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David R. Moeller
Senior Attorney
218-723-3963
dmoeller@allete.com

October 29, 2012

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Dr. Burl W. Haar

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7" Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101-2147

Re:  Inthe Matter of the Request by Minnesota Power for a
Certificate of Need for the Great Northern Transmission Line
Docket No. E015/CN-12-1163

Dear Dr. Haar:

Minnesota Power hereby electronically submits its Notice Plan for the Great Northern
Transmission Line.

Please contact me at the number above should you have any questions related to this
submission.

Yours truly,

Lveo R Mttt

David R. Moeller
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STATE OF MINNESOTA ) AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE VIA
) ss ELECTRONIC FILING
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS )

Kristie Lindstrom of the City of Duluth, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota, says
that on the 29" day of October, 2012, she served Minnesota Power’s Notice Plan
regarding the Great Northern Transmission Line to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission and the Energy Resources Division of the Minnesota Department of
Commerce via electronic filing. The remaining parties on the attached service list were
served as so indicated on the list.

/s/ Kristie Lindstrom

Subscribed and sworn to before
me this 29" day of October, 2012.

/sl Sheryl A Miskowski

Notary Public - Minnesota
My Commission Expires Jan. 31, 2015

Affidavit of service.doc
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In the Matter of the Request by Minnesota Docket No. E015/CN-12-1163
Power for a Certificate of Need for the Great
Northern Transmission Line NOTICE PLAN
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NOTICE PLAN: GREAT NORTHERN TRANSMISSION LINE

Public Comments on this Notice Plan can be submitted to the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission until 4:30 PM November 19, 2012

Replies to Comments can be submitted to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission until 4:30 PM December 10, 2012

Introduction
Minnesota Power submits this Notice Plan for approval by the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (“Commission”) pursuant to Minn. Rules 7829.2550. Minnesota Power, along with
potentially several other participants, intends to file an application for a Certificate of Need
(“CoN”) for the Great Northern Transmission Line (“Project”) in early 2013. The Project
includes high voltage connections between the province of Manitoba in Canada and the

Arrowhead Substation in St. Louis County, Minnesota to enable additional deliveries from



Manitoba Hydro to meet existing and future energy needs. Minnesota Power is proposing to
construct a 500 kV transmission line from the border that would terminate at the Blackberry
Substation in Itasca County (approximately 225 to 300 miles) and a 345 kV double circuit
transmission line between the Blackberry Substation and the Arrowhead Substation near
Hermantown (approximately 50 to 70 miles).

The Great Northern Transmission Line is intended to provide delivery and access to
power generated by Manitoba Hydro’s hydroelectric stations in Manitoba, Canada. Minnesota
Power needs this line to deliver at least 250 MW of energy and capacity by June 1, 2020 under a
Power Purchase Agreement (“PPA”) approved by the Commission in Docket No. E015/M-11-
938. Several other items are driving the need for a new transmission line to be built from
Manitoba, Canada to Minnesota Power’s Arrowhead Substation. These include access to clean,
renewable energy for Minnesota Power and the region, increased industrial load growth on the
Iron Range, and strengthening regional reliability. The Project is intended to facilitate increased
imports from Manitoba of up to 1,100 MW to support the regional transmission system and to
serve load.

The first step in the regulatory process is to establish a Notice Plan to provide potentially
interested people the opportunity to participate in the CoN proceeding. A CoN is required under
Minn. Stat. § 216B.243 for a high voltage transmission line (“HVTL”) of the voltages and
lengths contemplated for the Great Northern Transmission Line. Minn. Rules 7829.2550 requires
that persons seeking a CoN for a HVTL must file a Notice Plan with the Commission three
months before filing a CoN application.

The northern portion of the Notice Plan corridor begins at the Minnesota/Manitoba

border and includes three potential international border crossings near US Highway 59 in Kittson



County, County State Aid Highway 24 along the Kittson/Roseau County border, and Minnesota
Trunk Highway 89 in Roseau County. The extent of this portion of the Notice Plan corridor
generally heads in a southeasterly direction, terminating at the Blackberry Substation in Itasca
County. The western border of the Notice Plan corridor was selected by using changes in soil
types that would make construction more difficult, and it extends to the south to Brooks. The
southern border of the northern Notice Plan corridor runs between Clearbrook and Blackduck.
The eastern edge of the northern Notice Plan corridor is generally along the existing Minnesota
Power 230 kV transmission line near the St. Louis County boundary. This area will be the Notice
Plan area for the 500 kV portion of the Project.

The southern portion of the Notice Plan corridor begins at the Blackberry Substation and
terminates at the Arrowhead Substation in St Louis County. The corridor generally runs in a
southeast direction generally bound on the west by US Highway 2 and on the east by US
Highway 53. Both Notice Plan corridors contain many infrastructure sharing opportunities,
including existing roadways, electric transmission lines, and gas pipelines.

With the exception of a few communities along the Iron Range, cities have been removed
from the corridors. Large water bodies, Scientific & Natural Areas, and State Parks have also
been removed from the corridors. Large areas of open wooded wetland were also removed from
the corridors when there was not existing infrastructure nearby.

Summary of Plan

The Notice Plan for the Great Northern Transmission Line includes a number of steps to
inform and collect information from local governments, landowners and the general public of the
proposed project. These steps include:

o Outreach with local, state, and federal agencies:



= Minnesota Power hosted consultation workshops with local units of
government, planning officials, tribal representatives and non-government
organizations in August 2012 across the notice area in this submitted
Notice Plan.

= Introduction meetings occurred with multiple state and federal agencies in
July and August 2012.

