ENVIRONMENTAL CONGRESS

Don’t let Gov. Dayton cut environmental protections
Executive Order 11-32 threatens our ability to regulate polluters

Weigh in and participate to protect environmental review from budget cuts
and “streamlining” that guts regulatory powers. Our environment can’t
protect itself against policy and financial assaults — it’s our job to speak up!
Tell them we need:

e Stronger and more thorough environmental review.

e Full funding for state agencies charged with environmental

protection.
e Full funding and staff for Environmental Quality Board

e Maintain public participation opportunities at agencies and in
hearings, and fully fund Office of Administrative Hearings

November 27 — Rochester, Wood Lake Meeting Center 9:30am — 12:00pm
210 Woodlake Drive, Rochester, MN

November 27 — Bloomington, Normandale Community College 6:30 —9pm
9700 France Avenue South, Bloomington, MN

November 28 — Duluth, Lake Superior College 5:30pm —8:00pm
2101 Trinity Road, Duluth, MN

December 10 — Worthington, Worthington High School 3:30pm —6:00pm
1211 Clary Street

December 12 — St. Cloud, Stearns County Service Center 5:30pm — 8:00pm
3310 Co. Rd. 138, Waite Park

December 14 — Moorhead, Minnesota State University 3:00pm — 5:30pm
1104 7th Avenue South

Prepared and paid for by:

Legalectric, Inc.
Carol Overland, Attorney at Law, MN #254617

Energy Consultant—Transmission, Power Plants,
Nuclear Waste  overland@legalectric.org

www.legalectric.org
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“Simplify” Environmental Review? Gov. Dayton’s E.O. 11-32" has
directed agencies to:

e Assess Minnesota’s progress toward improving and sustaining clean air,
clean water, and clean energy in our communities

e Engage Minnesotans in constructive public dialogue about our state’s
environmental and economic health

e |dentify environmental challenges and opportunities to improve and sustain
the health of Minnesota’s natural resources and quality of life

e Define a vision, and recommend specific policy changes to learn from our
past, build on our strengths, and leave a legacy for future generations of
Minnesotans

But ramming permits through quickly is NOT success! Read the
GoV’s “Progress Report” and see what you think.”

One task is to “Look at the original intent of environmental review and
consider if circumstances in Minnesota have changed such that a
fundamental change in the original intent is needed.” Their draft report
reveals a revised intent of environmental review:

Understand the environmental effects of proposed projects in order
to promote harmony between human activities and the
environment, with consideration of both short and long term social
and economic needs of the state.

Environmental protection is legislatively mandated and can’t be changed by
agencies rewriting law based on a whim of the Governor (on behalf of the
polluters who would benefit).

Under the Minnesota Environmental Rights Act, economic considerations
alone are not sufficient to go forward with a project. The proposed “intent”
is as much a conflict as the Dept. of Commerce handling utility facilities
permitting environmental review.

What to do?
e Attend the Environmental Congress and help protect environmental
review.
e Contact Gov. Mark Dayton: http://mn.gov/governor/contact-us/form/
e Contact your legislators and tell them how important thorough
environmental review is to our community and businesses!

1 £.0. 11-32 available online at: http://mn.gov/governor/images/EOQ-11-32.pdf
% Progress Report online at: http://mn.gov/governor/images/Permitting-Progress-Report.pdf
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