July 7, 2006

To:
All parties

From:
Burl Haar, Executive Secretary

Re:
In the Matter of a Petition by Excelsior Energy, Inc. For Approval of a Power Purchase Agreement Under Minn. Stat. §216B.1694, Determination of Least Cost Technology, and Establishment of a Clean Energy Technology Minimum under Minn. Stat. § 216B.1693

PUC Docket No. E-6472/M-05-1993
OAH Docket No. 12-2500-17260-2
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON WHETHER THE COMMISSION SHOULD SPECIFY ADDITIONAL ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED 
At its July 6, 2006 agenda meeting, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) considered the acceptance of Excelsior Energy Inc.’s (Excelsior) Combined Application for a Site Permit, Transmission Line Route Permit, and Natural Gas Pipeline Permit for its Mesaba Energy Project in Docket No. E-6472/GS-06-668.  In the course of discussions on the 06-668 docket, issues were raised that may be more directly addressed in Docket No. E-6472/M-05-1993 (05-1993 Docket) which the Commission has already referred for contested case hearing.  The Commission directed its staff to bring these issues back before the Commission at a future agenda meeting in the 05-1993 Docket.  

Written comments will be accepted on whether the Commission should supplement its April 26, 2006 Notice and Order for Hearing and Order Granting Intervention Petition in the 05-1993 Docket to request that parties specifically address:

-the costs of transmission upgrades and related facilities beyond the substation associated with the Mesaba Energy Project; and

-the costs of other infrastructure investments associated with the Mesaba Energy Project.

Parties wishing to comment shall do so by 4:30 p.m. on July 18, 2006.   This matter is tentatively scheduled to be heard at the Commission’s July 27, 2006 agenda meeting.

Questions regarding this matter may be directed to Janet Gonzalez at 651-201-2231.

This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e. large print or audio tape) by calling 651-201-2202 (voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (TTY relay service).