= Monthly agency update webinars are scheduled to occur during
Commission permitting activities.

o0 Voluntary public open house meetings in the area of the potential corridors are
scheduled for late October and early November 2012. Landowners within the
identified corridors or within one-mile of the identified corridors (affected area),
local units of government, and resource agencies, tribal representatives and
identified stakeholders will be sent direct mail notice of the open house meetings,
and notice of each open house will be published in local newspapers and available

on the project website (www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com).

o Addirect mail notice will be sent to landowners, tribal and local governments, and
the General List once the CoN application is filed.

o0 Notices will be placed in local newspapers throughout the project area once the
CoN application is filed.

o0 Ongoing project updates at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com and in

accordance with applicable rules and public meetings.
This general philosophy of proactive outreach to stakeholders is planned to be carried

through the routing phase of the project, prior to the route permit application. In addition to the



outreach at the route phase, the Great Northern Transmission Line will also require several
regulatory outreach steps related to the National Environmental Policy Act, providing the public

ample opportunities to provide comments on the Project.

Notice Proposal

A. Direct Mail Notice to Landowners — Minn. Rules 7829.2550, subp. 3(A).

Minnesota Power proposes to provide direct mail notice to all landowners whose property
is located within the boundaries of or within one mile of the shaded corridor areas on the maps
attached to the draft Notice Plan. Minnesota Power will attempt to identify every landowner in
the proposed corridors. In addition, Minnesota Power will attempt to identify every landowner
on the Minnesota side within one mile of the potentially affected border crossings and
substations. Minnesota Power will obtain the names and addresses of the landowners located
within the proposed corridors from the records of the relevant County Auditors’ offices and other
resources that are applicable.

B. Direct Mail Notice to Mailing Addresses — Minn. Rules 7829.2550, subp. 3(B).

Minnesota Power also proposes to provide direct mail notice to all commercial and
residential mailing addresses located within and/or adjacent to the shaded areas on the maps
attached to the draft Notice Plan. In addition, Minnesota Power will attempt to identify every
landowner within one mile of the potentially affected border crossings and substations.
Minnesota Power intends to obtain the names and addresses of the mailing addresses located
within the proposed corridor from the records of the relevant County Auditors’ offices and other

resources that are applicable.



Sections of the corridor that contain Scientific & Natural Areas, State Parks, City
boundaries, or Reservations have been carved out, though exceptions include cities on the Iron
Range and cities that contain a Project substation.

C. Direct Mail Notice to Tribal and Local Governments — Minn. Rules 7829.2550, subp.
3(C).

Minn. Rules 7829.2550, subp. 3(C) requires applicants to provide direct mail notice to
tribal governments and to governments of towns, statutory cities, home rule charter cities, and
counties who jurisdictions are reasonably likely to be affected by a proposed HVTL. Minnesota
Power will provide direct mail notice to the following state/federal elected officials, tribal and
local governments.

State/Federal Elected Officials!

Federal Senators and

State Senators State Representatives Representatives
Sen. Tom Bakk Rep. Tom Anzelc Rep. Chip Cravaack
Sen. John Carlson Rep. David Dill Rep. Collin Peterson
Sen. Tony Lourey Rep. Kent Eken Sen. Al Franken
Sen. Tom Saxhaug Rep. Dan Fabian Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Sen. Rod Skoe Rep. David Hancock
Sen. Leroy Stumpf Rep. Bill Hilty
Sen. David Tomassoni Rep. Debra Kiel

Rep. Carolyn McElfatrick
Rep. Carly Melin

Rep. Mary Murphy

Rep. John Persell

Rep. Tom Rukavina

L This list will be revised after the results of the November 6, 2012 election are certified.



Tribal Governments

Fond Du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Bois Forte Band of Chippewa
Red Lake Nation

State Parks

Lake Bronson State Park
Hayes Lake State Park

Franz Jevne State Park

Big Bog State Recreation Area
Scenic State Park

Hill Annex Mine State Park

Minnesota Local Governments

Counties Cities

Townships

Beltrami Blackduck Alaska
Funkley Benville
Kelliher Birch
Tenstrike Cormant
Durand
Hagali
Hines
Hornet
Kelliher
Langor
Lee

Nebish
O'Brien
Quiring
Roosevelt
Shooks
Shotley
Summit
Taylor
Waskish
Woodrow
Buzzle
Liberty

Maple Ridge




Counties Cities Townships
Battle
Turtle Lake
Carlton Cloquet Thomson
Scanlon
Clearwater Clearbrook Clover
Gonvick Dudley
Leonard Eddy
Greenwood
Hangaard
Leon
Pine Lake
Sinclair
Winsor
Holst
Itasca Bigfork Alvwood
Bovey Arbo
Calumet Ardenhurst
Cohasset Balsam
Coleraine Bearville
Effie Bigfork
Grand Rapids Blackberry
Keewatin Carpenter
La Prairie Feeley
Marble Goodland
Nashwauk Grattan
Taconite Greenway
Warba Harris
Iron Range
Lawrence
Liberty
Lone Pine
Moose Park
Nashwauk
Nore
Pomroy
Sago
Stokes
Trout Lake
Wabana
Wawina




Counties

Cities

Townships

Kittson

Halma
Karlstad

Lake Bronson
Lancaster

Arveson
Cannon
Caribou
Clow
Davis
Deerwood
Granville
Hampden
Hazelton
Jupiter
Klondike
McKinley
Norway
Pelan
Percy
Poppleton
Richardville
Spring Brook
St. Joseph
Tegner
Thompson

Koochiching

Littlefork
Mizpah
Northome

[all townships are unincorporated]

