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June 23, 2003

Burl W. Haar

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7" Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re:  Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy
Docket No. E002,PT6205/PA-02-2152

Interstate Power & Light Company
Docket No. E001/PA-02-2219

Dear Mr. Haar;

Enclosed for filing are the original and 15 copies of the Settlement Agreement in the
above-entitled docket between TRANSLink Development Management Corporation
("TRANSLInk") and several of the environmental intervenors, including Minnesota Center for
Environmental Advocacy, 1zaak Walton League of America - Midwest Office, Minnesotans for
an Energy Efficient Economy, and North American Water Office (jointly, “the Intervenors")
(collectively with TRANSLink, the Settling Parties). The Settlement Agreement exemplifies
TRANSLink’s commitment to conduct business in Minnesota and throughout TRANSLink’s
proposed footprint in a way that recognizes and integrates the interests of all stakeholders in the
planning process, including those who advance the development of wind energy.

As the Settlement Agreement indicates at § §, the Settlement Agreement “addresses all of
the concerns Intervenors raised in these proceedings.” As a result, and as also indicated in 8,
the Intervenors withdraw their objections to the requested approvals relating to TRANSLink and
have no further objections to the Commission’s approval of the Petitions in this proceeding. For
its part, TRANSLink has agreed to be bound by the terms of the Settlement Agreement as a
condition of a Commission order granting the approvals requested in this proceeding.



\ ﬁThT TATYT Dﬁ{"?‘l‘!

IVIILUHAERLDES]
&FRIEDRICH -
Attorneys at Law
Burl W. Haar
June 23, 2003
Page 2
Service

TRANSLink Development will arrange to serve a copy of these initial comments on all parties to
the Commission service list for this proceeding. A certificate of service and service list are

attached.
Sincerely,
J. Hemaidan
JJH:jjh
Enclosures

QACLIENTW091474W0004\A0592644.1



STATE OF WISCONSIN ) AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE
} ss. MPUC Docket Nos. E002, PT6205/PA-02-2152
COUNTY OF DANE ) E001, PT6205/PA-02-2219

Susan Bunge of the City of Madison, County of Dane, State of Wisconsin, says that on the 23"
day of June, 2003, she served the Settlement Agreement in the above-entitled dockets between
TRANSLink Development Management Corporation and Minnesota Center for Environmental
Advocacy, [zaak Walton League of America — Midwest Office, Minnesotans for an Energy
Efficient Economy, and North American Water Office upon the people listed upon the attached
service list via FedEx, except for Dr. Burl Haar, Kathy Aslakson and Curt Nelson, Dr. Haar, Ms.
Aslakson and Curt Nelson will have been served via messenger on the 24™ day of June, 2003.

jm/fﬂ g;m\ 1Y
Susan Bunge g T

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
23" day of June, 2003.

Qi‘g%w(;%m

Nofary Péblkc
My Contsfssion: gkpyres 7 /24 |05



IN THE MATTER OF NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY D/B/A XCEL ENERGY FOR
APPROVAL OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONAL CONTROL OF TRANSMISSION FACILITIES TO
TRANSLINK TRANSMISSION COMPANY LL.C AND FOR RELATED RELIEF

DocKET No. E002, PT6205/PA-02-2152

SERVICE LIST

Burl Haar (original + 14)

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 East Seventh Place, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

Julia E. Anderson
Assistant Attorney General
525 Park Street, Suite 200
St. Paul, MN 55103

Ronald M. Giteck

Office of Attorney General
Residential Utilities Division
445 Minnesota Street, 900 NCL
St. Paul, MN 55101

Alan R. Mitchell
Environmental Quality Board
300 Centennial Office Building
658 Cedar Street

St. Paul, MN 55155

Christopher Anderson
Senior Attorney
Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street
Duluth, MN 55802-2093

Tracy E. Connor

Spiegel & McDiarmid

1333 New Hampshire Avenue Northwest
Washington, DC 20036

Kathy Aslakson (4)

