received to date and our updated load forecasts, we have
reevaluated the transmission project submitted in the original applications. Based on
that reevaluation, we continue to forecast a need for additional infrastructure to
reliably serve our customers in the project area. Furthermore, we have concluded that



our original preferred route is not widely supported; meaning additional analysis and
outreach is needed before we can present a more acceptable route alternative.

Withdrawal serves three distinct purposes. First, while developing new applications
will take some time, we believe now is the appropriate time to take a step back and to
work collaboratively with stakeholders. We appreciate that our withdrawal request
may not be the preferred path forward for stakeholders who have already invested
significant time and effort in the hearings, meetings, and filings that have already
taken place in these dockets. However, we believe that without the time pressure
presented in the current proceedings, we will have time to develop a new solution in
collaboration with residents and other stakeholders to ensure the overall success of
the project and acceptance by the community. Once we develop a more widely
accepted solution, we intend to seek the appropriate regulatory approvals.

Second, due to the length of time these dockets have been pending and the numerous
options that have been explored, we are concerned that the record may be unclear.
Rather than developing and introducing a new solution into this record, we believe
starting anew will facilitate review and assessment of the available options, including
our preferred solution. As the information contained in the original applications
assume a route along the existing 69 kV corridor, a withdrawal of the currently
pending applications will promote a full and clear record.

Third, withdrawal of the original applications will also provide the Applicants the
opportunity to update relevant information contained in the original applications. For
example, since the filing of the Route Permit application in June 2011, many new
housing developments have been constructed in the project area. A new application
would allow us to analyze the impacts the project will have on these new residential
developments. In addition, submission of new applications will allow the Applicants
to update the engineering analysis of the transmission and distribution needs in the
area based on the most current load data. Recent engineering analysis of the 2013
peak loads demonstrates a need in this area remains and supersedes much of the
earlier engineering analysis that has been provided during the two year pendency of
this proceeding.

In closing, both Xcel Energy and Great River Energy understand their obligation to
provide safe and adequate service and will develop a plan to address the load-serving
deficiencies in the Medina and Plymouth areas.



CONCLUSION

Xcel Energy and Great River Energy respectfully request that this Petition to
Withdraw be granted and that the Administrative Law Judge issue an 11" Pre-Hearing
Order suspending the contested case proceedings and certifying this Petition to the
Commission for decision.

Dated: December 10, 2013
Northern States Power Company
Respectfully submitted by:

[s/ Mara Koeller

MARA KOELLER
ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY




IN THE MATTER OF THE ROUTE PERMIT PUC DockeT No. E002/TL-11-152
APPLICATION FOR THE HOLLYDALE 115 KV OAH DocKET No. 8-2500-22806-2
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT IN THE CITIES OF
PLYMOUTH AND MEDINA, HENNEPIN COUNTY,

MINNESOTA
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR A PUC DockeT No. E002, ET2/CN-12-113
CERTIFICATE OF NEED FOR THE HOLLYDALE OAH DocCKET No.: 8-2500-23147-2

115 KV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT IN THE
CITIES OF PLYMOUTH AND MEDINA

Theresa A. Senart hereby certifies that on the 10th day of December, 2013, she filed a true and
correct copy of Northern States Power Company and Great River Energy’s Petition to
Withdraw Pending Certificate of Need and Route Permit Applications by posting the same
on www.edockets.state.mn.us in the above-referenced dockets. Said Petition to Withdraw is also
served via U.S. Mail or e-mail as designated on the attached Official Service Lists on file with
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in the above-referenced dockets.