Lake of the Woods

Baudette
Roosevelt
Williams

[all townships are unincorporated]

Marshall

Grygla

Holt

Middle River
Newfolden
Strandquist
Viking

Agder
Augsburg
Cedar
Como

East Park
East Valley
Eckvoll
Espelie
Excel
Grand Plain
Holt
Huntly
Lincoln




Counties

Cities

Townships

Linsell
Marsh Grove
Moose River
Moylan
Nelson Park
New Folden
New Maine
New Solum
Rollis
Spruce Valley
Valley

Veldt
Viking
Wanger
West Valley
Wright

Pennington

Goodridge
St. Hilaire
Thief River Falls

Bray
Clover Leaf
Deer Park
Goodridge
Hickory
Highlanding
Kratka
Norden
North
Numedal
Reiner
Rocksbury
Sanders
Silverton
Smiley

Star

Black River
Wyandotte
River Falls
Mayfield

Polk

Gully
Trail

Brandsvold
Chester
Eden
Gully
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Counties

Cities

Johnson
Queen
Lessor
Badger
Hill River

Red Lake

Brooks
Plummer
Oklee

Gervais
River

Poplar River
Emardville
Equality
Lambert
Garnes

Roseau

Badger
Greenbush
Roosevelt
Roseau
Strathcona
Warroad

Barnett
Barto
Beaver
Cedarbend
Deer
Dewey
Dieter
Enstrom
Falun
Golden Valley
Grimstad
Hereim
Huss

Jadis

Lake
Laona
Lind
Malung
Mickinock
Moose
Moranville
Nereson
Palmville
Pohlitz
Polonia
Reine
Ross
Skagen

11
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Counties

Cities

Townships

Soler
Spruce
Stafford
Stokes

St. Louis

Brookston
Chisholm
Duluth
Floodwood
Hermantown
Hibbing
Meadowlands
Proctor

Alborn
Arrowhead
Balkan
Brevator
Canosia
Cedar Valley
Cotton
Culver
Ellsburg
Elmer

Fine Lakes
Floodwood
Fredenberg
French
Grand Lake
Halden
Industrial
Kelsey
Lavell
McDavitt
Meadowlands
Midway
Morcom
Ness

New Independence
Northland
Solway
Stoney Brook
Toivola

Van Buren
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D. Published Newspaper Notice — Minn. Rules 7829.2550, subp. 3(D).
Minnesota Power intends to place a notice advertisement regarding the Great Northern

Transmission Line in the following newspapers of general circulation:

Outlet Circulation County
The American 1,200 Beltrami
The Bemidji Pioneer 8,229
Cloquet Pine Journal 5,700 Carlton
Bagley Farmers Independent 2,400 Clearwater
Richards Publishing Company, Inc. | 5,300
Grand Rapids Herald-Review 9,000 Itasca
Karlstad North Star News 1,490 Kittson
Kittson County Enterprise 1,800
The Littlefork Times 500 Koochiching
Baudette Region 2,192 Lake Of The Woods
Warren Sheaf 2,500 Marshall
Thief River Falls Times, Inc. 28,250 Pennington
Erskine Echo 1,100 Polk
Fertile Journal 1,600
Fosston Thirteen Towns 2,000
Red Lake Falls Gazette 1,599 Red Lake
Roseau Times-Region 3,700 Roseau
Tribune 1,400
Warroad Pioneer 1,600
Duluth Budgeteer News 40,000 St. Louis
Floodwood Forum 900
Hermantown Star 2,000
Proctor Journal 1,800
Duluth News-Tribune 40,933
The Hibbing Daily Tribune 4,535
Star Tribune 500,000 State-Wide
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Minn. Rules 7829.2500, subp. 5, requires that after a CoN application is filed that an applicant
publish newspaper notice of the filing in newspapers of general circulation throughout the state.
Given that under the proposed Notice Plan, Minnesota Power will publish newspaper notice of
the CoN proceeding in newspapers of state, local and regional circulation identified above,
Minnesota Power requests a waiver from this additional newspaper notice requirement.
E. Notice Time Frames - Minn. Rules 7829.2550, subp. 6

Minn. Rules 7829.2550, subp. 6, requires the applicant to implement the Notice Plan
within 30 days of its approval by the Commission. Minnesota Power requests that the
Commission modify the Notice Plan implementation requirement to allow notice to more closely
coincide with the CoN application submittal. As the Department stated in its October 18, 2012
Comments in Docket E002,ET2/CN-12-1053, “The Commission has ordered a similar approach,
typically a 30-day window, in several dockets.” Minnesota Power requests that the Commission
direct the notices identified in this Notice Plan to occur within two to four weeks before the CoN
filing. Minnesota Power would execute the plan using the Project description of the finally
determined configuration and associated maps.
F. Voluntary Landowner Meetings.

In addition to the notices that will go out pursuant to this filing, Minnesota Power also

intends to conduct voluntary informational, “open house” meetings as follows:

Date & Time Venue Name & Address ‘
Monday Clear Waters Life Center
October 29" 256 2" Avenue SW
5-7pm Clearbrook, MN 56634
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Date & Time Venue Name & Address
Tuesday Centennial Hall
October 30™ 222 Central Avenue South
1lam-1pm Lancaster, MN 56735
Tuesday Ralph Engelstad Arena Imperial Room
October 30™ 525 Brooks Avenue North
5-7pm Thief River Falls, MN 56701
Wednesday Roseau Civic Center
October 31 121 Center Street East
1llam-1pm Roseau, MN 56751
Thursday Littlefork Community Center