Docket Coordinator

Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Curt Nelson

OAG-RUD

900 NCL Tower

445 Minnesota Street

St. Paul, MN 55101-2130

Mike Michaud

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
Room 300

658 Cedar Street

St. Paul, MN 55155

Lisa M. Agrimonti
Briggs and Morgan, P.A.
2400 IDS Center

80 South Eight Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Jean Cassell Mayhew
Great River Energy

P.O. Box 800

17845 East Highway 10
Elk River, MN 55330-0800

Sheryl Corrigan
Commissioner

Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road North
St. Paul, MN 55155-4194
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IN THE MATTER OF NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY D/B/A XCEL ENERGY FOR
APPROVAL OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONAL CONTROL OF TRANSMISSION FACILITIES TO
TRANSLINK TRANSMISSION COMPANY LL.C AND FOR RELATED RELIEF

DocKET No. E002, PT6205/PA-02-2152

SERVICE LIST

George Crocker

North American Water Office
P.O.Box 174

Lake Elmo, MN 55042

Lori Frisk-Thompson
Utilities Plus

459 South Grove Street
Blue Earth, MN 56013

Robert A. Jablon

Spiegel & McDiarmid

1333 New Hampshire Avenue Northwest
Washington, DC 20036

Jack Kegel

Executive Director

Minnesota Municipal Utilities Assoc.
Suite 212

12805 Highway 55

Plymouth, MN 55441-3859

Michael C. Krikava
Attorney

Briggs and Morgan, P.A.
2400 IDS Center

80 South Eighth Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Jeffrey L. Landsman

Wheeler, Van Sickle & Anderson, S.C.
Anchor Building, Suite 801

25 West Main Street

Madison, WI 53703-3398

Kristen Eide-Tollefson

CURE. (Communities United for
Responsible Energy)

P.O. Box 130

Frontenac, MN 55026

Elizabeth Goodpaster

Minnesota  Center for  Environmental
Advocacy

26 East Exchange Street, Suite 206

St. Paul, MN 55101

James P. Johnson
Attorney

Xcel Energy Services, Inc.
Suite 2900

800 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Donald Kom

Central Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
459 South Grove Street

Blue Earth, MN 56013

John Kundert

Xcel Energy

4" Floor

414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401

Dan Lipschultz

Moss & Barnett

4800 Wells Fargo Center
90 South Seventh Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402
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IN THE MATTER OF NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY D/B/A XCEL ENERGY FOR
APPROVAL OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONAL CONTROL OF TRANSMISSION FACILITIES TO
TRANSLINK TRANSMISSION COMPANY LL.C AND FOR RELATED RELIEF

DocCKET No. E002, PT6205/PA-02-2152

SERVICE LIST

Paula Maccabee

Project Coordinator

Sierra Club Minnesota Air Toxics Campaign
1961 Selby Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55104

Mark Oberg
29505 Neal Avenue
Lindstrom, MN 55045

David Rusley

Midwest Municipal Transmission Group
P.O. Box 769

Utility Parkway

Cedar Falls, 1A 50613

Beth H. Solholt

Izaak Walton League of America
Suite 202

1619 Dayton Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55104-6206

SaGonna Thompson

Records Analyst

Xcel Energy

414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401-1993

Michael Nobel

Minnesotans for an Energy-Efficient MN
46 East Fourth Street, Suite 600

St. Paul, MN 55101-1109

John and Laura Reinhardt
3552 26™ Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55406

Richard J. Savelkoul

O’Neill, Grills & O’Neill, P.L.L.P.
W1750 First National Bank Building
332 Minnesota Street

St. Paul, MN 55101

David Sparby

Northern States Power Company
414 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, MN 55401-1993
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IN THE MATTER OF INTERSTATE POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONAL CONTROL OF TRANSMISSION FACILITIES TO TRANSLINK
TRANSMISSION COMPANY LLC AND FOR RELATED RELIEF

DocKET No. E002, PT6205/PA-02-2219

Burl Haar (original + 14)

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 East Seventh Place, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

Julia E. Anderson
Assistant Attorney General
525 Park Street, Suite 200
St, Paul, MN 55103

Ronald M. Giteck

Office of Attorney General
Residential Utilities Division
445 Minnesota Street, 900 NCL
St. Paul, MN 55101

Jean Cassell Mayhew
Great River Energy

P.O. Box 800

17845 East Highway 10
Elk River, MN 55330-0800

Sheryl Corrigan
Commissioner

Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road North
St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Lori Frisk-Thompson
Utilities Plus