s/Theresa A. Senart
Theresa Senart

5869243v1



First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Lisa Agrimonti lagrimonti@briggs.com Briggs And Morgan, P.A. 2200 IDS Center80 South |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
8th Street CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Julia Anderson Julia.Anderson@ag.state.m | Office of the Attorney 1800 BRM Tower Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_11-152_Official
n.us General-DOC 445 Minnesota St CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
551012134
RaeLynn Asah raelynn.asah@xcelenergy. |Xcel Energy Services, Inc. |Transmission FL 8 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
com 250 Marquette Ave CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Tami Carpenter tamicarp@comcast.net 16925 40th Ave N Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
CC Service List
Plymouth,
MN
55446
Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn | Department of Commerce |85 7th Place E Ste 500 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
.us CC Service List
Saint Paul,
MN
551012198
Burl W. Haar burl.haar@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission |Suite 350 Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_11-152_Official
121 7th Place East CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
551012147
Valerie Herring vherring@briggs.com Briggs and Morgan, P.A. 2200 IDS Center Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
80 S. Eighth Street CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Scott Johnson Scott.Johnson@ci.medina. |City of Medina 2052 County Road 24 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
mn.us CC Service List
Medina,
MN
55340-9790
Stacy Kotch Stacy.Kotch@state.mn.us |MINNESOTA 395 John Ireland Blvd. Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
DEPARTMENT OF CC Service List
TRANSPORTATION St. Paul,
MN
55155
John Lindell agorud.ecf@ag.state.mn.us | Office of the Attorney 1400 BRM Tower Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_11-152_Official

General-RUD

445 Minnesota St
St. Paul,

MN

551012130

CC Service List




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Eric Lipman eric.lipman@state.mn.us Office of Administrative PO Box 64620 Paper Service Yes OFF_SL_11-152_Official
Hearings CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
551640620
Paula Maccabee Pmaccabee@justchangela |Just Change Law Offices 1961 Selby Avenue Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
w.com CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
55104
Marsha Parlow mparlow@grenergy.com Great River Energy 12300 Elm Creek Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
Boulevard CC Service List
Maple Grove,
MN
553694718
Daniel N. Rosen rosen@parkerrosen.com Parker Rosen, LLC 300 First Ave N, Ste 200 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
55401
Janet Shaddix Elling jshaddix@janetshaddix.co |Shaddix And Associates Ste 122 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
m 9100 W Bloomington Hrwy CC Service List
Bloomington,
MN
55431
James M. Strommen jstrommen@kennedy- Kennedy & Graven, 470 U.S. Bank Plaza Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
graven.com Chartered 200 South Sixth Street| CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
SaGonna Thompson Regulatory.Records@xcele | Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
nergy.com CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
554011993
Karen Wendt wendt@parkerrosen.com | Parker Rosen 123 Third St N Electronic Service No OFF_SL_11-152_Official
Ste 888 CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN

55401




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Christopher Anderson canderson@allete.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List
Duluth,
MN
558022191
Julia Anderson Julia.Anderson@ag.state.m | Office of the Attorney 1800 BRM Tower Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
n.us General-DOC 445 Minnesota St CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
551012134
James J. Bertrand james.bertrand@leonard.c |Leonard Street & Deinard 150 South Fifth Street, Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
om Suite 2300 CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Brenda A. Bjorklund brenda.bjorklund@centerp |CenterPoint Energy 800 LaSalle Ave FL 14 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
ointenergy.com CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Michael Bradley mike.bradley@lawmoss.co [Moss & Barnett Suite 4800 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
m 90 S 7th St CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402-4129
Linda Chavez linda.chavez@state.mn.us |Department of Commerce |85 7th Place E Ste 500 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List
Saint Paul,
MN
55101-2198
Jeffrey A. Daugherty jeffrey.daugherty@centerp |CenterPoint Energy 800 LaSalle Ave Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
ointenergy.com CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
lan Dobson ian.dobson@ag.state.mn.u | Office of the Attorney Antitrust and Utilities Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
s General-RUD Division CC Service List
445 Minnesota Street, [1400
BRM Tower
St. Paul,
MN
55101
Chris Duffrin chrisd@thenec.org Neighborhood Energy 624 Selby Avenue Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
Connection CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
55104
Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn | Department of Commerce |85 7th Place E Ste 500 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official

.us

Saint Paul,
MN
551012198

CC Service List




First Name

Last Name

Email

Company Name

Address

Delivery Method

View Trade Secret

Service List Name

Travis

Germundson

travis.germundson@state.
mn.us

Board of Water & Soil
Resources
520 Lafayette Rd
Saint Paul,
MN
55155

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List

Burl W.