November 1%

1lam-1pm

220 Main Street

Littlefork, MN 56653

Thursday
November 1%

5-7pm

VFW Post 723
204 International Drive NE

Baudette, MN 56623

Friday
November 2"

1lam-1lpm

North Beltrami Community Center
220 East Main Street

Kelliher, MN 56650
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Date & Time Venue Name & Address ‘

Hermantown Government Services Bldng
Wednesday
Training Center
November 7™
5105 Maple Grove Road
1lam-1pm
Hermantown, MN 55811

Wednesday Sawmill Inn - Blandin Rooms
November 7™ 2301 South Highway 169

5-7pm Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Hibbing Memorial Building Arena
Thursday
Downstairs Dining Room
November 8™
400 East 23" Street

1lam-1pm
Hibbing, MN 55746
Thursday Meadowlands Community Center
November 8™ 7758 Western Avenue
5-7pm Meadowlands, MN 55765

Notices for these informational meetings is being published in area newspapers, and an
open house meeting notification postcard has been mailed to landowners, local governments, and

resource agencies, tribal representatives, and identified stakeholders in the affected area.
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Content of Notice

Minn. Rules 7829.2550, subp. 4 establishes the requirements for information that must be
included in the notice that is mailed to those individuals on the various lists that are created. The
notice will contain all the information required by those rules. A draft of the proposed notices,
along with maps for the proposed notice corridors, are included with this Notice Plan as Exhibits
A, B, C, and D. The maps attached to the draft notice show multiple potential corridors where
the Project may eventually be routed, which includes both the Blackberry and Shannon
substations as potential terminus points for the 500 kV line, though at this time Minnesota
Power’s preference is for the Blackberry Substation. The maps also identify existing
transmission facilities, roads, and other relevant geographical features. However, at this time
Minnesota Power has not done detailed routing work to identify specific routing proposals.
Therefore, Minnesota Power is proposing a broad distribution of letters to landowners with
property and other residents in these proposed corridors. Most of the persons receiving
notification will, in the end, not be directly affected by the Project. Minnesota Power strongly
believes that for this Project, broader distribution and notification is appropriate so that
potentially affected persons will be able to fully participate in the Commission’s process and so
the Commission can develop the information required to make a decision whether to authorize
construction.

Consistent with recent Commission orders approving notice plans for transmission lines,
Minnesota Power will include in the notice the following:

e A description of general right-of-way requirements as well as a statement that

Minnesota Power intends to acquire property rights.
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e Minnesota Power will work with affected landowners to acquire easement rights
for the Great Northern Transmission Line.

e Identification of any CoN filing requirements from which the Commission has
granted Minnesota Power an exemption pursuant to Minn. Rules 7849.0200, subp.
6 and a link to a site where the Commission’s order may be found.

e A brief description that the Project requires a Presidential Permit to be issued by
the United States Department of Energy since it will cross the United States-
Canadian border.

Minnesota Power will also give notice of an impending CoN application to the public
service commissions in North Dakota and Wisconsin and the Manitoba Hydro Electric Board.

Service on Other Parties and Procedural Matters

In accordance with Minn. Stat. 8 216.17 and Minn. Rules 7929.2550, subp. 1, copies of
the proposed Notice Plan, along with this filing, have been eFiled to the Minnesota Department
of Commerce and the Office of the Attorney General — Antitrust and Utilities Division, along
with persons on Minnesota Power’s general service lists. Copies have also been served on all
persons on the “General List of Persons Interested in Power Plants and Transmission Lines” as
maintained by the Commission under Minn. Rules 7850.2100, subp. 1, item A.

Minnesota Power also provides the following information consistent with Minn. Rules
7829.1300 for miscellaneous filings:

Name, Address and Telephone Number of Utility (Minn. Rule 7829.1300, subp. 4(A))

Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55802
(218) 722-2641
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Name, Address and Telephone Number of Utility Attorney (Minn. Rule 7829.1300, subp.
4(B))

David R. Moeller
Senior Attorney
Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street
Duluth, MN 55802
(218) 723-3963
dmoeller@allete.com

Utility Employee Responsible for Filing (Minn. Rule 7829.1300, subp. 4(E))

David R. Moeller
Senior Attorney
Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street
Duluth, MN 55802
(218) 723-3963
dmoeller@allete.com

Service List (Minn. Rule 7829.0700)

David R. Moeller Jim Atkinson

Senior Attorney Environmental Lead
Minnesota Power Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street 30 West Superior Street
Duluth, MN 55802 Duluth, MN 55802
(218) 723-3963 (877) 657-9934
dmoeller@allete.com jbatkinson@allete.com

Comment Schedule

Minn. Rules 7829.2550, subp. 2 provides that interested parties have 20 days from the
date of this filing to provide comments on the proposed Notice Plan. Reply comments must be

made within 20 days of expiration of the period for initial comments.
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Conclusion
Minnesota Power submits that the enclosed draft Notice Plan is consistent with the
applicable rules and with Commission precedent. Accordingly, Minnesota Power respectfully

requests that the Commission approve the proposed Notice Plan as submitted.

Dated: October 29, 2012 Respectfully submitted,

Loeo R Ml

David R. Moeller
Senior Attorney
Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street
Duluth, MN 55802
218-723-3963
dmoeller@allete.com
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EXHIBIT A

, 201
RE: Notice of Certificate of Need Application for the Great Northern Transmission Line
MPUC Docket No. E015/CN-12-1163

Dear Stakeholder:

Minnesota Power, along with potentially several other participants, is proposing to construct high
voltage transmission line facilities from the Manitoba-Minnesota border to the Arrowhead
Substation in St. Louis County, (the “Great Northern Transmission Line”). The Great Northern
Transmission Line is intended to provide delivery and access to power generated by Manitoba
Hydro’s hydroelectric stations in Manitoba, Canada to the high voltage transmission system in
Minnesota. Minnesota Power needs this line to deliver at least 250 MW of power by June 1,
2020, under a Power Purchase Agreement (“PPA”) approved by the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (“Commission”) in Docket No. E015/M-11-938. In addition to the PPA, several
other needs are driving the proposed project including access to clean, renewable energy for
Minnesota Power and the region, increased industrial load growth on the Iron Range, and
strengthening regional reliability. This letter is intended to provide you with information on how
you can participate in the Minnesota regulatory process.