459 South Grove Street
Blue Earth, MN 56013

SERVICE LIST

Kathy Aslakson (4)

Docket Coordinator

Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Curt Nelson

OAG-RUD

900 NCL Tower

445 Minnesota Street

St. Paul, MN 55101-2130

Mike Michaud

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
Room 300

658 Cedar Street

St. Paul, MN 55155

Tracy E. Connor

Spiegel & McDiarmid

1333 New Hampshire Avenue Northwest
Washington, DC 20036

Kristen Eide-Tollefson

CURE. (Communities  United for
Responsible Energy)

P.0O. Box 130

Frontenac, MN 55026

Vern A. Gebhart

Vice President-Customer QOperations
Alliant Energy Corporate Services, Inc.
200 First Street SE

P.O. Box 351

Cedar Rapids, [A 52406-0351
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IN THE MATTER OF INTERSTATE POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONAL CONTROL OF TRANSMISSION FACILITIES TO TRANSLINK
TRANSMISSION COMPANY LLC AND FOR RELATED RELIEF

DoCKET No. E002, PT6205/PA-02-2219

SERVICE LIST

Elizabeth Goodpaster

Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy

26 East Exchange Street, Suite 206
St. Paul, MN 55101

Jack Kegel

Executive Director

Minnesota Municipal Utilities Assoc.
Suite 212

12805 Highway 55

Plymouth, MN 55441-3859

Jeffrey L. Landsman

Wheeler, Van Sickle & Anderson, S.C.
Anchor Building, Suite 801

25 West Main Street

Madison, W1 537(03-3398

Paula Maccabee

Project Coordinator

Sierra Club Minnesota Air Toxics Campaign
1961 Selby Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55104

Kent Ragsdale

Alliant Utilities — Interstate Power
P.O. Box 351

200 First Street Southeast

Cedar Rapids, IA 52406

Beth H. Soholt

Izaak Walton League of America
Suite 202

1619 Dayton Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55104-6206

Robert A. Jablon
Spiegel & McDiarmid
1333 New Hampshire Avenue Northwest

Washington, DC 20036

Donald Kom

Central Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
459 South Grove Street

Blue Earth, MN 56013

Dan Lipschultz

Moss & Barnett

4800 Wells Fargo Center
90 South Seventh Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Michael Nobel

Minnesotans for an Energy-Efficient MN
46 East Fourth Street, Suite 600

St. Paul, MN 55101-1109

David Rusley

Midwest Municipal Transmission Group
P.O. Box 769

Utility Parkway

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

CADOCUMENTS AND SETTINGS'SBIMLOCAL SETTINGS\TEMPORARY INTERNET FILESVOLK22WCDOCS-1520147-V2-

SERVICE_LIST_-_22191
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
BEFORE THE
MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Leroy Koppendrayer  Chair

Ellen Gavin Commissioner
Marshall Johnson Commissioner
Gregory Scott Commissioner
Phyllis Reha Commissioner
Petition of Northern States Power Company Docket No. E002, PT6025/PA-02-2152

d/b/a Xcel Energy for Approval of the

Transfer of Functional Control of Transmission
Facilities to TRANSLink Transmission
Company LLC and for Related Relief

and

Petition of Interstate Power and Light Docket No. E001, PT6205/PA-02-2219
Company For Approval of the Transfer

of Functional Control of Transmission SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

Facilities To TRANSLink Transmission
Company LLC And For Related Relief

This Settlement Agreement ("Settlement Agreement") is made and entered into this 20™
day of June, 2003, by and between TRANSLink Management Development Corporation
("TRANSLink Development”) for itself and on behalf of its successor TRANSLink Management
Corporation, and the Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy, 1zaak Walton League of
America — Midwest Office and Minnesotans for an Energy Efficient Economy and North
American Water Office (jointly, “the Intervenors") collectively referred to as the "Parties."

