
EQB to develop Standards and Criteria 

Minn. Stat. §116C.99! 

The standards and criteria must include: 
 
(1) recommendations for setbacks or buffers for mining operation and 
processing, including: 

(i) any residence or residential zoning district boundary; 
(ii) any property line or right-of-way line of any existing or proposed street 
or highway; 
(iii) ordinary high water levels of public waters; 
(iv) bluffs; 
(v) designated trout streams, Class 2A water as designated in the rules of 
the Pollution Control Agency, or any perennially flowing tributary of a 
designated trout stream or Class 2A water; 
(vi) calcareous fens; 
(vii) wellhead protection areas as defined in section 103I.005; 
(viii) critical natural habitat acquired by the commissioner of natural 
resources under section 84.944; and 
(ix) a natural resource easement paid wholly or in part by public funds; 

(2) standards for hours of operation; 
(3) groundwater and surface water quality and quantity monitoring and 
mitigation plan requirements, including: 

(i) applicable groundwater and surface water appropriation permit 
requirements; 
(ii) well sealing requirements; 
(iii) annual submission of monitoring well data; and 
(iv) storm water runoff rate limits not to exceed two-, ten-, and 100-year 
storm events; 

(4) air monitoring and data submission requirements; 
(5) dust control requirements; 
(6) noise testing and mitigation plan requirements; 
(7) blast monitoring plan requirements; 
(8) lighting requirements; 
(9) inspection requirements; 
(10) containment requirements for silica sand in temporary storage to protect 
air and water quality; 
(11) containment requirements for chemicals used in processing; 
(12) financial assurance requirements; 
(13) road and bridge impacts and requirements; and 
(14) reclamation plan requirements as required under the rules adopted by the 
commissioner of natural resources. 
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The EQB needs to hear comments from YOU! 

For a spreadsheet of criteria to use as a guide: 

http://legalectric.org/f/2013/10/EQB-Standards-Criteria-
spreadsheet.xlsx 

Then pick and choose the criteria (in left hand column) 
from the statute that you’re concerned about and have 
some ideas. 

Here’s a guide on how to come up with ideas: 

www.legalectric.org/weblog/9536/ 

Send comments on Standards and Criteria to: 

Will.Seuffert@state.mn.us 

jeff.smyser@state.mn.us 

bob.patton@state.mn.us 

kate.frantz@state.mn.us 

 
 
 
 
 
Legalectric, Inc. 
      Carol Overland, Attorney at Law, MN #254617 
          Energy Consultant—Transmission, Power Plants,  
          Nuclear Waste      overland@legalectric.org 
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