The Great Northern Transmission Line project (“Project”) includes constructing a 500 kV
transmission line approximately 225 to 300 miles in length from the Minnesota-Manitoba border
to the Blackberry Substation located on the Iron Range. Minnesota Power is also proposing a 50-
to 70-mile, 345 kV double-circuit, transmission line from the Blackberry Substation to the
Arrowhead Substation in Hermantown, Minnesota. Modifications to the equipment and overall
layout of the Blackberry Substation and the Arrowhead Substation will be necessary to
accommodate the terminations of the Project segments. The area under consideration for the
location for the Project is depicted in Attachment 1.

The Canadian portion of the Project will be permitted by Manitoba Hydro.

This notice is being provided to those who fall within one or more of the categories listed below
as they relate to the area (“Notice Area”) shown on Attachment A:
e Landowners with property within the Notice Area;
Residents living within the Notice Area;
Local units of government in and around the Notice Area;
Local and State elected officials; and
State and local government agencies and offices.

Requlatory Process Overview

APPLICATIONS

For the Great Northern Transmission Line, the Commission must determine whether the Project
is needed (Certificate of Need) and where the Project should be located (Route Permit). Before
the Project can be constructed, the Commission must certify that the Project is needed. The
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certification of the Project is governed by Minnesota law, including Minnesota Statutes Section
216B.243, and Minnesota Rules Chapters 7829 and 7849, specifically Rules 7849.0010 to
7849.0400 and 7849.1000 to 7849.2100. In the Certificate of Need proceeding, the Commission
will analyze whether Minnesota Power has proposed the most appropriate size, type, and timing
for the Project. The Certificate of Need application, once submitted, can be obtained by visiting
the Commission’s website at www.puc.state.mn.us in Docket No. E015/CN-12-1163.

In addition to certifying the Project, the Commission must also grant a Route Permit for the
Project. The routing of the Minnesota portion of the Project is governed by Minnesota law,
including Minnesota Statutes Chapter 216E and Minnesota Rules Chapter 7850. Information on
the Route Permit application, once filed, can be obtained by visiting the Commission’s website
in Docket No. EO15/TL-13-__ .

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

The Minnesota Department of Commerce Energy Facility Permitting staff (“EFP”) will be
responsible for preparing an environmental report for the Certificate of Need proceeding that will
evaluate environmental impacts to resources within the Notice Area. Additionally, EFP will
prepare an environmental impact statement for the Route Permit proceeding for the Project. In its
application for a Route Permit, Minnesota Power will identify at least two routes and will
identify one route which Minnesota Power prefers. Other routes can be proposed during the
scoping process for the environmental review to be completed by EFP. As part of its analysis,
EFP will evaluate the routes proposed by Minnesota Power in its application and other routes
proposed during the scoping process that will aid in the Commission’s decision on the Route
Permit application.

CoMMISSION DECISIONS ON THE CERTIFICATE OF NEED AND ROUTE PERMIT

The Commission will consider all information submitted through the Certificate of Need
proceeding including the application, input from the public, testimony received during the
administrative hearings, the environmental report, and a recommendation from an Administrative
Law Judge to determine if the Project is of the appropriate size, type, and timing to meet the
stated need. After considering all this information, the Commission may issue a Certificate of
Need for the Project.

In making a determination as to the appropriate route for the Project in the Route Permit
proceeding, the Commission will review the comments received from stakeholders, a report
prepared by an Administrative Law Judge after hearings on the Project, and the environmental
impact statement prepared by EFP. Although Minnesota Power will identify the route that it
prefers for the Project, the Commission may determine that a route submitted by Minnesota
Power, a route proposed during the scoping process, or some combination of such routes is the
most appropriate route for the Project. Selection of a final route by the Commission will be based
on evaluation of the routes guided by the factors identified in Minnesota Statutes Section
216E.03, Minnesota Rule 7850.4100, and stakeholder input received during the regulatory
process.
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INTERNATIONAL BORDER CROSSING

To construct a transmission line across the international border between Manitoba and
Minnesota, Minnesota Power will also need to obtain a Presidential Permit from the United
States Department of Energy. Certain environmental review under the National Environmental
Policy Act will be completed by the federal agency prior to issuance of a Presidential Permit.
More information on  Presidential Permits can be obtained by visiting
http://energy.gov/oe/services/electricity-policy-coordination-and-implementation/international-
electricity-regulation.

Project Specifications

Minnesota Power is exploring a variety of structure types for the Project. Engineering studies are
underway to identify structures to be used for the Project and updates on these studies will be
available at greatnortherntransmissionline.com/resources by clicking on the “What will the
transmission line look like?” link. Structures will likely be placed using spans of approximately
1,000 to 1,400 feet to maintain proper clearances for the 130- to 140-foot tall structures.

Minnesota Power anticipates that it will obtain a 200-foot wide permanent right-of-way for 500
kV portions of the Project and a 150-foot wide permanent right-of-way for 345 kV portions of
the Project. Some easements may be required from landowners for access or maintenance
purposes, even if the Project is not approved by the Commission to be located on their property.
Before beginning construction, Minnesota Power will acquire property rights for the Project,
typically through an easement that will be negotiated with the landowner for each parcel.

