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September 27, 20006

CAROL ANN OVERLAND
113 W8 sT
RED WING MN 55066

Re:  City of Red Wing Candidate Filing Complaint
Drear Ms, Overland:

On September 19, 2006, our office received investigative reports from the Goodhue County Sherifls
Department related to a complaint that vou had filed with the Minnesota Secretary of State’s ollice.
The matter was relerred to our office by Steven Betcher, Goodhue County Attorney, as he is also the
proseculing allorney for the Cily of Red Wing. In reviewing the materials forwarded to us, it appears
vour complaint centers around the “City of Red Wing General Authorization Release,” which
candidates are asked to sign at the time they file as a candidate for elected office in the City of Red
Wing. It appears from the investigation that the purpose for the release is to allow City officials to
verily, through criminal history and driving record checks, whether or not the candidate was eligible

for elected office. [t also appears [rom the investigation that si ening the release is voluntary and City

officials will accepl o candidate’s AlTidavit of Candidacy Jrlespwuvu of whether or not the release is
signed. o gt

Vo 250

In reviewing relevant election law, [ can find no law thﬁ? rcquw release uf mfmmatmn be signed by
acandidate as a conditinn 01“ “'tCCCpﬁI'I}: a candidfttc’«‘. M‘I' davilo C mthdaav ﬁar clcctcd c:[i ice. Nor

m:lcrrmatmn lﬂrm. Thcn,!urc, thuf, Was 110 ¥ mlaimn of amte electmn IJWS.
If you have any additional questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contaci mc.
Sincerely, -
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Phillip . Pmkupumcx
Chiel Deputy
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o lohn Milhefer, Elections Division, Minnesota Secretary of State
steve Betcher, Goodhue County Attorney
[nvestigator Pete Badker, Goodhue County Sherift™s Department
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