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, On December 16, 2002, Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel

Energy ("Xcel Energy") petitioned the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission ("Commission")



for an Order authorizing the transfer of functional control of its transmission facilities in the
State of Minnesota to TRANSLink Transmission Company LLC ("TRANSLink") and transfer of
ownership of Xcel Energy’s Energy Management System ("EMS") software pursuant to Minn.
Stat. 216B.50 (the “Xcel Energy Petition”);

WHEREAS, On December 30, 2002, Interstate Power and Light Company (“IPL”)
petitioned the Commission for an Order authorizing the transfer of control and ownership of its
transmission facilities in the State of Minnesota to TRANSLink (the “IPL Petition™);

WHEREAS, the Xcel Energy Petition and the IPL Petition are collectively referred to
herein as “the Petitions;”

WHEREAS, On or about March 24, 2003 the Intervenors submitted initial comments on
the Petitions to the Commission and expressed concerns relating to the TRANSLink transmission
planning process and TRANSLink's ability to satisfy certificate of need (“CON”) information
requirements.

WHEREAS, at least one of the Intervenors petitioned the Commission for intervention
as a party pursuant to Minnesota Rule 7829.0800 and more than 15 days have elapsed without an
objection to that petition being filed;

WHEREAS, On April 14, 2003, the Intervenors submitted reply comments wherein
Intervenors requested that the Commission require Xcel Energy to provide satisfactory
mechanisms to ensure formal and meaningful stakeholder participation in the TRANSLink
transmission planning process and to ensure that TRANSLink will satisfy the content
requirements for resource planning and CON filings TRANSLink may submit proposing to

construct transmission facilities in Minnesota;



WHEREAS, the Intervenors also expressed concerns in comments regarding the ability
of the Commission to require TRANSLink to take actions to modify its transmission planning
process because TRANSLink was not a petitioner in this proceeding;

WHEREAS, On April 14, 2003, TRANSLink Development, the predecessor entity to
TRANSLink Management Corporation, filed reply comments and petitioned the Commission for
intervention as a party pursuant to Minnesota Rule 7829.0800 and more than 15 days have
elapsed without an objection to that petition being filed;

WHEREAS, TRANSLink Development and Intervenors is each a party to the above
captioned proceeding by operation of Minnesota Rule 7829.0800, Subpart 5;

WHEREAS, After these filings, representatives from Intervenors met with TRANSLink
Development and discussed the concerns of Intervenors;

WHEREAS, TRANSLink Development and Intervenors have agreed to make certain
commitments to each other, which commitments would fully satisfy Intervenors’ concerns about
the Xcel Energy petition and the proposed transfers to TRANSLink;

WHEREAS, TRANSLink and Intervenors recognize the rapidly expanding legislative,
regulatory, and market support for continued strong growth of wind power in the TRANSLink
footprint, and agree that it is reasonable to expect that at least 7500 megawatts (MW) of new
wind power will be operational in the TRANSLink footprint by 2015,

WHEREAS, The Parties wish to memorialize these commitments in this Settlement
Agreement to fully and finally settle all of Intervenors' concerns in this proceeding about the

Xcel Energy petition and the proposed transfers to TRANSLink;



NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and of the mutual promises and
undertakings set forth herein and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and
sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the Parties hereby agree as follows:

1. To the extent reasonable and practicable, TRANSLink shall avoid filing
exemption requests when it files CON applications for future transmission facilities in
Minnesota, including when it makes transmission project filings under the statewide biennial
transmission planning process. TRANSLink shall not file exemption requests on the grounds
that TRANSLink neither owns or controls, or manages clectric generation or electric distribution
facilities. TRANSLink commits to work with all of its Participants in Minnesota to gather the
information required for a CON application. If TRANSLink files a request to be exempt from
any Minnesota CON filing requirement because neither TRANSLink nor its Participants can
gather the required data, TRANSLink will identify in such exemption request the steps
TRANSLink has taken to obtain the data and explain why neither TRANSLink nor its
Participants could provide the data.

2. Once TRANSLink begins operations and provides service under its rate
schedules, the Intervenors and TRANSLink shall jointly undertake to create a coalition of
organizations that support the development in TRANSLink’s footprint of small-scale
community-based and large-scale wind generation (the “Wind Coalition™). The purpose of the
Wind Coalition will be to work with TRANSLink to develop the infrastructure, operations, and
tariffs needed to serve wind generation throughout the TRANSLink footprint. The Wind
Coalition shall compile and submit to TRANSLink Wind Development Plan(s) for use in
determining what transmission infrastructure development, operational solutions, and tariff

changes may be nceded to serve forecast wind generation development within TRANSLInk’s