Need for the Project

The Project is needed to deliver at least 250 MW of power by June 1, 2020, under a PPA
approved by the Commission. In addition to the PPA, several other needs are driving the
proposed Project including access to clean, renewable energy for Minnesota Power and the
region, increased industrial load growth on the Iron Range, and strengthening regional reliability.

Biennial Transmission Planning

Minnesota Statutes include a requirement that each electric transmission-owning utility in the
state file a biennial transmission planning report with the Commission in the fall of odd years.
These reports provide an excellent source of background information on the transmission
planning process used by utilities in Minnesota. The 2011 Biennial Transmission Planning
Report is available at www.minnelectrans.com.

Project Notifications

To subscribe to the Great Northern Transmission Line Project Certificate of Need docket
and receive email notifications when information is filed that is related to the Certificate of Need
for the Project, please visit www.puc.state.mn.us, click on the “Subscribe to a Docket” button,
enter your email address and select “Docket Number” from the Type of Subscription dropdown
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box, then select “12” from the first Docket Number dropdown box and enter “1163” in the
second box before clicking on the “Add to List” button. You must then click the “Save” button at
the bottom of the page to confirm your subscription to the Project Docket. These same steps can
be followed to subscribe to the Project Route Permit docket (E015/TL-13- ).

Please visit greatnortherntransmissionline.com for more information on the Project. If you have
questions about the process, you may contact the Minnesota regulatory staff listed below:

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
Bret Eknes

121 7" Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

651.296.7124

800.657.3782

bret.eknes@state.mn.us

Minnesota Department of Commerce
Bill Storm, State Permit Manager

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
651.296.5089

800.657.3794

bill.storm@state.mn.us

WWW.puc.state.mn.us

If you would like to have your name added to the Project Route Permit mailing list (MPUC
Docket EO15/TL-13-__ ), you may register by visiting the Department of Commerce webpage at
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/, clicking on the “Transmission Lines” tab, selecting “Great
Northern Transmission Line Project” from the listed projects, and then clicking the links next to
the “Mailing List” heading. Alternately, you may contact Department of Commerce staff at the
address above. Please be aware that the Great Northern Transmission Line Project Route Permit
mailing list may not be available for online registration until the Route Permit application is
submitted.

A separate service list is maintained for the Certificate of Need proceeding. To be placed on the
Project Certificate of Need mailing list (MPUC Docket E0O15/CN-12-1163), mail, fax, or email
Robin Benson at Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place E., Suite 350, St. Paul,
MN 55101-2147, Fax: 651-297-7073 or robin.benson@state.mn.us.
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The Minnesota Power contact for questions about this Project is:

Jim Atkinson

Environmental Lead

Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55802

(877) 657-9934
info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com

Sincerely,
Jim Atkinson

Environmental Lead
Minnesota Power
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, 201
RE: Notice of Certificate of Need Application for the Great Northern Transmission Line
MPUC Docket No. E015/CN-12-1163

Dear Local Government Representative or Elected Official:

Minnesota Power, along with potentially several other participants, is proposing to construct high
voltage transmission line facilities from the Manitoba-Minnesota border to the Arrowhead
Substation in St. Louis County, Minnesota (the “Great Northern Transmission Line”). The Great
Northern Transmission Line is intended to provide delivery and access to power generated by
Manitoba Hydro’s hydroelectric stations in Manitoba, Canada to the high voltage transmission
system in Minnesota. Minnesota Power needs this line to deliver at least 250 MW of power by
June 1, 2020, under a Power Purchase Agreement (“PPA”) approved by the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission (“Commission”) in Docket No. E015/M-11-938. In addition to the PPA,
several other needs are driving the proposed project including access to clean, renewable energy
for Minnesota Power and the region, increased industrial load growth on the Iron Range, and
strengthening regional reliability. This letter is intended to provide you with information on how
you can participate in the Minnesota regulatory process.

The Great Northern Transmission Line project (“Project”) includes constructing a 500 kV
transmission line approximately 225 to 300 miles in length from the Minnesota-Manitoba border
to the Blackberry Substation located on the Iron Range. Minnesota Power is also proposing a 50-
to 70-mile, 345 kV double-circuit, transmission line from the Blackberry Substation to the
Arrowhead Substation in Hermantown, Minnesota. Modifications to the equipment and overall
layout of the Blackberry Substation and the Arrowhead Substation will be necessary to
accommodate the terminations of the Project segments. The area under consideration for the
location for the Project is depicted in Attachment 1.

The Canadian portion of the Project will be permitted by Manitoba Hydro.

This notice is being provided to those who fall within one or more of the categories listed below
as they relate to the area (“Notice Area”) shown on Attachment A:
e Landowners with property within the Notice Area;
Residents living within the Notice Area;
Local units of government in and around the Notice Area;
Local and State elected officials; and
State and local government agencies and offices.

Because your constituents may have questions related to the Project, we wanted to inform
you of our proposal and also how you and your constituents may get involved in the
regulatory process for the Project.
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Regulatory Process Overview

APPLICATIONS

For the Great Northern Transmission Line, the Commission must determine whether the Project
is needed (Certificate of Need) and where the Project should be located (Route Permit). Before
the Project can be constructed, the Commission must certify that the Project is needed. The
certification of the Project is governed by Minnesota law, including Minnesota Statutes Section
216B.243, and Minnesota Rules Chapters 7829 and 7849, specifically Rules 7849.0010 to
7849.0400 and 7849.1000 to 7849.2100. In the Certificate of Need proceeding, the Commission
will analyze whether Minnesota Power has proposed the most appropriate size, type, and timing
for the Project. The Certificate of Need application, once submitted, can be obtained by visiting
the Commission’s website at www.puc.state.mn.us in Docket No. E015/CN-12-1163.

