COMMENTS ON NOTICE PLAN FOR GREAT NORTHERN TRANSMISISON LINE

Due 4:30 P.M. Monday, November 19, 2012

Minnesota Power has filed their Notice Plan for the Great Northern Transmission Line – it’s time to address what is or is not in their plan to notify residents, landowners, and communities that they have filed an Application for a Certificate of Need with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.  They will provide notice in a number of ways, primarily by newspaper and direct mail, and it’s important to assure that everyone affected gets notice and aren’t caught by surprise!  To help keep you on point, below are the requirements straight from the rules.  You don’t need to be an expert or know details – just write down the issues you see, add media outlets that should be contacted, add local governments that are missing, radio stations not listed, what you want to see in a map, etc.
Send your comments by 4:30 pm Monday, November 19, 2012, to burl.haar@state.mn.us 
In the subject line, write “Comments – Great Northern Notice Plan, Docket 12-1163 so they’ll know where to file the Comments.  If you know how to eFile, use the eFile system.
*********************************************************

To the PUC:    This is my Notice Plan Comment.  Below are the specific issues or missing options, media sources, methods of communication, maps or other information which I believe should be more completely addressed in the Notice Plan:
Types of notice.  Proposed notice plans must include notice to the following persons by the method specified:

A. direct mail notice, based on county tax assessment rolls, to landowners reasonably likely to be affected by the proposed transmission line.  The notice plan should include:
B. direct mail notice to all mailing addresses within the area reasonably likely to be affected by the proposed transmission line.  The notice plan should include:
C. direct mail notice to tribal governments and to the governments of towns, statutory cities, home rule charter cities, and counties whose jurisdictions are reasonably likely to be affected by the proposed transmission line.  The notice plan should include:
D. newspaper notice to members of the public in areas reasonably likely to be affected by the proposed transmission line.  Newspapers, electronic news outlets, in which notice should be published are:
Subp. 4.Notice content. Proposed notice plans must provide notice recipients with the following information:
A.  a map showing the end points of the line and existing transmission facilities in the area.  The Notice Plan map should include the full line, from Manitoba to Michigan.  It should also include existing transmission corridors in the area and: 
B. a description of the general right-of-way requirements for a line of the size and voltage proposed and a statement that the applicant intends to acquire property rights for the right-of-way that the proposed line will require.  The Notice Plan should also include description of the size, voltage and capacity proposed and height range of transmission structures, and:
C. a notice that the line cannot be constructed unless the commission certifies that it is needed.  The Notice Plan should also include a list of all permits needed before construction and issuing agencies and governmental units:
D. the commission's mailing address, telephone number, and Web site.  The Notice Plan should also include information about how to find the docket on the PUC site, instructions to subscribe to a docket, and information about intervention, and:
E. if the applicant is a utility subject to chapter 7848, the address of the Web site on which the utility applicant will post or has posted its biennial transmission projects report required under that chapter.  The Notice Plan should also include the web address for the MISO MTEP report addressing this project, and partner utilities web sites for this project, and:
F. a statement that the Department of Commerce will be preparing an environmental report on each high-voltage transmission line for which certification is requested.  The Notice Plan should also include information about scoping comment opportunities and:
G. a brief explanation of how to get on the mailing list for the Department of Commerce's environmental review notice list
H. a statement that requests for certification of high-voltage transmission lines are governed by Minnesota law, including specifically chapter 4410, parts 7849.0010 to 7849.0400, and 7849.1000 to 7849.2100, and Minnesota Statutes, section 216B.243. 

Other Notice Plan issues:

My name, address, phone and email (please add my name to the service list):
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