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• the Permittee’s shadow flicker study shows that “96 percent of homes will 

experience less than 20 hours of shadow flicker per year;”8  

• “the results of these [noise and shadow flicker] studies demonstrate that there is 

no reasonable likelihood of adverse health impacts from this Project”;9 and 

• “A “no exposure” standard could severely hinder the implementation of state 

renewable energy policies, which depend in part upon carefully sited wind farms 

to achieve their goal.”10  

 Moreover, petitioners ignore the adopted ALJ Findings #56 - #102, which specifically 

address shortcomings in the County’s 10 RD setback.  Despite the protest by the petitioners, 

the summary language of the Commission’s written explanation rejecting the County’s 10 

RD setback as unnecessary to protect health, safety and quality of life does not detract in any 

way from the good cause analysis it conducted to reach that conclusion.      

The ALJ’s and the Commission’s interpretation of “good cause” under Minn. Stat. § 

216F.081 is both lawful and reasonable, and reconsideration is improper. 

  2.  The General Permit Standards provide a sufficient basis for 
determining site permit conditions for the AWA Goodhue project. 
    
 In its petition, Goodhue Wind Truth once again challenges whether the Commission 

has appropriately adopted General Permit Standards.  Goodhue Wind Truth raises no new 

arguments that were not before the Commission when it issued the Site Permit Order and, 

thus, there is no reason why the Commission should rethink its decision on this point.  The 

Commission directly addressed the issue of whether it had standards of its own on page 7 of 

the Site Permit Order, stating: 

[t]he Commission rejects the claim that it must apply the County’s standards 
because it lacks standards of its own…by formalizing general wind permit 

                                                 
8 Id. 
9 Id. 
10 Id., at 14.  