In addition to certifying the Project, the Commission must also grant a Route Permit for the
Project. The routing of the Minnesota portion of the Project is governed by Minnesota law,
including Minnesota Statutes Chapter 216E and Minnesota Rules Chapter 7850. Information on
the Route Permit application, once filed, can be obtained by visiting the Commission’s website
in Docket No. EO15/TL-13-___ .

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

The Minnesota Department of Commerce Energy Facility Permitting staff (“EFP”) will be
responsible for preparing an environmental report for the Certificate of Need proceeding that will
evaluate environmental impacts to resources within the Notice Area. Additionally, EFP will
prepare an environmental impact statement for the Route Permit proceeding for the Project. If
the Commission decides that the two applications should be processed together, it can order that
EFP prepare only an environmental impact statement in lieu of two separate environmental
review documents. In its application for a Route Permit, Minnesota Power will identify at least
two routes and will identify one route which Minnesota Power prefers. Other routes can be
proposed during the scoping process for the environmental review to be completed by EFP. As
part of its analysis, EFP will evaluate the routes proposed by Minnesota Power in its application
and other routes proposed during the scoping process that will aid in the Commission’s decision
on the Route Permit application.

CoOMMISSION DECISIONS ON THE CERTIFICATE OF NEED AND ROUTE PERMIT

The Commission will consider all information submitted through the Certificate of Need
proceeding including the application, input from the public, testimony received during the
administrative hearings, the environmental report, and a recommendation from an Administrative
Law Judge to determine if the Project is of the appropriate size, type, and timing to meet the
stated need. After considering all this information, the Commission may issue a Certificate of
Need for the Project.
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In making a determination as to the appropriate route for the Project in the Route Permit
proceeding, the Commission will review the comments received from stakeholders, a report
prepared by an Administrative Law Judge after hearings on the Project, and the environmental
impact statement prepared by EFP. Although Minnesota Power will identify the route that it
prefers for the Project, the Commission may determine that a route submitted by Minnesota
Power, a route proposed during the scoping process, or some combination of such routes is the
most appropriate route for the Project. Selection of a final route by the Commission will be based
on evaluation of the routes guided by the factors identified in Minnesota Statutes Section
216E.03, Minnesota Rule 7850.4100, and stakeholder input received during the regulatory
process.

INTERNATIONAL BORDER CROSSING

To construct a transmission line across the international border between Manitoba and
Minnesota, Minnesota Power will also need to obtain a Presidential Permit from the United
States Department of Energy. Certain environmental review under the National Environmental
Policy Act will be completed by the federal agency prior to issuance of a Presidential Permit.
More information on  Presidential Permits can be obtained by visiting
http://energy.gov/oe/services/electricity-policy-coordination-and-implementation/international-
electricity-requlation.

Project Specifications

Minnesota Power is exploring a variety of structure types for the Project. Engineering studies are
underway to identify structures to be used for the Project and updates on these studies will be
available at greatnortherntransmissionline.com/resources by clicking on the “What will the
transmission line look like?” link. Structures will likely be placed using spans of approximately
1,000 to 1,400 feet to maintain proper clearances for the 130- to 140-foot tall structures.

Minnesota Power anticipates that it will obtain a 200-foot wide permanent right-of-way for 500
kV portions of the Project and a 150-foot wide permanent right-of-way for 345 kV portions of
the Project. Some easements may be required from landowners for access or maintenance
purposes, even if the Project is not approved by the Commission to be located on their property.
Before beginning construction, Minnesota Power will acquire property rights for the Project,
typically through an easement that will be negotiated with the landowner for each parcel.

Need for the Project

The Project is needed to deliver at least 250 MW of power by June 1, 2020, under a PPA
approved by the Commission. In addition to the PPA, several other needs are driving the
proposed Project including access to clean, renewable energy for Minnesota Power and the
region, increased industrial load growth on the Iron Range, and strengthening regional reliability.
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Biennial Transmission Planning

Minnesota Statutes include a requirement that each electric transmission-owning utility in the
state file a biennial transmission planning report with the Commission in the fall of odd years.
These reports provide an excellent source of background information on the transmission
planning process used by utilities in Minnesota. The 2011 Biennial Transmission Planning
Report is available at www.minnelectrans.com.

Project Notifications

To subscribe to the Great Northern Transmission Line Project Certificate of Need docket
and receive email notifications when information is filed that is related to the Certificate of Need
for the Project, please visit www.puc.state.mn.us, click on the “Subscribe to a Docket” button,
enter your email address and select “Docket Number” from the Type of Subscription dropdown
box, then select “12” from the first Docket Number dropdown box and enter “1163” in the
second box before clicking on the “Add to List” button. You must then click the “Save” button at
the bottom of the page to confirm your subscription to the Project Docket. These same steps can
be followed to subscribe to the Project Route Permit docket (E015/TL-13- ).