Haar

burl.haar@state.mn.us

Public Utilities Commission

Suite 350
121 7th Place East
St. Paul,
MN
551012147

Electronic Service

Yes

OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List

Valerie

Herring

vherring@briggs.com

Briggs and Morgan, P.A.

2200 IDS Center
80 S. Eighth Street
Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List

Alan

Jenkins

aj@jenkinsatlaw.com

Jenkins at Law

2265 Roswell Road
Suite 100
Marietta,

GA
30062

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List

Richard

Johnson

Rick.Johnson@lawmoss.co
m

Moss & Barnett

90 South 7th Street
Suite #4800
Minneapolis,
MN
554024129

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List

Scott

Johnson

Scott.Johnson@ci.medina.
mn.us

City of Medina

2052 County Road 24

Medina,
MN
55340-9790

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List

Mara

Koeller

mara.n.koeller@xcelenergy
.com

Xcel Energy

414 Nicollet Mall
5th Floor
Minneapolis,
MN
55401

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List

Michael

Krikava

mkrikava@briggs.com

Briggs And Morgan, P.A.

2200 IDS Center
80 S 8th St
Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List

Karen

Kromar

karen.kromar@state.mn.us

MN Pollution Control
Agency

520 Lafayette Rd

Saint Paul,
MN
55155

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List

Douglas

Larson

dlarson@dakotaelectric.co
m

Dakota Electric Association

4300 220th St W

Farmington,
MN
55024

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
John Lindell agorud.ecf@ag.state.mn.us | Office of the Attorney 1400 BRM Tower Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
General-RUD 445 Minnesota St CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
551012130
Eric Lipman eric.lipman@state.mn.us Office of Administrative PO Box 64620 Paper Service Yes OFF_SL_12-113_Official
Hearings CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
551640620
Paula Maccabee Pmaccabee@justchangela |Just Change Law Offices (1961 Selby Avenue Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
w.com CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
55104
David Moeller dmoeller@allete.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
CC Service List
Duluth,
MN
558022093
David W. Niles david.niles@avantenergy.c |Minnesota Municipal Power | Suite 300 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
om Agency 200 South Sixth Street| CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Carol A. Overland overland@legalectric.org Legalectric - Overland Law |1110 West Avenue Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
Office CC Service List
Red Wing,
MN
55066
Marsha Parlow mparlow@grenergy.com Great River Energy 12300 EIm Creek Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
Boulevard CC Service List
Maple Grove,
MN
553694718
Bob Patton bob.patton@state.mn.us MN Department of 625 Robert St N Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
Agriculture CC Service List
Saint Paul,
MN
55155-2538
Richard Savelkoul rsavelkoul@martinsquires.c | Martin & Squires, P.A. 332 Minnesota Street Ste | Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
om W2750 CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
55101
Janet Shaddix Elling jshaddix@janetshaddix.co |Shaddix And Associates Ste 122 Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_12-113_Official
m 9100 W Bloomington Hrwy CC Service List
Bloomington,
MN

55431




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Ken Smith ken.smith@districtenergy.c | District Energy St. Paul Inc. |76 W Kellogg Blvd Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
om CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
55102
Ron Spangler, Jr. rlspangler@otpco.com Otter Tail Power Company |215 So. Cascade St. Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
PO Box 496 CC Service List
Fergus Falls,
MN
565380496
Donna Stephenson dstephenson@grenergy.co |Great River Energy 12300 Elm Creek Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
m Boulevard CC Service List
Maple Grove,
MN
55369
James M. Strommen jstrommen@kennedy- Kennedy & Graven, 470 U.S. Bank Plaza Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
graven.com Chartered 200 South Sixth Street| CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Eric Swanson eswanson@winthrop.com [ Winthrop Weinstine 225 S 6th St Ste 3500 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official
Capella Tower CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
554024629
SaGonna Thompson Regulatory.Records@xcele | Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_12-113_Official

nergy.com

Minneapolis,
MN
554011993

CC Service List