Please visit greatnortherntransmissionline.com for more information on the Project. If you have
questions about the process, you may contact the Minnesota regulatory staff listed below:

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission Minnesota Department of Commerce

Bret Eknes

121 7" Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
651.296.7124

800.657.3782
bret.eknes@state.mn.us

Bill Storm, State Permit Manager
85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
651.296.5089

800.657.3794
bill.storm@state.mn.us

WWW.puc.state.mn.us

If you would like to have your name added to the Project Route Permit mailing list (MPUC
Docket E015/TL-13-__ ), you may register by visiting the Department of Commerce webpage at
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/, clicking on the “Transmission Lines” tab, selecting “Great
Northern Transmission Line Project” from the listed projects, and then clicking the links next to
the “Mailing List” heading. Alternately, you may contact Department of Commerce staff at the
address above. Please be aware that the Great Northern Transmission Line Project Route Permit
mailing list may not be available for online registration until the Route Permit application is
submitted.

A separate service list is maintained for the Certificate of Need proceeding. To be placed on the
Project Certificate of Need mailing list (MPUC Docket E015/CN-12-1163), mail, fax, or email
Robin Benson at Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place E., Suite 350, St. Paul,
MN 55101-2147, Fax: 651-297-7073 or robin.benson@state.mn.us.




EXHIBIT B

The Minnesota Power contact for questions about this Project is:

Jim Atkinson

Environmental Lead

Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55802

(877) 657-9934
info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com

Sincerely,
Jim Atkinson

Environmental Lead
Minnesota Power



EXHIBIT C

NOTICE
Certificate of Need Application for the Great Northern Transmission Line

Minnesota Power is proposing to construct a high voltage transmission line from the Manitoba-
Minnesota Border to Hermantown, Minnesota with an anticipated in-service date of mid-2020
(the “Great Northern Transmission Line”). The Great Northern Transmission Line (“Project”)
includes a 500 kV transmission line approximately 225 to 300 miles long between the border and
the Blackberry Substation in Itasca County, and a 345 kV transmission line approximately 50 to
70 miles long between the Blackberry Substation and the Arrowhead Substation in Hermantown.

Minnesota Power needs this line to deliver at least 250 MW of power by June 1, 2020, under a
Power Purchase Agreement (“PPA”) approved by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(“Commission”) in Docket No. E015/M-11-938. In addition to the PPA, several other needs are
driving the proposed Project including access to clean, renewable energy for Minnesota Power
and the region, increased industrial load growth on the Iron Range, and strengthening regional
reliability.

The Great Northern Transmission Line will require both a Certificate of Need and a Route
Permit from the Commission. In the Certificate of Need proceeding, the Commission will
analyze whether Minnesota Power has proposed the most appropriate size, type, and timing for
the Great Northern Transmission Line. The Certificate of Need application can be obtained by
visiting the Commission’s website at www.puc.state.mn.us in Docket No. E015/CN-12-1163.
Information on the Route Permit application can be obtained by visiting the Commission’s
website in Docket No. E015/TL-13-___.

At this time, there is not a specific route within the Notice Area that Minnesota Power has
identified as its preferred route. The route for the Great Northern Transmission Line preferred by
Minnesota Power will be identified in the Route Permit application. Selection of a final route
will be made by the Commission during the Route Permit proceedings based on input from
stakeholders.

To construct a transmission line across the international border between Manitoba and
Minnesota, Minnesota Power will also need to obtain a Presidential Permit from the United
States Department of Energy. Certain environmental review under the National Environmental
Policy Act will be completed by the federal agency prior to issuance of a Presidential Permit.
More information on  Presidential Permits can be obtained by visiting
http://energy.gov/oe/services/electricity-policy-coordination-and-implementation/international-
electricity-requlation.

Minnesota Power anticipates that the right-of-way for the 500 kV portion of the Project will be
200 feet and for the 345 kV portion of the Project will be 150 feet. Before beginning construction
Minnesota Power will acquire property rights for the right-of-of-way or access, typically through
an easement that will be negotiated with the landowner for each parcel.



EXHIBIT C

To subscribe to the Great Northern Transmission Line Project Certificate of Need docket
and receive email notifications when information is filed that is related to the Certificate of Need
for the Project, please visit www.puc.state.mn.us, click on the “Subscribe to a Docket” button,
enter your email address and select “Docket Number” from the Type of Subscription dropdown
box, then select “12” from the first Docket Number dropdown box and enter “1163” in the
second box before clicking on the “Add to List” button. You must then click the “Save” button at
the bottom of the page to confirm your subscription to the Project Docket. These same steps can
be followed to subscribe to the Project Route Permit docket (E015/TL-13- ).

Please visit greatnortherntransmissionline.com for more information on the Project. If you have
questions about the process, you may contact the Minnesota regulatory staff listed below:

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
Bret Eknes

121 7" Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

651.296.7124

800.657.3782

bret.eknes@state.mn.us

Minnesota Department of Commerce
Bill Storm, State Permit Manager

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
651.296.5089

800.657.3794

bill.storm@state.mn.us

WWW.puc.state.mn.us

If you would like to have your name added to the Project Route Permit mailing list (MPUC
Docket EO15/TL-13-__ ), you may register by visiting the Department of Commerce webpage at
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities, clicking on the “Transmission Lines” tab, selecting “Great
Northern Transmission Line Project” from the listed projects, and then clicking the links next to
the “Mailing List” heading. Alternately, you may contact Department of Commerce staff at the
address above. Please be aware that the Great Northern Transmission Line Project Route Permit
mailing list may not be available for online registration until the Route Permit application is
submitted.

A separate service list is maintained for the Certificate of Need proceeding. To be placed on the
Project Certificate of Need mailing list (MPUC Docket E015/CN-12-1163), mail, fax, or email
Robin Benson at Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place E., Suite 350, St. Paul,
MN 55101-2147, Fax: 651-297-7073 or robin.benson@state.mn.us.

Questions may also be directed to:

Jim Atkinson

Environmental Lead

Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55802

(877) 657-9934
info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com




